Pastor Kends Corner

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (NRSV)

13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have
died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. ** For since we believe that
Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have
died.

15 For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left
until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died.

16 For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel's call and with the sound
of God's trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first.

17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to
meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever.

18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.

Fallis here!ll The lovely autumn foliage makes the trees glow with radiant colors. | so
love the coolness in the air and the drop in the humidity. Soon we will be looking for
SN OW...but not too soon yet.

For the Church, we are preparing for our Charge Conference at Lower UMC at 6:30 p.m.
on Sunday, November 5. Everyone is encouraged to attend, even though normally thereis a
low turnout. Come and hear what our church has done in the past year and what our church
is focused on for the coming year.

The yearisn’t over yet... November 1 is All Saints Day where we look to those
treasured memories of loved ones and the legacy they have left in our lives.

13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those
who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. **
For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus,
God will bring with him those who have died.
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We have the Lord’s word as comfort. He intended that we should be comforted in the
memories of our precious ones and in the hope of His promises as we press on to attain the
goal that Christ puts before us...in spite of what we see or hear in this fallen world.

The community involvement that you at Clarksbury UMC are engaged in is AWESOME.
Your Fall Food Bank, your partnership with the Cryer Center in our monthly Mobile Food
Pantry, the Soup Ministry and your commitment to Stand Against Hunger are key avenues
and opportunities to serve our local community and the larger community as well.

Thank you for YOUR SERVICE!!!

We have so very much to be thankful for as well...the memories of the Saints before
us, the hope for new tomorrows. We continue to give thanks and we continue to pray for
God’s will to be done. All these precious sentiments and ideas rekindle in us a hope for
coming together as a church and as a family of believers.

7Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds
together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the
Lord forever.

13 Therefore encourage one another with these words.

Do you ever wonder what that day will be like? The day when the trumpet sounds and
the Lord descends and we are caught up in the clouds...so many aspects of thatimagery are
just mind boggling and AWESOME. The thought of that day sometimes takes my breath away
and some days | feel that I’'m ready for that moment right now; and then | realize how much
more there is to do here, how many grandchildren and family members | want to watch grow

up to see them live into the calling God has for their lives...l can wait....

Advent is just around the corner and more details will follow later on the four-session
study by Max Lucado, Because of Bethlehem, that we will start toward the end of November.
There will be a sign-up list in the social hall. The cost for the book is $11 and I'll collect it at
our first few sessions. Tentatively plan for the first session to be on Wednesday, November
15, at 7 p.m. with the remaining sessions falling on November 29, December 6 and December
13.

Because of Bethlehem, we have a friend in heaven. We have a Savior in heaven.
Christmas begins what Easter celebrates. The child in the cradle became the king on
the cross. Because he did, there are no marks on our record, just grace. Because of
Bethlehem, we have the promise God is always near us. Always for us. Always in us. We
may forget him, but he never forgets us.

Advent sessions include: God Has a Face, Worship Works Wonders, God Guides the
Wise, and Every Heart Is a Manger.



| urge and commend all of you over the next few weeks to PRAY, to MEDITATE on
GOD’S WORD and to look to what you CAN DO for our Community and OUR CHURCH.

We together have pledged OUR prayers, OUR presence, OUR gifts, OUR service and
OUR witness for Christ and His Church.

Peace & Grace
Pastor Ken

Annual Budgefor 2017 Operating Fund$)112,185.00
Total Receivedor Operating Funds as Qfctober 31 2017:$89,438.09ncome
Neededto Date to Meet Budget$93,487.50

COFFEE HOUR FOR November ?22
November 5 Delores Decker
November 12 Luncheon
November 19 Phyllis Motley
November 26 Suzanne Ramsburg

If you would like to be a part of this ministry,
please contact Polly Van Benschoten, 776-0569
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A Message from Your Lay Leader .‘xﬁﬂ”(‘ KXy,
By Warren Wright | 7‘% |

By the time you read this article, the day of Thanksgiving 2017 will be fast approaching. We
have so much to be thankful for in our small part of God’s grand universe that we often forget
to stop and give praise to our creator. Thursday November 23rd is Thanksgiving Day. One day
in which we, like the early Pilgrims, set aside time in our busy schedules to give thanks to
God. Now, there is nothing wrong with that but the word of God tells us that this should be a
continual, daily, attitude.

You say thank you to God when you;

1) Spend time with Him (not just 1 hour a week)

When you forgive others

When you serve in His church

When you share His Plan of salvation

When you reach out to hurting people

When you give God the best of yourself

When you praise Him enthusiastically from the heart

After Thanksgiving, we will be moving toward the wonderful Christmas season, let us keep
that same spirit of thanksgiving alive. Although we live in turbulent times, we have so much
to be thankful for. This holiday season, let’s concentrate and pray for our church, Pastor Ken
and Terry, and all the families of our church and community. Let’s get away from
concentrating on the hustle and bustle of shopping and remember the real reason for the
season. You can set aside a time each day for yourself to make a connection to God and pray

for all of these things. | bet it will uncomplicated your personal world. Have a wonderful
Thanksgiving and I'll see you each Sunday.

From the words of Paul to the Corinthians, 2 Corinthians chapter 9, verse 15, “Thanks be
to God for this indescribable gift.”



UMM NEWS
By Warren Wright, UMM President

The United Methodist Men will hold their regular monthly business meeting on Monday
November 27t at 7 PM. At this meeting we will be:

1 planning and approving our 2018 budget

1 electing officers for 2018

1 reviewing Lenten Lunch dates for 2018

1 reviewing Bible Studies for Spring 2018

Remember that there are no membership or dues requirements to be a part of the United
Methodist Men of Clarksbury, just a willingness to serve Jesus Christ within your church and
community.

Mission-To Help Men Grow In Christ, So Others May Know Christ.

Worship Committee

By David Dobson Chairperson

The worship committee held its fall meeting on September 28 that was h
well represented by the members. Key details:

1 New annual planners came in to help guide the services.

Although, Becky has pretty much already planned out a year of music. She must be
bored in retirement (just kidding, busy as ever is more like it!)

1 The growth in youth attendance is promising and we are ready for the next step, a full
youth group, whenever it seems time. Becky of course gets all of the kids from time to
time to feed their appetite for music.

9 You do not want to miss what is planned for the Advent/ Christmas season. When the
date is known, be sure to call friends. | will assure you that if it all goes as planned, you
will be moved!

| also wish to tell a quick story. When my best friend’s father was dying, we made a visit to the
family one day. We were taken aback by what was described to us as “the wall of Love.” This
was a wall in the sunroom where he liked to rest and take in the view, as he was able, which
was covered by the cards and well wishes from friends, family, and those that cared about
him. Whenever he struggled, he could at a glance look over to the Wall of Love for
encouragement.

Let this encourage us all to reach out with notes, prayers, or cards to the homebound
members, the sick, elderly in nursing homes, or anyone who might need to know what God is
all about, because God is Love!

| am also asking for anyone who would like to join me on my monthly visits to
Dockside/Mizpah nursing home this Thanksgiving and Christmas season (third Sunday). We
always plan a little something extra for the holidays and anyone who can sing or play an
instrument is my friend!



Fall Food Pantry
By Fran Miller

Fall Food Pantry A Success!
We would like to thank all the people who made the Fall Food Pantry such a huge success -
the volunteers who helped sort our food, pack our grocery bags, and give up their day to help
distribute the food. On our distribution day, we were able to help 53 families comprising 204
people. We distributed 97 bags of groceries, 53 bags of toiletries, and items donated by the
Cryer Center. Thanks to the Soup Ministry and Bryan Motes, we were also able to distribute 53
quarts of chili. But that is not all this day




