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Our Mission:
To receive and share God’s love through worship, education, service and outreach.

Pastor Ken’s Corner
Romans 12:3-8 (NRSV)
3
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more
highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the
measure of faith that God has assigned.
4
For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function,
5
so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of
another.
6
We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith;
7
ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in
generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.
We are deep into vacation season; families are heading out on or returning from
their trips. We pray for travel mercies for those on the road traveling long distances
and short… spending time at the beach or a rest in the mountains or out on the water.
As we prepare to move through the summer, everyone should be concentrating
on staying hydrated and covering up and wearing hats and using sun screen. As we
enjoy the beauty of the summer and consider how we prepare to meet each day’s
enjoyment, we take stock of the weather predictions, we plan our road trips, we arrange
hotel/motel reservations and flight reservations, etc., and we do all of this as second
nature.
Considering all the various possibilities and interactions is natural for any
season; in essence, we look at various conditions and consider our actions for our day’s
activities. How much more important in the long term is our “sober judgment, each
according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.” We are fairly good at
planning our vacations and trips, essentially short term items. Yet, we are less adept at
the planning and judgement of our spiritual gifts and graces. We rarely, soberly and
consciously, assess and evaluate how we are using our faith and the spiritual gifts and
talents that God has given us.
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Each month Clarksbury has multiple ministries where many and various gifts
and talents can be utilized and exercised. We have prayer warriors, soup makers, many
congregants with welcoming personalities, musical talents, inviting attitudes and
gracious generosity. In this community we have shut-ins who could be visited or called
or sent cards. We have people who are trying to make it through each week, getting
food to feed their children. The list of needs seems endless at times.
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have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in
proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the
exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.
Clarksbury IS doing a great deal in the ministries in which we have actively
engaged. I am just posing these questions to each member of our congregation, to
YOU!!!
 Where are YOUR gifts and talents?
 How can WE reach out to more in our community?
 When can YOU contribute your gifts and talents to the church and the
community?
It is good to take stock of what we are doing, and it is also necessary to
reevaluate what the needs are in our community because we serve not just our
congregation but this community as well, in partnership with other churches and
organizations. We must continue to invite others to join us and when possible go out
into the community and serve our neighbors.
All of our service must be with an attitude of gratitude… gratitude to our Lord
for the gifts and talents he has given us, for His grace, for our faith, for the ability to
teach, for the ability to encourage and give generously. The scholarships recently
awarded to our graduates from YOU the Church are an encouragement to these young
people.
Let us not forget or leave out being compassionate and cheerful. Celebrate this
season of excitement and enjoyment, hectic though it may be.
Terry and I are looking forward to miles of traveling over the next few weeks—
visiting family and friends and walking around with our grandchildren and seeing my
beloved Black Hills of South Dakota…Mt. Rushmore, here we come! I can hardly
wait until Kalvin and Nolan get to see what Gutzon Borglum and others carved on that
mountain of granite, and I want to be there to see their eyes observe the mountain and
see the four famous faces change colors with an early morning sunrise.
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Thanks be to God for your servant hearts and attitudes… we are truly in “7
ministry, in ministering” when we serve others.
Now we are ready to march into August!!!
 On the first Saturday (August 5) we have our Mobile Food Pantry in
partnership with Hands Across Middlesex/Cryer Center from 9:30 -11
a.m. There is always plenty of work to go around for all, so come and be
part of this ministry.
 The first and third Monday’s Soup Ministry is a vibrant and thriving
investment of time, prayers, and SOUPwith precious members of our
community. Thank you to all who contribute and support with soup and
prayers. See Kathy Wright for any questions or to volunteer to help with
this ministry.
Clarksbury….keep praying. Our congregation… and the WORLD need your
prayers.
Again our prayers and praises go up and His blessings come down, all the time!
Redouble your efforts to pray and meditate on His WORD daily. We can serve
our community selflessly, and we can celebrate those sheep who have lost their way
(like you and I have at different times) when they are found and returned to the fold.
I believe it is our FAITH in Jesus that we put into ACTIONS for and with the
YOUTH and YOUNG of our community that truly lives into the above commands from
our Lord.
We together have pledged OUR prayers, OUR presence, OUR gifts, OUR service
and OUR witness for Christ and His Church.
Peace & Grace
Pastor Ken

COFFEE HOUR FOR August

August
August
August
August

6
13
20
27

Jerry Dant
Anne Tompkins
Fran Miller
Polly Van Benschoten
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If you would like to be a part of this ministry,
please contact Polly Van Benschoten, 776-0569

Annual Budget for 2017 Operating Funds) $112,185.00
Total Received for Operating Funds as of July 30, 2017: $54,632.84
Income Needed to Date to Meet Budget: $56,092.50

A Message from Your Lay Leader
By Warren Wright
Several years ago when Pastor Eric was on vacation and I had the opportunity to lead
the service, we had an out of town visitor on Sunday morning, I’m pretty sure that I had
never seen her before. After the service she expressed to me how much she enjoyed the
order of the church service, the music, and the friendliness of the membership. She
waited patiently at the front door to continue to speak to me as I greeted the other
worshipers. I could tell she had something else on her mind. She wanted to talk about
“coincidences” in life and did God have anything to do with these events. Immediately
a book that my good friends Bob and Betty Ann Tabler gave to me several years ago
titled “When God winks at you” came to mind. Through many individual stories this
book shows how God speaks to us through the power of “Coincidences.” Every time
you receive what some call a coincidence or an answered prayer, it’s a direct and
personal message of reassurance from God to you, or what the author calls a
“godwink”. It’s a clear message of reassurance, that no matter how uncertain your life
seems at the moment, God will help you move toward certainty. One of the most
compelling stories in this book is about a lady who lived in Anaheim, California. She
passed the famed Crystal Cathedral every day for twenty years, saying to herself that
one Sunday she was going to worship there. That one Sunday came and she settled in
her seat beside a young woman who was a total stranger. After the service they
exchanged greetings and the conversation turned to where the young woman was from,
and she said the Midwest. “Oh, I guess you are visiting family?” the older woman
asked. No, I’m actually here to try and find my birth mother; I’ve been told she may
have moved here after she gave me up for adoption. The older woman said, I am from
the Midwest and I had to give my daughter up for adoption. The younger woman
asked, do you remember her birthday? Yes it was October 30th, that’s my birthday the
younger woman exclaimed. They looked deeply into each other’s eyes and immediately
knew that they were mother and daughter. How’s that for a remarkable coincidence!
I believe our visitor left Clarksbury assured that God is truly in control of coincidences.
“In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines his steps”. Proverbs 16:9
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UMM NEWS
By Warren Wright, UMM President
The United Methodist Men will be off the months of July and August, returning on
Monday September 25th at 7 PM. At this meeting we’ll be selecting our Fall Bible Study
and planning for the October barbeque. Remember that there are no membership or
dues requirements to be a part of the United Methodist Men of Clarksbury, just a
willingness to serve Jesus Christ within your church and community.
Mission-To Help Men Grow In Christ, So Others May Know Christ.

Worship Committee
By David Dobson Chairperson
The worship committee is taking a break this summer. We will get
back to business soon enough. Summer is a time of travel and
relaxation for many. The sun and warmth beckons and there are many things to do.
Pastor Ken and Terry will be on a well-deserved break to start August and parishioners
will get a healthy dose of laity filling in. Thanks to Warren and Fred for always being at
the ready.
There are times when we do not make our regular church services but that is no excuse
for not having a moment to worship our God. Paul put in his letter to the Romans
[12:1-2].

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing
of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and
acceptable and perfect.
Go with God, Dave

Community Outreach
Box Tops for Education

Just another way Clarksbury UMC can reach out to our community. Simply cut out
those little logos from cereal & snack boxes, cans & jars of food, paper goods, food &
trash bags, a wide variety of things -- and bring them to church. A Big Jar in the
social hall is awaiting them. With your donations St Clare Walker Middle School will
gain the financial benefits schools can earn in this program.
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Scholarship Committee
CORALIE WOOLRIDGE SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATION
On June 25, 2017, Clarksbury UMC was proud to present to five (5) of our own young people,
scholarships to assist them in furthering their education. Recipients include:
 Hannah Clark who is returning to RCC studying Nursing. She has recently started an
internship at Riverside Walter Reed in Gloucester.
 Christopher Glenn, son of Melanie Glenn and grandson of Don and Becky Wilhite.
Christopher is entering the College of William and Mary this fall as a Monroe Scholar.
He intends to major in Science/Math.
 Mason Duke, son of Jeannie and Jerry Duke and grandson of Lee and Helen White.
Mason is attending Virginia Tech this fall with an intended major in Agriculture and
Turf Management.
 Ashley Morris, granddaughter of Betty Morris, has been accepted by Old Dominion
University in Norfolk. Ashley plans to study Education/Psychology.
 Melany Slaughter, granddaughter of Janis Slaughter, is returning to Randolph Macon
College in Ashland, VA as a junior. She is majoring in English/Biology with a particular
interest in writing.
We at Clarksbury UMC pledge our continuing support to these youth and prayers for their
success.
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NURTURE AND CARE COMMITTEE
By Jerry Dant, Chairperson
Well, we have had the hottest weather in a long time and we hope you have
stayed cool. Saw in the local paper that Reggie Jackson had quite a
birthday celebration. Way to go Reggie! This month the theme for Home Touch
is KINDNESS. Well, the other day my grandson called and told me he had to
read 2 books before going to high school and each had more than 300 pages. So
granny is going to challenge herself to send each home bound member a card
during the month of August. Can I challenge you to send a card to some of the home
bound members during the month of August or maybe all of them?
..."so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in
kindness toward us in Jesus Christ,,, (Ephesians 2:7)
Mail a letter of happiness to our home bound members!
If your last name starts with the letter listed below, please send a card or note to the
shut-ins listed. Birthdays are in bold type. Why not make a home bound member smile
by sending them a card often as well as on their birthday.
If we all participate, our home bound members will get a card frequently from church
members, and will have more great memories of Clarksbury.

A-C
Roegean Speight 09/10
2939 Princess Ann Crest
Chesapeake, VA 27321

Ivey Huff 10/12
33 Mae Lane
Wake, VA 23176

Fred & Jane Crittenden
11/15,8/22
P.O. 30
Hardyville, VA 23070

Reggie Jackson 7/12
Riverside Convalescent Ctr.
P.O. Box 303
Saluda, VA 23149

Melvin Hawley 11/25
17504 General Puller Hwy
Deltaville, VA 23043

Myrtle Clark 10/2
P.O. Box 302
Deltaville, VA 23043

Pastor Jim Salmon 5/24
26306 Mattaponi Trail
Milford, VA 22524

Jean Cree
Georgia Manor #62
651 Riverwalk Place
Chesapeake, VA 23320

Joyce Mathews 8/27
451 Fishing Bay Estates
Box 11
Deltaville, VA 23043

D-G
Sue Myers 09/30
Westminster Canterbury
132 Lancaster Drive
Irvington, VA 22480

H-L
Betty Morris 9/27
221 Sturgeon Point Loop
Deltaville, VA 23043

M-Z
Ruth Wilder 5/12
Westminster Canterbury
132 Lancaster Dive
Irvington, VA 22480
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August PoP!
(Power of Prayer!)
Answers
Helen Inwood, a Guideposts author
Answers to prayers
Come in various ways,
Sometimes in minutes,
Sometimes in days.
And some take years
To fully unfold
The harvest of love
And blessings they hold.
Answers to prayers
Come in various forms,
Sometimes in sunlight,
Sometimes through storms.
Some blossom early
And some blossom late
But each one will flower -Have faith and wait!
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The Grapevine
August 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
7 p.m.
Trustees

2

4
Victoria
Forest

5
5-5:45 p.m.
Contemporary
Worship

11
Gayle
Gilliland
Donald
Wilhite

12
5-5:45 p.m.
Contemporary
Worship

6
Marion Miller
10-10:40 a.m.
Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship
Communion

7
11 a.m.
Soup
Ministry

8

9

3
Suzie
Dunaway
Powell
Helen Johnson
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13
Jordan Tullos
10-10:40 a.m.
Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship

14
Ken Wilt

15
Finance &
Church Council
7 p.m

16

17

18

19
5-5:45 p.m.
Contemporary
Worship

20
F.Myrtle Clark
10-10:40 a.m.
Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship

21
11 a.m.
Soup
Ministry

22
Jane Crittenden

23

24

25

26
5-5:45 p.m.
Contemporary
Worship

27
BettyAnn
Tabler
Jim Chenowith
10-10:40 a.m.
Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship

28

29
Lynn Bisogno

30

31
Jade Tullos

31

The deadline for the September 2017 Grapevine will be Friday, August 25.
Send items to pwalian@yahoo.com.
August Birthdays (If you know of any additions, deletions or corrections that should be made to
the birthday calendar, please let the newsletter editor know.)
Scripture reader for August is David Dobson
Counters for August are Alan Miller and David Dobson
Linda Dobbins and Mary Banker will serve as ushers.
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