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Our Mission:
To receive and share God’s love through worship, education, service and outreach.

Pastor Ken’s Corner
Romans 12:9-21 (NRSV)
9
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good;
10
love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor.
11
Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.
12
Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.
13
Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.
14
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.
15
Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.
Oh, how this world could use a tractor trailer truck load of genuine LOVE. When I read
about or listen to media reports of violence in this great country, I cringe in sadness. We are to
hold fast to what is good, as the scripture says:
“hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with mutual affection;
outdo one another in showing honor.”
I am not going to focus on what others have done or said, whether true or false. We are
to Love with a mutual affection. I L O V E you…you L O V E me…and others as well.
We are to be zealous and passionate and serve our Lord and Savior with an ardent
(which means “to burn”) LOVE. We can be and should be passionate about our lives and those
around us. We should be fervent and zealous about serving our Lord and Savior and sharing
Jesus Christ’s grace and peace to a hurting world…NOT spewing hate and hurling stones and
clubs at each other.
Let us concentrate on what we should be doing…
12
Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the
needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.
We rejoice in the hope, which comes from our faith, which comes from God!
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With that thought in mind…this Saturday is the first Saturday of the month so it’s time
for the Mobile Food Pantry, and Clarksbury is the lead for this month in our rotation with Zoar
and Philippi. There is always plenty for everyone to do so stop by anytime from 8:30 until 11:00
a.m. to join our conversation or just have a cup of coffee. I love to see the faces and chat with
the people who come each time we host this food pantry with the Cryer Center.
Extending hospitality to strangers, and in some cases our NEIGHBORS, happens each
time we distribute food, whether it is through the Cryer Center or one of our food pantry events.
Contributing to the needs of others, which our soup ministry does every first and third Monday
of the month, is another food ministry that can always use more volunteers to make soup or help
deliver, or just pray for and provide support for others. Are YOU Interested? Give Kathy
Wright a call to volunteer.
The travels of summer, the vacations, and the “rest and relaxation” we hoped for are
almost over. All the visits that we looked forward to with such anticipation are in the past. I
know I am ready, almost ready, that is, for the “joys” of the summer to pass. Though the miles
of driving and the excitement of seeing and being with grandchildren and family members is
wonderful, sometimes we need a breather to recover from all the vacation time. I’m glad to
have visited; now I’m ready to recuperate from the vacation. What about you? 😊
It’s almost time to get back into the swing of our fall ministries: the choir will resume
their regular schedule; the UMM will begin a new Bible study; the UMW will have projects to
do; our fall food pantry will be a focus for the Church and the community in the weeks to come.
The other business of the fall season is what comes around every year—that is Charge
Conference and all that goes with the many aspects that need to be revisited in the life of our
church. Nominations and Leadership committee members will be calling to encourage each of
you to consider prayerfully how you can be a part of Christ’s ministries here at Clarksbury. I
urge all of us to be mindful of the gifts and talents with which our Creator has endowed us and
step forward to help in His ministries in our church and in our community. Prayerfully consider
all of God’s ministries here and the role you can serve in them.
Clarksbury….keep praying. Our congregation… and the WORLD…need your prayers.
Again our prayers and praises go up and His blessings come down, all the time!
Redouble your efforts to pray and meditate on His WORD daily. We can serve our
community selflessly, and we can celebrate those sheep who have lost their way (like you and I
have at different times) when they are found and returned to the fold.
I believe it is our FAITH in Jesus that we put into ACTIONS for and with the YOUTH
and YOUNG of our community that truly lives into the above commands from our Lord.
We together have pledged OUR prayers, OUR presence, OUR gifts, OUR service and
OUR witness for Christ and His Church.
Peace & Grace
Pastor Ken
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COFFEE HOUR FOR September
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Surprise
Petra Walian
Betty Tate
Kathy Wright

If you would like to be a part of this ministry,
please contact Polly Van Benschoten, 776-0569

Annual Budget for 2017 Operating Funds) $112,185.00
Total Received for Operating Funds as of August 31, 2017: $70,634.09
Income Needed to Date to Meet Budget: $74,790.00
Calling All Christians
Remember being asked about having supporting evidence of being a Christian?
"The King will reply, 'Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least
of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.'" – Matthew 25:40
Brothers and sisters in Christ. The devastation in Texas and the gulf
region to property and people is overwhelming. As believers, it is our
moral duty to rise to this tragedy and help in any way we can. Please take some time to
pray on the following requests that have been made by the American Red Cross (ARC):
 Volunteers who can go to the region and help support the efforts. Those in place
are already overworked and this is only the beginning.
 Give Blood. Blood drives in the destroyed and flooded area have obviously not
happened and there is a critical shortage of Type O. They will take all types, if
you can give, remember He who gave His for you.
 Give any funds you can. This is better than goods since it allows the ARC to put
resources where most needed.
There's an old saying about how an act of kindness, no matter how small, can never be
meaningless. Even minor displays of love can change lives for the better. Don't pass up
an opportunity to help where it's needed. These moments may be brief, but they'll be
remembered.
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A Message from Your Lay Leader
Thoughts about Labor Day
By Warren Wright
I think Labor Day is a kind of strange holiday. While we call it "Labor Day," we try to
do as little labor as possible and most working people have the day off. I don’t recall
anyone wishing me a "Happy Labor Day" or sending me a Labor Day card. We don’t
give corsages, decorate the house, or give Labor Day gifts. Even the florists and
greeting card manufacturers haven’t found a way to capitalize on it. Of course, it’s a
boon to resorts and tourist centers and a bad weekend for the Church because everyone
wants to travel.
Like most things, Labor Day is different things to different people. To the factory or
office worker, it may be a day off. But, for mothers who have both Dad and the kids to
deal with, it’s a tough day. For policemen, who must deal with extra heavy traffic and
alcohol abuse, it’s a tough day. To farmers and ranchers, it’s just another day to feed the
cattle and work in the field doing things that allow no holiday.
For Christians it is an opportunity to talk about work and its rewards. Work is a very
important part of God’s revelation and will for people. God has always honored and
provided work. God is a worker Himself and appreciates rest as he tells us in Genesis.
2:2. He created us in His image and gave us work to do. "For we are God’s
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do." Even from the beginning, God gave men work to do, Genesis.
2:15.When Jesus came to earth, God honored work: He announced His birth to working
shepherds. Jesus Himself learned a trade and worked with His hands. Jesus chose
working men as s His apostles and called them from their labors to His side. Jesus
preached His message to the working class and common people.
So you see we do carry our Christian principles into the work world, our work becomes
a Christian ministry. This gives work new meaning and dignity.
We can’t, on the other hand, claim to be Christians if our Christianity is only a one day a
week affair. God does care what you do Monday through Friday whether you are an
employee or employer. There is great encouragement in knowing this.

2 Thessalonians 3: 10- “For even when we were with you, we gave you
this command: Anyone unwilling to work should not eat.”
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A Message of Gratitude
By Pastor Eric Vaudt
"Grace and peace in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, and thank you for all of your
prayers! As you all know by now, I was finally ordained at Annual Conference this
year. Many of you experienced "The Process" as I arrived at Clarksbury as a full-time
local pastor in 2008 on the path towards ordination, and some came to know my
struggles and frustrations. I will always be grateful for your prayerful support as I
navigated my way through the Board of Ordained Ministry, both as your pastor and
after I left Clarksbury. I know your prayers did not stop. May God richly bless you for
your unwavering support."

UMM NEWS
By Warren Wright, UMM President
The United Methodist Men will hold their first after summer meeting on Monday
September 25th at 7 PM. At this meeting we’ll be selecting our Fall Bible Study and
planning for the October barbeque. Remember that there are no membership or dues
requirements to be a part of the United Methodist Men of Clarksbury, just a willingness
to serve Jesus Christ within your church and community.
Mission-To Help Men Grow In Christ, So Others May Know Christ.

Worship Committee
By David Dobson Chairperson
Yogi Berra (the quotable Yankee) once wrote “where ever you go,
there you are”. So, wherever you are this month, keep in mind these
ways to worship when not at our physical church.









Start the day quietly with God. (psalm 46:10)
Write down things for which you are thankful every day. (psalm 106:1)
Be awe-mazed at who God is and what He does. (psalm 145:6)
Sing and dance like David (the biblical one, not me). (psalm 149:3)
Take a fast from grumbling. (Phil 2:14-15
Read a Psalm to start the day. (psalm 19:7-8)
Go outside and take a walk—stop and use all your senses to enjoy God’s
creation. (psalm 19:1-2)
Worship God by loving the people in Your life. (John 13:34)
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Lord, I have surrendered this day to You. I will follow where You guide
and do Your will as You reveal it to me. Please help me to fulfill this
promise that my life might glorify You alone. Amen.
Worship Committee will resume gathering and a proposed 9/28, 6pm meeting is
hereby called. It is my intention to discuss Thanksgiving/ Christmas plans.
Also, a HUGE thanks and blessings to Becky for adding new and exciting ways of
worship with solos, duets, special musical pieces, and of course her powerfully
uplifting smile!
Wherever you are- God Is Good!
Dave

Community Outreach
Box Tops for Education

Just another way Clarksbury UMC can reach out to our community. Simply cut out
those little logos from cereal & snack boxes, cans & jars of food, paper goods, food &
trash bags, a wide variety of things -- and bring them to church. A Big Jar in the
social hall is awaiting them. With your donations St Clare Walker Middle School will
gain the financial benefits schools can earn in this program.

NURTURE AND CARE COMMITTEE
By Jerry Dant, Chairperson
Well, friends summer is almost over and fall is coming. Just think over half of the year
is gone. Our dear friend, Ruth Wilder, and the oldest member of Clarksbury, reached
her Heavenly Home with Our Lord in August. Ruth was a delightful person who
enjoyed Clarksbury Church, Bible Studies and never met a stranger. She always had a
smile on her face and a chuckle in her voice when she saw you whether friend or
stranger. Ruth dearly loved visits, cookies and candy and always gave you a hug and
thanks when you left from the visit. A Celebration of Life Service was held for Ruth on
August 25th in her Beloved Clarksbury Church. What a Glorious Day it will be when
we all get together in Heaven. God Bless.
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Mail a letter of happiness to our home bound members!
If your last name starts with the letter listed below, please send a card or note to the
shut-ins listed. Birthdays are in bold type. Why not make a home bound member smile
by sending them a card often as well as on their birthday.
If we all participate, our home bound members will get a card frequently from church
members, and will have more great memories of Clarksbury.

A-C
Roegean Speight 09/10
2939 Princess Ann Crest
Chesapeake, VA 27321

Ivey Huff 10/12
33 Mae Lane
Wake, VA 23176

Fred & Jane Crittenden
11/15,8/22
P.O. 30
Hardyville, VA 23070

Reggie Jackson 7/12
Riverside Convalescent Ctr.
P.O. Box 303
Saluda, VA 23149

Melvin Hawley 11/25
17504 General Puller Hwy
Deltaville, VA 23043

Myrtle Clark 10/2
P.O. Box 302
Deltaville, VA 23043

Pastor Jim Salmon 5/24
26306 Mattaponi Trail
Milford, VA 22524

Jean Cree
Georgia Manor #62
651 Riverwalk Place
Chesapeake, VA 23320

Joyce Mathews 8/27
451 Fishing Bay Estates
Box 11
Deltaville, VA 23043

D-G
Sue Myers 09/30
Westminster Canterbury
132 Lancaster Drive
Irvington, VA 22480

H-L
Betty Morris 9/27
221 Sturgeon Point Loop
Deltaville, VA 23043

M-Z
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PRAYER FOR PROTECTION
The light of God surrounds us;
The love of God enfolds us;
The power of God protects us;
The presence of God watches over us.
Wherever we are, God is!
I came across this short prayer fifteen years ago during a very sad and
difficult time in my life. I started praying the prayer first thing in the
morning, many times during the day and before going to sleep at night.
It helped me and I wanted to make it more personal, so I changed the
“us” to “me” and the “we are” to “I am” and added thanks be to God at
the end.
I have had such comfort, joy and peace from this short prayer and I
wanted to share it with my church family and friends.
--Anne Tompkins
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The Grapevine
September 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
Food Pantry 9
a.m-11 noon
5-5:45 p.m.
Contemporary
Worship
9
5-5:45 p.m.
Contemporary
Worship

3
Sydney&
Sierra Funk
10-10:40 a.m.
Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship
Communion

4
11 a.m.
Soup
Ministry

5
7 p.m.
Trustees

6

7
Choir
Rehearsal
7 p.m.

8
Dawn
Crittenden

10
Roegean
Speight
10-10:40 a.m.
Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship

11

12

13

14 Ashley
Moore
Choir
Rehearsal
7 p.m.

15
Petra
Walian

16
Conner
Crittenden
5-5:45 p.m.
Contemporary
Worship

17 Linda Bartz
10-10:40 a.m.
Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship

18
11 a.m.
Soup
Ministry

19 Amber &
Brittany
Mauney
Finance &
Church Council
7 p.m

20

21
Choir
Rehearsal
7 p.m.

22

23 Norman
Sibley
Bobby Weis
5-5:45 p.m.
Contemporary
Worship

24
10-10:40 a.m.
Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship

25

26

27
Betty Morris
Jerry Dant

28
Choir
Rehearsal
7 p.m.

29

30
Sue Myers
5-5:45 p.m.
Contemporary
Worship

EYCircle 7 p.m.

The deadline for the October 2017 Grapevine will be Sunday, September 21.
Send items to pwalian@yahoo.com.
September Birthdays (If you know of any additions, deletions or corrections that should be
made to the birthday calendar, please let the newsletter editor know.)
Scripture reader for September is Petra Walian
Counters for September are Helen White and Petra Walian
Petra Walian and David Dobson will serve as ushers September 3
Alan Miller and Lynn Bisogno will serve as ushers September 10th and 17th
Linda Dobbins and Anne Thompkins will serve as ushers September 24th
9

