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To receive and share God’s love through worship, education, service and outreach.

Pastor Ken’s Corner
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 (NRSV)
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise the words of prophets, 21 but test everything;
hold fast to what is good; 22 abstain from every form of evil.
23 May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body
be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The one who calls
you is faithful, and he will do this.
What a season in which to rejoice for blessings and God’s Grace.
Even as we acknowledge the sadness of the passing of a dear sweet friend, we take
joy in celebrating and rejoicing in the legacy Helen has given to this community and to her
church… “Well done good and faithful servant.”
I am so very thankful for family, friends and our community. I am also very thankful
for the members of our church family who have done so much for so many in our community
in order to help them over the years in so many ways… most recently to help so many have a
Thanksgiving meal with generous gifts of food and preparation of meals.
This has always been one of my favorite times of year...trees decorated, yards and
houses lighted with festive displays, carols playing in the shopping places …even if you are
shopping online from your desktop or iPad.
I am thankful most of all for the precious gift of our Savior, Jesus Christ, for whom I
am eternally grateful; it just makes it easier to rejoice always and to pray without ceasing.
So far the autumn has been mild; there are still plenty of leaves falling each day to
keep the rake busy. There isn’t much to complain about in the way of weather… so far…but
we are just getting ready to head into winter.
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The Hanging of the Greens will take place on Friday, December 1, starting at 9 a.m.
Come join the task (many hands make light the work). I love hanging the garlands and the
other greens and my favorite is the Chrismon tree. It is so lovely and every time I relearn
what each of those decorations means from a Christian perspective my faith is rekindled.
When I consider that they were all handmade by Clarksbury people it just makes them even
more special.
We have our Mobile Food Pantry with the Cryer center on Saturday, December 2,
from 9-11 a.m. All are welcome to come and help or to see what goes on for this event if
you haven’t been here for a while.
The Chancel Choir is preparing a Christmas program with Lower UMC and Philippi
Christian Church choirs to present on Wednesday, December 20, at Clarksbury and
Thursday, December 21, at Lower. Come and enjoy; I know it will be inspiring.
We continue our Advent Bible study with the final two sessions of Max Lucado’s
Because of Bethlehem. There are still books available and joining the study at any point can
bring you benefit. The cost for the book is $11. Session three is on December 6 and
session four on December 13 at 7 p.m.
Because of Bethlehem, we have a friend in heaven. We have a Savior in
heaven. Christmas begins what Easter celebrates. The child in the cradle
became the king on the cross. Because he did, there are no marks on our
record, just grace. Because of Bethlehem, we have the promise God is always
near us. Always for us. Always in us. We may forget him, but he never forgets
us.
Advent sessions include: God Has a Face, Worship Works Wonders, God
Guides the Wise, and Every Heart Is a Manger.
23 May

the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul
and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The
one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.
Most of all as we are in the season of preparation to celebrate Christmas, I pray for
Peace of heart, spirit and soul; may we all continue to live faithfully and to walk humbly with
our Lord.
Let us all be in an attitude of gratitude in our daily prayers and our daily meditations
and readings and all our interactions with our Brothers and Sisters always… not just
because it’s the Christmas season.
We together, have pledged OUR prayers, OUR presence, OUR gifts, OUR service and
OUR witness for Christ and His Church.
Peace & Grace
Pastor Ken
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Annual Budget for 2017 Operating Funds) $112,185.00
Total Received for Operating Funds as of October 31, 2017: $89,438.09 Income
Needed to Date to Meet Budget: $93,487.50

COFFEE HOUR FOR December

December
December
December
December
December
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10
17
24
31

Linda Dobbins
Kathy Wright
Luncheon
Polly Van Benschoten
Terry Cleveland

If you would like to be a part of this ministry,
please contact Polly Van Benschoten, 776-0569
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A Message from Your Lay Leader
By Warren Wright

Christmas is a time of giving. And that means Christmas is a time of shopping. Ever since the
wise men from the east showed up at the stable carrying gold, frankincense, and myrrh,
people have been exchanging gifts at Christmas. Today it’s much more complicated than it
was for the wise men. For one thing, they didn’t have to contend with shopping malls, all
packed full of parents going from store to store to store to find the latest and greatest new
toy. The magi didn’t have to worry about sizes, or colors, or return policies. There were no iphones, big screen 4K televisions, hand held computers, and all of that new “stuff” in those
days, just plain old gold, frankincense and myrrh.
Well, this year, just like every year, millions of people, both children and adults, will open
millions of gifts. Some won’t fit. Some will be the wrong color. Many will be returned or
exchanged. But there’s one gift that meets everyone’s need, one gift that will never wear
out, never break or need repairing. A gift that is appropriate for a small child, or a teenager,
or an adult, or a senior adult. Boy or girl, man or woman, it makes no difference. The gift we
all need, the most valuable gift of all, is that baby in the manger, the one that this whole
season is about. On Christmas, we celebrate the fact that God gave us the gift of His own
Son, Jesus Christ; so that through faith in Him we could be forgiven of our sins and have
eternal life.
"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life.” – John 3:16 (NIV)
Have a great Christmas season and may the love of our Lord and Savior radiate through you
like the brightest light on your Christmas tree.

UMM NEWS
By Warren Wright, UMM President
The United Methodist Men wish everyone a wonderful Christmas.
The UMM will not hold their regular monthly business meeting in December. Our next
meeting will be Monday, January 22nd at 7 PM.
Remember that there are no membership or dues requirements to be a part of the United
Methodist Men of Clarksbury, just a willingness to serve Jesus Christ within your church and
community.
Mission-To Help Men Grow In Christ, So Others May Know Christ.
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Worship Committee
By David Dobson Chairperson
Greetings my Clarksbury Family! We begin this joyous season in
preparation for Christmas by celebrating Advent. I wish to share with you all
something about the Great Commission and my life. I get great joy when I am able to take
the message of Christ beyond the walls of our beloved church during my ministries at
Dockside [Mizpah] Health Center. The blessed people that are there teach me much about
life and living even though they know their remaining time with us here is growing short. The
one thing they have most abundantly is Hope.
Hope is at the beginning of the Advent season because it is the hope of the coming savior
that would save the nation of Israel. It is the hope of prophecies of Isaiah and of Malachi
that proclaimed the coming of John the Baptist that prepared the way for Jesus.
Hope is what Christianity is based on. Hope for eternal life through the coming of our Lord
and Savior. Hope in the ministry to those who are lost to become chosen. God made a
promise to us to bring us a messenger prior to the Christ, and he did. He made the promise
to bring Elijah to Israel as a precursor to the Savior, and He did that in the form of John. He
promised to bring a messiah in the world to save us from our sins, and he did that with the
sending of His Son Jesus into the world. In every case, God gave us hope by announcing
what would happen, then gave us the gift of celebration that we are here for today. Hope
and Christmas are always intertwined.
We can continue to hope in our faith in Jesus Christ that we will be saved and bask in His
glory when we are finally by His side in heaven. It is the promise and hope of eternal life that
we can always look forward to. What better Christmas present than that!
Peace, Joy, Hope, and a Merry Christmas to you all.

LADIES ARE INVITED!
By Fran Miller
The EY Circle will have their Christmas social on Tuesday, December 12, at 6 p.m. in the
church fellowship hall. All the women in the church are invited. Linda Dobbins will provide
the turkey and each participant is asked to provide a side or a dessert. We will have an
ornament exchange. If you wish to participate in the crazy fun we always have trying to
steal favorite ones from each other, bring an ornament costing $10 or less! If you need a
ride, please let Fran know.
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The Warming Tree
By Chairperson, Kathy Wright
Lucy Blevins, Val Bradley, Diane Faulkner
Clarksbury U.M.C. added a new mission last fall 2016, The Warming Tree. The Warming
Tree will be set up in the fellowship hall the first weekend in November. There will be
“angels” on the tree that will indicate child or adult warming item to keep the individual
warm during the winter months. (1) You pick an angel from the tree, which indicates what
you are willing to purchase or it can be homemade, (2) take an ornament from the ornament
basket and place the ornament on the warming tree where your “angel” was hanging, (3)
then put your “angel” in the basket beside the ornament basket, (4) after purchasing or
making your item, return the item in a small bag or you may just place the item under the
warming tree.
The warming items will be distributed to our shut-ins or those who come to the Cryer Center
mobile food pantry which comes to our church the first Saturday of EACH month. Pastor Ken
will be distributing some of these items to those coming to our church in need of assistance.
If you have any questions, please contact me, Kathy Wright, at 757-373-9166 or email
kdwright@va.metrocast.net. THANK YOU for participating in yet another important mission
opportunity at YOUR church. God Bless!

Christmas Program
By Becky Wilhite
The Clarksbury Chancel Choir is combining with the choirs of Philippi Christian

Church and Lower United Methodist under the direction of Aaron Ward to present
"A Festival of Lessons and Carols" by Hal H. Hopson on Wednesday, Dec. 20 at
7:30 pm. The music will be accompanied by our Rodgers organ as well as by a small
ensemble of musicians from Nina Buzby's Strings and Things.
Churches and cathedrals have been recreating services of lessons and carols since 1880.
These services began in England and have always included a retelling of our story as
Christians from the beginning of time up to Christ's birth. The first lesson in our program
describes the rebellion of Adam and Eve against God. In the second lesson, God promises to
Abraham that his descendants will be a blessing to all the nations of the earth. Christ's birth
and the rule of peace and justice as foretold by Isaiah make up the third lesson, and the
peace that Christ will bring is foreshown in the fourth lesson. In the fifth lesson, the angel
Gabriel announces to Mary that she will be the mother of Jesus. Saint Matthew tells of the
birth of Jesus in the sixth lesson, followed by the shepherds as they journey to Bethlehem in
the seventh and the wise men as they are led by the star to Jesus in the eighth. Finally, John
unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation in the ninth lesson to end the series of lessons.
In addition to the lessons, familiar and not so familiar carols will be included in the
program. There will also be congregational singing. Please plan to join us for an evening of
music to celebrate the season!
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The Coat Rack
By Chairperson, Kathy Wright
Lucy Blevins, Val Bradley, Diane Faulkner
ANOTHER mission opportunity at Clarksbury U.M.C.! This fall our church will be offering
coats on our “Coat Rack” to individuals in need of warm coats for the winter months.
These coats may be new or slightly used. PLEASE make sure the coats are clean. These
coats will be available to our shut-ins, those who come to the Cryer Center mobile pantry
distribution the first Saturday of EACH month at Clarksbury, and to those who come to
Pastor Ken for assistance. If you have any questions, please contact me, Kathy Wright,
757-373-9166 or email kdwright@va.metrocast.net. God Bless.

Friend and Volunteer
By Jerry Dant
My Grandmother use to say "to be a friend you must have a friend". A great way to have a
special friend is to volunteer in a Nursing Home and Rehabilitation Center. Dockside,
formerly called Mizpah, in Locust Hill has lots of friends who would appreciate a friend to
volunteer to read the Bible to them,play a game with them, like Old Maid would be
fun. Some are not ambulatory and might enjoy a friend to just talk with them or watch a TV
show with conversation about the show or what is on their mind. Please consider
volunteering to a friend at Dockside. You can contact Shelia DeWolf, Activity Director, at
758-5260 or Jerry Dant, Volunteer Coordinator at 776-6975.
I promise you will reap more from the visit then you realize. There are 60+ residents and
each one is different and it will make you feel good and definitely make them feel like the
King or Queen for the day.

Community Outreach
Box Tops for Education
Just another way Clarksbury UMC can reach out to our community. Simply cut out those little
logos from cereal & snack boxes, cans & jars of food, paper goods, food & trash bags, a
wide variety of things -- and bring them to church. A Big Jar in the social hall is awaiting
them. With your donations St Clare Walker Middle School will gain the financial benefits
schools can earn in this program.
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Nurture and Outreach Committee
By Jerry Dant, Chairperson
We hope each and every one had a great Turkey Day and lots to eat. As we approach the
Birth of Christ, let us not forget our home bound members. If we all send a Christmas card
to one or more home bound member, what a gift that would be to the church members that
are sending the cards, and the home bound members receiving them. The committee will be
visiting each home bound member before the holiday with a surprise.
Merry Christmas to all from the Nurture and Outreach Committee!
Mail a letter or card of happiness to our home bound members!
If your last name starts with the letter listed below, please send a card or note to the shutins listed. Birthdays are in bold type. Why not make a home bound member smile by sending
them a card often as well as on their birthday.
If we all participate, our home bound members will get a card frequently from church
members, and will have more great memories of Clarksbury.

A-C
Roegean Speight 09/10
2939 Princess Ann Crest
Chesapeake, VA 27321

Ivey Huff 10/12
233 Mae Lane
Wake, VA 23176

Jane Crittenden 8/22
P.O. 30
Hardyville, VA 23070

Reggie Jackson 7/12
Riverside Convalescent Ctr.
P.O. Box 303
Saluda, VA 23149

Melvin Hawley 11/25
17504 General Puller Hwy
Deltaville, VA 23043

Myrtle Clark 10/2
P.O. Box 302
Deltaville, VA 23043

Pastor Jim Salmon 5/24
26306 Mattaponi Trail
Milford, VA 22524

Jean Cree
Georgia Manor #62
651 Riverwalk Place
Chesapeake, VA 23320

Joyce Mathews 8/27
451 Fishing Bay Estates
Box 11
Deltaville, VA 23043

D-G
Sue Myers 09/30
Westminster Canterbury
132 Lancaster Drive
Irvington, VA 22480

H-L
Betty Morris 9/27
221 Sturgeon Point Loop
Deltaville, VA 23043

M-Z
Janis Slaughter
228 Crab Neck Rd.
Hudgins, VA 23076

8

Power of God, Privilege of Prayer
Phil. 4:19 says, “And my God will supply all your needs according to
His riches in Christ Jesus.”
A woman tells of a time when, in desperation, she put this to the test. In her
mid-20's, left to raise two children on her own, her income from providing
child care had evaporated. Well-meaning family encouraged her to go on
public assistance, and they got angry when she said she would trust God.
One Friday evening, she was led to lay out all her monthly needs before the
Lord and pray, citing the above promise in faith. Saturday passed in a sense
of peace that her prayer had been answered, and it was Sunday that a friend
called with news about a job possibility.
The woman asked her friend what the job paid, and the amount mentioned
matched exactly the figure she had put before the Lord Friday night. She had
prayed specifically, leaving no room for doubt that this was His answer. She
took the job, of course, and got to watch as her income doubled within a few
months.
James 4:2 reminds us, “You don't have because you don't ask God.”
James, in Chapter 1, also says, “When you ask, you must believe and not
doubt.”
Finally, humble yourself in the sight of the Lord and, as it says in
Proverbs 3:5-6; “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your
paths straight.”
Submitted to His Glory by Bob Huff
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
Mobile Food
Pantry 9 a.m11 noon
5-5:45 p.m.
Contemporary
Worship
9
5-5:45 p.m.
Contemporary
Worship

3
Suzanne
Ramsburg
10-10:40 a.m.
Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship
Communion
10
10-10:40 a.m.
Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship

4
Sharon
Tullos
11 a.m.
Soup
Ministry

5
Becky Foster
7 p.m.
Trustees

6
Bible Study

7
Spencer
Crittenden
Choir
Rehearsal
7 p.m.

8

11
Anna White

12
EYCircle
6 p.m.

13
Bible Study

14
Choir
Rehearsal
7 p.m.

15

16
Mason Duke
5-5:45 p.m.
Contemporary
Worship

17
10-10:40 a.m.
Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship

18
11 a.m.
Soup
Ministry

20
Bible Study

21
Choir
Rehearsal
7 p.m.

22

23
5-5:45 p.m.
Contemporary
Worship

24
10-10:40 a.m.
Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship

25

19
Jenny
Crittenden
David Dobson
Finance &
Church
Council
7 p.m
26

27

28
Choir
Rehearsal
7 p.m.

29

30

31
10-10:40 a.m.
Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship

The deadline for the January 2018 Grapevine will be Tuesday, December 26.
Send items to pwalian@yahoo.com.
December Birthdays (If you know of any additions, deletions or corrections that should be made
to the birthday calendar, please let the newsletter editor know.)
Scripture reader for December is Betty Ann Tabler
Counters for December are Lee White and Tommy or Jenny Crittenden
Carl and Betty Tate will serve as ushers for December
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