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Pastor Ken’s Corner

Joel 2:12-17 (NRSV)

12yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with
weeping, and with mourning; **rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the LORD,
your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,
and relents from punishing. ** Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a
blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD, your God?

15 Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly; ¢ gather the people.
Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged; gather the children, even infants at the
breast. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her canopy.

17 Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep. Let
them say, "Spare your people, O LORD, and do not make your heritage a mockery, a
byword among the nations. Why should it be said among the peoples, 'Where is their
God?'"

We enter another season in which to focus on God’s grace and mercy. We have the joy
of Easter and its promise, but we must or should pass through the reflection and meditation
of Lent (Ash Wednesday...February 14 to April 1...Easter) to fully appreciate God’s love,
mercy and grace...by fasting and praying and meditating on the scriptures, particularly
ones from the prophets such as Joel, so that we can gain an inkling into Jesus Christ’s
sacrifice for us.

We come to the period of Lent which brings us ultimately to the celebration of Easter.
But, we aren’t there yet... just as we await the return of Jesus and the new heaven and the
new earth promised and foretold in John’s Revelation. Just as we went through Advent to
prepare us for Jesus’ birth so we go through Lent to prepare our hearts and souls for his
resurrection...at Easter.

12yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with
weeping, and with mourning; **rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the LORD,
your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,
and relents from punishing.


http://www.gbgm-umc.org/clarksburyumc

Lent is the time for us to return to the Lord with all our heart... yes, through fasting
and meditating and reading the Word to draw nearer to our Lord.

Saturday, February 3, we have our Mobile Food Pantry with the Cryer Center from 9 to
11 a.m. Zoar Baptistis the lead for this weekend. All are welcome to come and help or just to
see what goes on for this event if you haven’t been here for a while. We will continue the
warming tree and coat closet for another month; anyone wanting to help can contact Warren
or Kathy Wright.

Our Lenten Bible Study will begin on Wednesday, February 21, at 7 p.m. with sessions
continuing through March 21. The five-session study is by Max Lucado and is entitled He
Chose the Nails. There are still books available and joining the study at any point can benefit
you. The cost for the book is $11; sign up in the social hall or see Warren Wright.

Most of all, as we are in the season of Lent where we prepare ourselves for Easter, |
pray for deep reflection, fasting and meditation which leads to waking on that Easter Morn.

Here is the schedule for Lent observances; all services are joint services between
Philippi, Zoar and Clarksbury.

Shrove Tuesday - February 13, Pancake supper at Philippi, 4:30-6:30 p.m. ($10)

Ash Wednesday - February 14, Imposition of Ashes from 11-12 a.m. at Clarksbury
Ash Wednesday - February 14, 2 p.m. service with communion at Philippi
Valentine’s Day Dinner and Program at Zoar - February 14, 6 p.m. (5 Love Languages)
donations requested; sign up required

Palm Sunday - March 25, Cantata at Clarksbury, 7 p.m.

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Services - TBD

Easter Vigil at Clarksbury - Saturday, March 31, from 8 a.m. till 8 p.m.

Easter SUNRISE Service - Sunday, April 1, 6:30 a.m. at the Zoar Beach property.

1> Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly; ‘¢ gather the people.

Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged; gather the children, even infants at the
breast.

Lentis a time for all of us to gather and present ourselves for the Lord to sanctify us by
the Holy Spirit.

Let us all be in an attitude of gratitude in our daily prayers and our daily meditations
and readings and all our interactions with our brothers and sisters.

We, together, have pledged OUR prayers, OUR presence, OUR gifts, OUR service and
OUR witness for Christ and His Church.

Peace & Grace Pastor Ken



Annual Budget for 2018 Operating Funds: $112,331.00
Total Received for Operating Funds as of January 31,2017: $7812.50
Total Income Needed to Meet Budget: $9360.92

COFFEE HOUR FOR February

February 4 Becky Foster

February 11 Betty Ann Tabler "';
February 18 Jerry Dant \— 4
February 25 Gayle Gilliland

If you would like to be a part of this church ministry,
please contact Polly Van Benschoten, 776-0569
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A Message from Your Lay Leader
What’s this thing that we call Tithing/Stewardship? Can you actually

balance a church budget?
By Warren Wright

A well-worn dollar bill and a similarly distressed twenty dollar bill arrive at the Federal
Reserve Bank to be retired. As they move along the conveyer belt to be burned, they strike up
a conversation. The twenty reminisces about its travels all over the country. “I’ve had a pretty
good life,” it proclaims. “Why I've been to Las Vegas and Atlantic City, performances on
Broadway, the best restaurants in New York, even a cruise to the Caribbean.” “Wow!”
exclaims the one dollar bill. “You’ve really had an exciting life!” “So tell me,” says the twenty,
“where have you been throughout your lifetime?’ The one dollar bill replies, “Oh I’'ve been to
the Christian Church, the Methodist Church, the Baptist Church...” “Tell me,” the twenty
dollar bill interrupts, “what’s a church?”

So why is money such a touchy topic in churches today anyway? Some people think the
church is only out to get their money. “I’m not going to that church, all they ever do is ask for
money. Sure they quote scripture and say it’s better to give than to receive. Seems to me they
are all about receiving.” Have you ever heard that before? Just as it is a sensitive issue today,
soitwasin Jesus’ time. That didn’t stop Jesus from talking about it though. Did you know
that more than half of Jesus’ parables relate to tithing/stewardship? There are 2,350
passages in the Bible dealing with money and material possessions - more than on any other
subject - but it’s the least talked about subject in the church. One out of every six verses in
Matthew, Mark, and Luke deals with money. | get the impression God wants us to deal with
this issue regularly. Throughout the Old Testament tithing/stewardship is described as
giving the very best of the first of everything in our lives - our thoughts, our hearts, our
families, our possessions, our money - nothing is to be held back from God. The New
Testament scriptures refer to giving it all to God. Not just the first 10 percent, all of it. “And
God can give you more blessings than you need. Then you will always have plenty of
everything - enough to give to every good work.” Don’t you just love God’s straight-
forwardness? He sure doesn’t pull any punches. God gives so we can give. It’s that created in
His image thing you know. My favorite author, Max Lucado, put it this way, “You don’t give for
God’s sake. You give for your sake. The purpose of tithing/stewardship is to teach you to
always put God first in your lives”. At Clarksbury UMC, we have struggled for years to meet
our budget (and a very tight budget to say the least), but in 2017 because of some very
generous givers who opened their wallets wider, we were able to meet our budget for the first
time in years. Wouldn’t it be nice if we didn’t have to worry about meeting our budget? What
if I told you that there is a way to avoid the end of the year budget woes by simply increasing
your giving by $1.00-$2.00-$3.00-$4.00-$5.00 per week. Our Financial Secretary has
distributed 45 “Giving Envelopes” for 2018 to members of the church and you will be
surprised at how much just an extra dollar a week placed in those envelopes will affect the
budget, look at these examples:



$1.00 per week x 45 x 52=$2,340.00 per year
$2.00 per week x 45 x 52=$4,680.00 per year
$3.00 per week x 45 x 52=$7,020.00 per year
$4.00 per week x 45 x 52=$9,360.00 per year
$5.00 per week x 45 x 52=$11,700.00 per year



