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The Grapevine  

 
Clarksbury United Methodist Church 

15924 General Puller Highway, Hardyville, Virginia     October  2017          
www.clarksburyumc.com 
 

Our Mission: 
 

To receive and share God’s love through worship, education, service and outreach. 

Pastor Ken’s Corner 
 

Philippians 3:4-9 (NRSV)  
4 even though I, too, have reason for confidence in the flesh. If anyone else has reason to be 
confident in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of 
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee;  
6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 7 Yet 
whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8 More than that, 
I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I 
may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from 
the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on 
faith.  

Greetings to all as we are quickly moving into the fall with cooler temperatures, less 
humidity, the changing of the leaves, the harvesting of the crops in the fields, and our Fall Food 
Pantry coming Saturday, October 21.  If you want to participate in or find out more about this 
effort to feed and provide food assistance to those in our community, contact Fran Miller, 
Warren Wright, or myself.  There is always a need for prayers and willing hands for this effort. 

 
Having witnessed the destruction in so very many areas from the islands of the 

Caribbean, the Gulf Coast of Texas and Louisiana to the entire state of Florida and all the other 
areas that have been affected by these catastrophic storms this hurricane season,  we must 
remember that we still have another month or so remaining of hurricane season.   Pray without 
ceasing for those already recovering from these storms and for those who will be in the path of 
future storms. 

 
  I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing 

Christ Jesus my Lord. 
 
To add some perspective, Paul in Philippians places the greatest value on his 

relationship with Christ Jesus his Lord.  The world around us is temporary or temporal…the 
good times, the bad weather, our jobs, our health…are all so fleeting.    

http://www.gbgm-umc.org/clarksburyumc
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What lasts is “KNOWING Jesus as Lord”…that is Faith…“the hope for things not yet 

seen”…. 
 
As we see the inhumanity and insanity of gunfire into a crowd of people, see the images 

of carnage, hear the stories of horror and fear, we think what a fallen world we live in, fallen 
because of choices that evil or deranged people make.  But when we see the acts of heroism, 
the compassion of the first responders and the concert goers who worked to save and care for 
the wounded at risk to themselves, we give thanks for those who continue to strive to do good, 
to be compassionate, to be faithful to our Lord, even in the shadow of such horror and 
unspeakable acts.   

 
I know Paul saw acts of cruelty and horror in his world.  Rome’s rule was imposed on a 

lawless world for the most part…slavery, cruelty, thieves…all manner of evil.  That evil is still 
with us, but in spite of that…WE have FAITH in a LOVING GOD, just as Paul focused on the 
certainty of knowing Christ is the MOST valuable knowledge. 

 that I may gain Christ 9  and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through 
faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith  
 
I’m not making light of or diminishing the horrors we see and read about…as Paul states, 

everything else is less important than our relationship in Christ…“that we may be found in 
Him”…and “not of our own righteousness”  but…through FAITH in Christ.  

 
We rejoice in the hope, which comes from our faith, which comes from God! 
 
This Saturday is the first Saturday of the month so it’s time for the Mobile Food Pantry, 

and Clarksbury is the lead for this month in our rotation with Zoar and Philippi.  There is always 
plenty for everyone to do, so stop by anytime from 8:30 until 11 a.m. and join our conversation 
or just have a cup of coffee. 

 
Contributing to the needs of others, which our Soup Ministry does every first and third 

Monday of the month, is another food ministry that can always use more volunteers to make 
soup or help deliver or just pray for and provide other support for their efforts.  The “Soupies” 
actually delivered spaghetti this last Monday… so they give more than soup and compassion.  If 
you are interested in participating, give Kathy Wright a call to volunteer. 

 
The United Methodist Men are getting into the swing of fall activities.  They have begun 

a new Bible study.  A chopped pork BBQ dinner (Carolina Style), cooked on site, Eat -In or Take-
Out, is planned for Friday, October 27, from 4-6:30 p.m. Advance tickets are available from any 

member or can be purchased at the door--$10.  I personally like all kinds of BBQ 😊; fresh and 

made on site is best though😊. 
 
The other business of the fall season is what comes around every year.  Charge 
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Conference is set for Sunday, November 5, at 6:30 p.m. at Lower UMC; all are encouraged and 
invited to attend. 

 
  I urge all of us to be mindful of the gifts and talents with which our Creator has 

endowed us and to step forward to help in His ministries and in our community.   Prayerfully 
consider all of God’s ministries here and the role you can serve in them. 
            
      Clarksbury...keep praying.  Our congregation…and the WORLD…need your prayers. 
 
  Again our prayers and praises go up and His blessings come down, all the time! 

 
We, together, have pledged OUR prayers, OUR presence, OUR gifts, OUR service and 

OUR witness for Christ and His Church. 
 

                Peace & Grace 
     Pastor Ken  

 

 
 

 
Annual Budget for 2017 Operating Funds) $112,185.00 
Total Received for Operating Funds as of September 30, 2017: $79,057.09 
Income Needed to Date to Meet Budget: $84,138.75 
 

 
 

COFFEE HOUR FOR October 
 

 

October  1    Cacky Guill 
October  8    Gayle Gilliland 
October  15    Polly Van Benschoten 
October  22    Diane Faulkner 
October  29    Terry Cleveland 
 

If you would like to be a part of this ministry,  
please contact Polly Van Benschoten, 776-0569 
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A Message from Your Lay Leader 
Therefore, Go! With HOPE Through Hospitality  
Laity Sunday  October 15, 2017 
By Warren Wright 
 
 
Wait! What? “Therefore, Go! with HOPE Through Hospitality”? Often when we think of hospitality, we think 

of it through the lens of how we receive guests in our midst. But the reality is, we practice hospitality 

wherever we are, even when we are outside our home or church. We also receive hospitality. How we do 

both…offer and receive…reflects how we live out the calling of God upon our lives. The call of God is active, 

and it compels us to live out the Great Commission: “Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey 

everything I’ve commanded you. Look, I myself will be with you every day until the end of this present age” 

(Matthew 28:19-20). Where in the Great Commission does it say, “Therefore, come?” It doesn’t. It says, 

“Therefore, go!” Jesus modeled the Great Commission for us as he sent out the seventy (or seventy-two) in 

Luke 10. These disciples went out in a vulnerable fashion—without wallets, bags, or even sandals. It was 

necessary for them to be open to the hospitality of those to whom they were sent. They stayed with their 

hosts and ate whatever was offered to them. They heard people’s stories, responded to needs, healed the 

sick, and shared HOPE by proclaiming the message that “God’s kingdom has come upon you.” Did they wait 

for people to step through the door of the temple? No. Jesus sent them out, to reach out and to receive new 

people into the kingdom of God. Jesus taught them how they were to go out and make new disciples. 

These same discipleship paths are seen in the core process of carrying out our mission as stated in paragraph 

122 of the Book of Discipline.2 We make disciples as we: 

 
proclaim the gospel, seek, welcome and gather persons into the body of Christ 

 
lead persons to commit their lives to God through baptism by water and the spirit and profession 

of faith in Jesus Christ 

 
nurture persons in Christian living through worship, the sacraments, spiritual disciplines, and 

other means of grace, such as Wesley’s Christian conferencing 

 
send persons into the world to live lovingly and justly as servants of Christ by healing the sick, 

feeding the hungry, caring for the stranger, freeing the oppressed, being and becoming a 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/laity-sunday-2017-therefore-go-with-hope-through-hospitality#_ftn2
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compassionate, caring presence, and working to develop social structures that are consistent 

with the gospel; and continue the mission of seeking, welcoming and gathering persons into the 

community of the body of Christ. 

  

 The disciplinary paragraph may be summarized by the acronym HOPE: 

 
Hospitality—We go into the world in outreach and mission, offering hope through proclamation 

of the gospel, seeking, welcoming, and gathering as we offer (and receive) hospitality to (and 

from) those not yet in the body. 

 
Offer Christ — We provide opportunities for people to commit their lives to God through 

baptism by water and Spirit and profession of faith. 

 
Purpose — We nurture people in Christian living to help them find a true sense of purpose in life, 

learning what it means to live out their beliefs through acts of piety and acts of mercy, Christian 

conferencing, regular participation in the sacrament of Holy Communion, and other means of 

grace. 

 
Engagement – Through engagement, we again offer and receive hospitality. 

  

Hospitality is a means for people to explore a relationship with Jesus. Through hospitality, we encounter and 

respond to the call of God and find a sense of belonging among the church body. This happens through 

relationship, when laity in partnership with the clergy live out Jesus’ mandate to “go,” to offer and receive 

hospitality, building relationships, listening and responding to needs, creating that sense of belonging and 

sharing the hope of Jesus Christ. It is how we begin to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 

the world. 

On Laity Sunday, we celebrate that we are all called, laity as well as clergy, to go and make disciples. We are 

called to be the church together in a world so desperately in need of hope. Therefore, go! 

 
 
 
 
 



6 
 

 

 

 

 

Friend and Volunteer 
By Jerry Dant     
 
My Grandmother use to say "to be a friend you must have a friend".  A great way to have a special friend is to 

volunteer in a Nursing Home and Rehabilitation Center.  Dockside, formerly  called Mizpah, in Locust Hill has 

lots of friends who would appreciate a friend to volunteer to read the Bible to them,play a game with them, 

like Old Maid would be fun.  Some are not ambulatory and might enjoy a friend to just talk with them or 

watch a TV show with conversation about the show or what is on their mind.  Please consider volunteering to 

a friend at Dockside. You can contact Shelia DeWolf, Activity Director, at 758-5260 or Jerry Dant, Volunteer 

Coordinator at 776-6975. 

 

I promise you will reap more from the visit then you realize. There are 60+ residents and each one is different 

and it will make you feel good and definitely make them feel like the King or Queen for the day.   

 

 
 
 
 

UMM NEWS        
By Warren Wright, UMM President 
 

The United Methodist Men will be holding their Bible Study “If you want to walk on water, you have to get 

out of the boat” on each Monday night in October at 7 PM, except for October 23rd which will be at 6 PM 

followed by the regular monthly business meeting. The UMM will be sponsoring, with the help of the church 

social committee, a Barbeque dinner on October 27th. This is the annual fundraiser for missions for the 

UMM. Remember that there are no membership or dues requirements to be a part of the United Methodist 

Men of Clarksbury, just a willingness to serve Jesus Christ within your church and community. 

Mission-To Help Men Grow In Christ, So Others May Know Christ. 

 

 
Worship Committee 
By David Dobson Chairperson 
 
The Worship Committee will meet on Thursday, October 5th at 6:00p.m. 

Wherever you are- God Is Good! Dave 
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Fall Food Pantry 
By Fran Miller 

 

The next Food Pantry Day will be Saturday, October 21 from 9-11 a.m. Thanks to the generous donations of 

our church family, the community and grant money we received through the hard work of Warren Wright, 

Clarksbury is able to purchase the food we need for this upcoming food pantry.  However, we still need your 

help! We need volunteers to pack the bags on Tuesday, October 17 and for that Saturday to meet, greet, 

serve coffee, distribute the groceries, and help people to their cars with their bags. There is plenty of work to 

go around so please sign up to volunteer. The sign-up sheet is by the organ in the sanctuary. Thanks for your 

help in advance!  Yours in Christ,   The Food Pantry Committee 

 

Soup Ministry  
By Chairperson, Kathy Wright 
Lucy Blevins, Val Bradley, Diane Faulkner 
 
As we continue our soup ministry into the fall, the soup ministry committee and its volunteers will be 

providing a quart of homemade soup with a sleeve of crackers to each family that will be coming to the Food 

Pantry Distribution on Saturday, October 21, at Clarksbury U.M.C.  Just a reminder, the soup ministry 

provides homemade soup and crackers the first and third Monday of EACH month to those in need in the 

Deltaville area.  If you would like to participate in this important mission or you know of someone who could 

benefit from this mission, please contact me, Kathy Wright, at 757-373-9166 or email 

kdwright@va.metrocast.net.  God Bless. 

 

The Warming Tree  
By Chairperson, Kathy Wright 
Lucy Blevins, Val Bradley, Diane Faulkner 
 
Clarksbury U.M.C. added a new mission last fall 2016, The Warming Tree.  The Warming Tree will be set up in 

the fellowship hall the first weekend in November.  There will be “angels” on the tree that will indicate child 

or adult warming item to keep the individual warm during the winter months.  (1) You pick an angel from the 

tree, which indicates what you are willing to purchase or it can be homemade, (2) take an ornament from the 

ornament basket and place the ornament on the warming tree where your “angel” was hanging, (3) then put 

your “angel” in the basket beside the ornament basket, (4) after purchasing or making your item, return the 

item in a small bag or you may just place the item under the warming tree. 

 

mailto:kdwright@va.metrocast.net
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The warming items will be distributed to our shut-ins or those who come to the Cryer Center mobile food 

pantry which comes to our church the first Saturday of EACH month.  Pastor Ken will be distributing  some of 

these items to those coming to our church in need of assistance.  If you have any questions, please contact 

me, Kathy Wright, at 757-373-9166 or email kdwright@va.metrocast.net.  THANK YOU for participating in yet 

another important mission opportunity at YOUR church.  God Bless! 

 

The Coat Rack 
By Chairperson, Kathy Wright 
Lucy Blevins, Val Bradley, Diane Faulkner 
 

ANOTHER mission opportunity at Clarksbury U.M.C.!  This fall our church will be offering coats on our 

“Coat Rack” to individuals in need of warm coats for the winter months.  These coats may be new or 

slightly used.  PLEASE make sure the coats are clean.  These coats will be available to our shut-ins, those 

who come to the Cryer Center mobile pantry distribution the first Saturday of EACH month at Clarksbury, 

and to those who come to Pastor Ken for assistance.  If you have any questions, please contact me, Kathy 

Wright, 757-373-9166 or email kdwright@va.metrocast.net.  God Bless. 

 
 

 
Community Outreach  
Box Tops for Education  
 
 
Just another way Clarksbury UMC can reach out to our community. Simply cut out those little logos from 

cereal & snack boxes, cans & jars of food, paper goods, food & trash bags, a wide variety of things -- and 

bring them to church. A Big Jar in the social hall is awaiting them. With your donations St Clare Walker Middle 

School will gain the financial benefits schools can earn in this program. 

 

 
 
 

mailto:kdwright@va.metrocast.net
mailto:kdwright@va.metrocast.net
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Nurture and Outreach Committee  
By Jerry Dant, Chairperson 
 

We hope you are enjoying the cooler weather now that it is fall.  Ruth Wilder, the oldest member of 

Clarksbury reached her Heavenly Home in August.   Well, I have been "Snooping around" and asking different 

members their age and some would tell me and some looked the other way like I was being personal, so I 

decided not to ask anymore.  Then last Sunday, I looked and in walked a beautiful young lady and she did not 

mind telling me her age.  Would you believe that Sue Myers is now the 

oldest member of Clarksbury?  She is a sweet lady and often she will speak 

"up" and say something that is enjoyed by all including Pastor Ken.  Sue, 

we love you and you are loved by all of Clarksbury.  God Bless all until next 

month which will be Turkey Time. 
  

Linda Bartz and Delores Decker thought a bake sale in front of Deltaville 

Market might be a good way to raise money to aid the hurricane victims.  It really turned out great for both 

the members and the community. A total of $1200 was made for the hurricane victims.  The ladies of the 

church have delivered 22 quarts of soup and a sleeve of crackers to 22 families twice this month.  The men 

have filled 36 cleaning flood buckets to take to Yorktown, than they were taken to Virginia Beach to be sent 

to the warehouse in Louisiana.  The buckets will be used for hurricane clean-up which are badly 

needed.  Clarksbury has provided a washer and dryer for a family.  The church also hosted the Cryer Center 

Food Van which happens the first Saturday of each month where members of both Philippi and Zoar 

churches helping.  As you can see OUTREACH is a great way to show God's Love throughout the community 

and beyond. Thanks to All. 
 
 
 
 
 

Mail a letter of happiness to our home bound members! 
If your last name starts with the letter listed below, please send a card or note to the shut-ins 
listed. Birthdays are in bold type. Why not make a home bound member smile by sending them 
a card often as well as on their birthday.   
If we all participate, our home bound members will get a card frequently from church 
members, and will have more great memories of Clarksbury. 
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A-C   

Roegean Speight 09/10 

2939 Princess Ann Crest 

Chesapeake, VA 27321 

Ivey Huff 10/12 

233 Mae Lane 

Wake, VA 23176 

Fred & Jane Crittenden 

11/15,8/22 
P.O. 30 

Hardyville, VA 23070 

D-G   

Sue Myers 09/30 

Westminster Canterbury 

132 Lancaster Drive 

Irvington, VA 22480 

Reggie Jackson 7/12 

Riverside Convalescent Ctr. 

P.O. Box 303 

Saluda, VA 23149 

Melvin Hawley 11/25 

17504 General Puller Hwy 

Deltaville, VA 23043 

H-L   

Betty Morris 9/27 

221 Sturgeon Point Loop 

Deltaville, VA 23043 

 

Myrtle Clark 10/2 

P.O. Box 302 

Deltaville, VA 23043 

 

Pastor Jim Salmon 5/24 

26306 Mattaponi Trail 

Milford, VA 22524 

M-Z   

 Jean Cree 

Georgia Manor #62 

651 Riverwalk Place 

Chesapeake, VA 23320 

Joyce Mathews 8/27 

451 Fishing Bay Estates 

Box 11 

Deltaville, VA 23043 
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By Ivey Huff 
 

1948: Church on Sunday in Shanghai, China---quite an experience! 

 

According to our cook, Pete, there was only one Christian Church in the whole city; it was called 

Shanghai Community Church and that is where I attended, alone because my husband, Fred had 

to work. He was PX Officer and the commander opened the PX for locals on Sunday, 10 to 

noon, so Fred had to be there. I had a driver to take me to church and return for me at noon.  

After son Rick’s 2
nd

 birthday, I decided that it was time to introduce him to CHURCH. I had 

talked with one of the officers of the church and he said they had a nursery for young children 

staffed by volunteers, so off we went the Sunday after his birthday. We were directed to the 

downstairs room which was the Nursery, a very large room with two people, a Mother and her 

son, who was 3 years old. When she spoke, I realized that she spoke Russian, not English! She 

smiled at me, took Rick’s hand and started across the room toward her son, who was in a corner, 

playing with a train. Alarmed, I started to follow but she motioned me back toward the door and 

said what sounded like “sokay.” 

I had attended often enough to be aware of the system. There was no minister! Five or six men 

served as officers in charge. One of them selected the preacher, who turned out to be whoever 

was in the city that day. As it happened, this day’s find was French. This meant that the whole 

service would be in FRENCH! Fortunately, I had taken French in school, so I was confident that 

I could keep up. The problem was trying to sing “o Come, All Ye Faithful” in French, especially 

when the man sitting next to me was singing it in German. Finally, I understood “Speaking in 

tongues!” Actually, I didn’t do much singing; I was realizing what I had just done to my little 

son! I spent the entire hour praying to God, admitting that I was a terrible mother and asking 

Him to take care of Rick let him be all right, I think Ken and the Bible call the “praying without 

ceasing.” (To this day I can’t remember what I expected might happen to him!) As soon as the 

closing hymn was announced I slipped out and ran downstairs to rescue my son! When I entered 

the room, I found it filled with mothers and children. Off in corner sate Rick and the Russian boy 

playing with the train. When he saw me, Rick called out, “Hey Mommy, you know what he calls 

train? He calls it_____”, a word I don’t remember and couldn’t pronounce, anyway. Just then, 

the other boy picked up the engine and shouted “Train!!!!” Both started to laugh! By then I was 

beginning to feel silly and SO ASHAMED for having spent most of an hour pleading with the 

Lord to make it all right! As our pastor said last week, the Lord knows our thoughts before we 

express them! 

My lessons for that day; when you meet someone new, remember that it’s a child of God! The 

Russian mother and I exchanged smiles whenever we met. I didn’t know but one thing about her. 

She and I were both there to worship the same Lord! 
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The Grapevine 
October 2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 

11 a.m. 

Soup 

Ministry 

 

3 

7 p.m. 

Trustees 

4 

Tommy 

Crittenden 

Helen White 

5 6 

 

7 

Mobile Food 

Pantry 9 a.m-

11 noon 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

8 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

Communion 

 

9 

 

10 

Cacky Guill 

EYCircle  

7 p.m. 

11 

Danny Walton 

Janis Slaughter 

12 

Ivey Huff 

Choir 

Rehearsal 

7 p.m. 

13 

 

14 

Anne Tinney 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

15  

Eric Vaudt 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

 

16 

11 a.m. 

Soup 

Ministry 

17 

 

Finance & 

Church 

Council 

7 p.m 

 

18 

 

19 

Choir 

Rehearsal 

7 p.m. 

20 

 

21 

Food Pantry 

Distribution  

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

22  

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

 

23 

 

24  

 

25 

Jerry Duke 

26 

Choir 

Rehearsal 

7 p.m. 

27 

 

28  

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

29 

Phyllis Motley 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

30 31 

Kathy Wright 

    

 

 

The deadline for the November 2017 Grapevine will be Monday, October 23.  

Send items to pwalian@yahoo.com. 

October Birthdays (If you know of any additions, deletions or corrections that should be made 
to the birthday calendar, please let the newsletter editor know.) 
 
    Scripture reader for October is Kathy Wright 

Counters for October are Cacky Guill and Mary Banker 

Val Bradley and Cacky Guill will serve as ushers for October  

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=grapevine+graphic&hl=en&sa=X&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS400US401&biw=1280&bih=782&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=hNzP5PVe5TxaWM:&imgrefurl=http://www.walltowallstencils.com/stencil/ds2933/Large+Grape+Vine&docid=F892amtqvVq2lM&imgurl=http://www.walltowallstencils.com/d/ds2933.gif&w=375&h=228&ei=6GlCT-KaI4r50gHErMS6Bw&zoom=1
mailto:pwalian@yahoo.com

