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Our Mission:
To receive and share God’s love through worship, education, service and outreach.

Pastor Ken’s Corner
Romans 6:15-23 (NRSV)
15
What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means!
16
Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves
of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to
righteousness?
17
But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from
the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted,
18
and that you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.
19
I am speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you once
presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now
present your members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification.
20
When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.
21
So what advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The
end of those things is death.
22
But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is
sanctification. The end is eternal life.
23
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
What an AWESOME God we serve!!! Annual Conference was a very great blessing for
Terry and me. The worship, the teaching, the fellowship… the list goes on… then add the Holy
Spirit into the mix and you have some idea of what I felt at Conference last month in Hampton,
Virginia, where our York River District hosted the Annual Conference.
One word…WOW! We have a Bishop who is picking up where Bishop Cho left of with
our congregations focused on prayer. Now Bishop Sharma D. Lewis is adding to our Mission
Statement a definition for Disciples… “The Disciple of Jesus Christ is a lifelong learner who
influences others to serve.” Oh, how we were led and motivated to serve! Energy and Holy
Spirit filled power were there in Hampton and, I daresay, went out from there across our
conference as those in attendance take the WORD back to their home congregations. See Fred
Dant, Warren Wright or Terry and see how they react.😊 😊
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Thank you to Theresa Keeton for providing a very inspiring message while we were off
to conference. What a true blessing friends are, especially spirit gifted and talented Lay Servants
like Theresa.
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But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient
from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, 18 and that you, having
been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.
As we finish June and I reflect upon the labors of Clarksbury UMC, I am inspired how
“obedient from the heart” you are and continue to be so many times.
Thank you, Ladies, for preparing and serving a great Father’s Day breakfast. I know I
love my gift… a ball cap that says FBI and Jesus in big letters… I am a Firm Believer In Jesus!
How about you?
The list of accomplishments continues….
Your devotion of time and talents to the Food Pantry (our first SUMMER version) added
to the spring and fall editions. The outpouring of generosity, the magnitude of the food collected
and donated…extraordinary! Days and days of bags and bags…ask Fran for a better idea of how
much went into those bags that we distributed. Each of the bags was individually prepared, the
food was checked, the toiletries inspected and bagged, and every person who came into
Clarksbury was greeted and served by an awesome team of volunteers…. THANK YOU
CLARKSBURY!!!
Not to forget that during the same week as Food Pantry we partnered with Zoar and
Philippi for our yearly Vacation Bible School, with Zoar as host and organizing church this year
in our three church rotation. Smiles from children as they learned the “old stories” of Adam and
Eve, Noah, Moses and Jesus, and the songs, activities, skits and the FOOD, with cookies added
for good measure…(😊 😊), made for a great experience for all!!!
The UMM and UMW had a great BBQ dinner…over 200 meals prepared and served …
with plenty of BBQ, slaw and baked beans. The ladies were great at serving and the desserts
were super. I have it on good authority that the rolls were awesome; one of these days I will get
to eat in time to get one😊! If you noticed, Lee White oversaw the kitchen crew and Brian
Motes kept us “OUTSIDE” runners in line. The building fund will be nicely blessed with a tidy
addition of funds!
Thank You…Nurture and Outreach committee and all those who rescued me Friday
evening from having to feed those nearly 70 hungry workers and children at VBS.
Thank you again to all the people who prayed and volunteered and assisted in so many
supportive ways to these evolutions (VBS, Food Pantry and BBQ).
Thanks be to God for your servant hearts and attitudes…we are truly “slaves of
righteousness” when we serve others.
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Now we are ready to march into July!!!



On the first Saturday (July 1) we have our Mobile Food Pantry in partnership with
Hands Across Middlesex/Cryer Center from 9:30-11 a.m. There is always plenty of
work to go around for all, so come and be part of this ministry.
The first and third Monday’s Soup Ministry is a vibrant and thriving investment of
time, prayers, and SOUP 😉 with precious members of our community. Thank you to
all who contribute and support with soup and prayers. See Kathy Wright for any
questions or to volunteer support.

Clarksbury...keep praying. Our congregation…and the WORLD need your prayers.
As you go on summer vacations may God’s mercy be with you and see you safely
returned.
Again our prayers and praises go up and His blessings come down, all the time!
My prayer will be that WE continue to pray and meditate on His WORD daily. We can
serve our community selflessly, and celebrate those lost sheep that have lost their way (like you
and I have at different times) when the lost are found and returned to the fold.
I believe it is our FAITH in Jesus that we put into ACTIONS for and with the YOUTH
and YOUNG of our community that truly lives into the above commands from our Lord.
We together, have pledged OUR prayers, OUR presence, OUR gifts, OUR service and
OUR witness for Christ and His Church.

Peace & Grace
Pastor Ken
COFFEE HOUR FOR July

July
July
July
July
July

2
9
16
23
30

Ice Cream Social
Linda Bartz
Val Bradley
Mary Banker
Terry Cleveland
If you would like to be a part of this ministry,
please contact Polly Van Benschoten, 776-0569
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Annual Budget for 2017 Operating Funds) $112,185.00
Total Received for Operating Funds as of June 30, 2017: $54,632.84
Income Needed to Date to Meet Budget: $56,092.50

A Message from Your Lay Leader
VA UMC Annual Conference meets in Hampton June 16-18, 2017
By Warren Wright, Lay Leader
With the theme of “A New Thing”, based on Isaiah 43:19, “Behold I will do a new
thing, now it shall spring forth; Shall you not know it? I will even make a road in the
wilderness and rivers in the desert,” the 235th session of the Virginia Annual
Conference of the United Methodist Church, under the leadership of first year Bishop
Sharma D. Lewis met at the Hampton Roads Convention Center on June 16-18, 2017,
with over 3,000 Clergy and Laity delegates in attendance. In attendance at the Annual
Conference representing Clarksbury were Pastor Ken and Terry. Once again this year,
I represented the York River District as an at large delegate along with Fred Dant who
also was a York River District delegate at large. My duties as a delegate began the day
that I received the 2017 Book of Reports (consisting of 197 pages plus addendums). It is
my responsibility to read and understand all of this report before attending conference
and voting on any amendments or resolutions. Pastor Ken and I delivered 31 health
kits, 3 sewing kits, 12 school kits, and 10 cleaning buckets for Clarksbury’s contribution
to “Kits for Conference.” For many, the conference began Friday morning at 7:00 am,
where volunteers gathered at the vacant parking lot across from the Conference Center
to bag potatoes for the Society of St. Andrew Potato Project. The actual Annual
Conference began at 1:00 pm on Friday with separate meetings for the Clergy and Laity.
These meetings were used to review the schedule and rules of order for the conference.
Bishop Sharma D. Lewis called the 235th session of the Virginia Annual Conference to
order promptly at 3 pm. As is custom, the gathering sang And Are We Yet Alive" This
beautiful hymn by Charles Wesley has been sung by persons gathering for Holy
conferencing since the beginning of the Wesleyan movement.
Episcopal Address
Bishop Lewis shared what she had learned in her nine months of being bishop
in the Virginia Conference. She stated that her vision was formed through her
visits to the 16 districts for listening sessions called “Chat and Chews.” At these
sessions, she met with clergy for one session and laity for a second session,
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adding up to a total of 32 listening sessions and 7,823 miles since Sept. 2016.
“How many of you would agree with me that it’s time to be intentional about
creating a culture of disciple-making? How many of you would agree with me
that it’s time for us to identify, equip and deploy “emergent” leaders sitting on
pews by fostering a culture of call?” she asked. Lewis said she knew God
wanted to do a new thing in Virginia and that in order to do this, first the
conference must change their focus, then clarify the focus and finally commit to
God’s plan. Lewis said that in order to capture this new thing in the conference
then the focus must change and not look backwards. She took this time to also
apologize. “As I listened and engaged with several clergy groups and received
letters from laity, some of you have been hurt by clergy, by laity, by the system
or just disappointed in The United Methodist Church. I stand before you as
your bishop to apologize for the hurt and pain that some of you have endured
and to challenge us together re-write some “new narratives” in the Virginia
Conference,” she said. “We are covenant brothers and sisters in ministry, laity
will be valued, that women are called to lead large churches, that young clergy
will have a denomination to serve, that small churches can grow and we will
respond to human suffering.” Lewis shared that she would share her vision for
the conference during her Sunday closing worship sermon. Lewis ended by
talking about the commitment that this new thing would require. “The overall
question for us this afternoon – have we committed ourselves to the work of the
Kingdom? Not your church, not your district. Have we committed to love our
brothers and sisters – no matter what color, race gender or sexual
orientation? Have we committed as United Methodist to practice scriptural
holiness?” said Lewis.
Bible Study
Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett, who leads the Birmingham Episcopal Area, led
Bible Study on Saturday and Sunday mornings.
Service of Remembrance and Holy Communion
The Rev. Tom Joyce, assistant to the bishop, preached for the Service of
Remembrance and Holy Communion in which 35 conference clergy and laity
who died since the last Annual Conference were remembered.
One Matters Award and Harry Denman Awards
The One Matters award was given to Bethel United Methodist Church,
Elizabeth River District. Representing the church was Pastor Barbara J. St. Jean,
church council chair Frances Dixon and member Sarah Seeley.
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The clergy Denman award went to the Rev. Reggie Tuck, senior pastor of
Messiah Bethel United Methodist Church, Alexandria District. Laity award
went to Johnnie Morris, member of Journey Bethel United Methodist Church,
Farmville District. Youth award went to Nicole Kent, member of Cunningham
Bethel United Methodist Church, Charlottesville District.
Conference Business
Seven churches were discontinued in five districts. Five new faith communities
and their pastors were introduced including two online campuses.
The body discussed two of five resolutions and passed a resolution on
Hydraulic Fracturing Oil and Gas and another on Holy Land travel.

Fredericksburg District Superintendent Ted Smith announced the district’s
name change to Rappahannock River District effective July 1.
The body voted to keep the 2016 delegates for the special 2019 General
Conference.
Conference Treasurer David Dommisse shared that membership is down but
giving is up. The conference reserves have risen from a negative to a positive.
Glory Sightings video series
Bishop Lewis introduced a new feature to Annual Conference this year. Called
“Glory Sightings,” this video series was shown throughout conference to
highlight mission and ministry throughout the Virginia Conference. In her
meetings around the state, a common theme she heard from both clergy and
laity was, not knowing enough about what was happening in the conference in
mission. These videos included a school-church partnership, a drumline
ministry with youth and women’s ministry in Cambodia.
A Service for the Ordering of Ministry
This was the highlight of the conference for many of us, as we saw former
Pastor Eric Vaudt ordained as an Elder in full connection. Fifteen men and
women were ordained elders, one was ordained deacon, 15 were commissioned
as provisional members, one recognition of associate member and 40 were
licensed as local pastors in the Saturday evening Ordering of Ministry service.
Mississippi Area Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. delivered the sermon, preaching
about the Holy Spirit. "The Holy Spirit is anxious today to fall on people. It's
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anxious to transform people who will transform the world." he said. Addressing
those especially who are preparing for ministry, "If the Holy Spirit is not
working through you, it's not because the Holy Spirit doesn't want to. It will
only work when you allow the Holy Spirit to do its work." Swanson talked
about his mother being born in segregated Mississippi. She left Mississippi and
met Swanson's father. Her father was an itinerant local preacher in the local
church. Bishop Swanson didn't know this until he went to Mississippi to serve
as bishop because his grandfather died the year the bishop was born. His
grandfather held him at 6 months old and didn't know he was holding a future
bishop in that segregated Mississippi. He called on the body to listen for the
word of God. “It is God's word that sets people free, that liberates the
oppressed, that liberates you to preach in a hostile church, and heals the church
and raises the dead. It is the word of God. Don't be duped into abandoning
God's word," he said. Swanson then said, "I know I'm out of order," and invited
Bishop Lewis to stand beside him and issued an altar call to any who felt God
calling them. After a time of people coming forward to answer that call, the
service continued with
Bishop Lewis conducting the Licensing of Local Pastors, the Commissioning of
Provisional Members and the Ordination of a Deacon and Elders.
Closing Worship
Bishop Lewis reflected on how God has chosen her to lead the Virginia
Conference and how humbled she was to be in this position. She clarified her
vision for the conference over the next four years: For the Virginia Annual
Conference to be Disciples of Jesus Christ, who are lifelong learners, and who
influence others to serve. Lewis emphasized that every person in the
conference, whether clergy or laity, has a circle of influence, and the ability to
keep learning in which to attain this vision. "Wouldn't it be powerful if all of
Virginia is on the same page with our intentional discipleship making?" she
asked. "Where's your circle of influence? Golf course, nail salon, friends,
church?” She said a person of influence enlarges people, navigates for other
people, connects with people, empowers people and reproduces other
influences. Walking among the people, then standing on a chair, the bishop
said, "I need you. Young adults, I need you. Older adults, I need you. You don't
always learn what to do. You learn what not to do." “I know it's not prim and
proper to be standing on a chair, but I'm going for broke," she said. "I'm going
to let you in on a secret. Many of you are saying you don't see it. That's okay.
I'm going to be here four years and I'm going to help you see it!" "Jesus is my
thing. Discipleship is my thing," she stated.
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Below are the of the 2017 Annual Conference highlights:


Resolutions (proposed)- There were 5 resolutions to vote on, however, because
of time restraints, the body discussed only two of the five resolutions and passed
a resolution on Hydraulic Fracturing Oil and Gas and another on Holy Land
travel.



Constitutional Amendments (proposed)- There were 5 constitutional
amendments (that will amend the Discipline of the UMC), coming from the 2016
General Conference in Portland, Oregon, to vote on. These were voted on by
paper ballots and we do not know the results of those votes as of yet. Here is the
rationale for those proposed amendments:
I.

II.

III.

IV.

V.

(New ¶ 6) The Constitution contains a paragraph on racial justice but not
one on gender justice. The language of this petition is parallel to the
language of Article 5 on racial justice already in our Constitution. It is an
affirmation that, as part of our core foundational beliefs, this church will
forever stand against any actions, organizations or individuals that
discriminate or dehumanize women and girls anywhere on this planet.
II. (¶ 4) Adding “gender” (meaning male and female) to the Constitution
affirms and protects The United Methodist Church’s commitment to
gender equity throughout our worldwide connection. “Gender” is the
disciplinary term for fair treatment of women and men (e.g., ¶16). The
addition of the proposed final clause allows gender-specific groups like
United Methodist Women and United Methodist Men.
III.(¶ 34) The provision in ¶ 13. Article I. 2, “Delegates shall be elected in a
fair and open process by the annual conferences,” is unduly vague. The
addition of this one sentence to paragraph 34 of The Book of Discipline
helps clarify that General Conference delegates shall be elected by the
body of annual conference instead of simply being appointed by the
bishop. Bishops appointing delegates without delegates being properly
elected has been a practice in some central conferences.
IV. (¶ 46) As is the case for the jurisdictions, episcopal elections in the
central conferences should be held in the regular sessions of those
conferences, except when unexpected vacancies occur because of the
death or early retirement of one or more bishops.
V. (¶ 50) Judicial Decision 475 ruled unconstitutional the Council of
Bishops holding its individual members accountable for their work,
referencing ¶ 50 of the Constitution. This legislation follows Judicial
Decision 1275 requirement of a legislative resolution from General
Conference so the Council of Bishops may provide oversight of it’s
members.
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Church Closings-Seven churches in five districts were presented for closing and
approved by the delegates of the Annual Conference.



Kits report-1,397 layette kits, 12,987 school kits, 4,479 birthing kits, 26,599 health
kits, 366 cleaning buckets, 390 bedding kits, and 540 sewing kits, and 254
miscellaneous kits were collected. Total of 47,012 kits, this compares to 51,935
collected last year (down 4,923).



Food collected- 7,025 pounds of food was collected at Annual Conference for the
Peninsula Food Bank. Each attendee at conference was requested to bring 4 nonperishable items for collection. Also, 5,090 pounds of produce was directed
toward the Peninsula Food Bank.



Society of St. Andrew- The annual potato drop was once again held this year,
however; this will be the last year that this event will happen at the Annual
Conference.



Conference offering-With a goal of $150,000, the Annual Conference offering
collected was over $118,000 (more will be collected) with proceeds collected
going to: Methodist Mission in Cambodia-$50,000-Methodist Church of Brazil
program for at risk children-$25,000-Training of laity in UMC churches in
Mozambique-$25,000-Funding disaster relief in Virginia Conference-$25,000 and
$25,000 to Virginia Volunteers in Mission.



Dates for Annual Conference- 2018 Annual Conference will be held in Hampton
on June 15-17, 2018 and back to Roanoke in 2019 and 2020.



2017 Conference membership*- 325,099 down 1,245 from 2015. Weekly worship
attendance 98,938 up 685 from 2015. Reaffirmations of faith were at 3,840. (*as of
the end of 2016)



2018 Conference Apportionments- Will be close to 2017 levels with a reduction
in the overall conference budget of $218,000 or 0.68% (reducing Conference
Apportionments by $172,000).



Conference Web Site- You can go to www.vaumc.org for more Annual Conference
information.

In closing I want to give thanks to the York River District for allowing me to be a
representative at the Annual Conference, however I present this report to you as your
Lay Leader. It was a wonderful experience to be at the Virginia Conference of the
United Methodist Church doing God’s work in all corners of the world and here at
home in the Good Ole USA. I always consider the time that I spend at Annual
Conference as my “Spiritual Retreat” and this year was no exception.
Warren Wright, Lay Leader and York River District Delegate at Large to the Annual
Conference. Luke 11:29-32
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UMM NEWS
By Warren Wright, UMM President
The United Methodist Men will be off the months of July and August, returning on
Monday September 25th at 7 PM. At this meeting we’ll be selecting our Fall Bible Study
and planning for the October barbeque. Remember that there are no membership or
dues requirements to be a part of the United Methodist Men of Clarksbury, just a
willingness to serve Jesus Christ within your church and community.
Mission-To Help Men Grow In Christ, So Others May Know Christ.

Worship Committee
By David Dobson Chairperson
I scream, you scream, we all scream for ice cream!
We all have heard that one before, but did you know it is related to scripture? Look at
Psalm 35:27
Let them shout for joy, and be glad, that favor my righteous cause: yea, let them
say continually, Let the LORD be magnified, which hath pleasure in the
prosperity of his servant.
Seems like an ice cream passage to me!
There are no pressing issues currently on the table, but we will be looking to assemble
later in the summer to look at the fall and winter calendar and see how we are able to
enhance the worship experience.
The worship committee would like to extend thanks to the social committee and the
church council for making the first ice cream social on 2 July possible. It is my hope this
becomes an annual summer event as we celebrate our youth moving forward with
scholarship in hand, our church family enjoying a special treat, and of course, the Glory
of God!
As always, if you have comments or ideas concerning the worship service, I would love
to hear them.
Dave
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Food Pantry
Summer Food Pantry A Success!
By Fran Miller, Chairperson
We would like to thank all the people who made the Summer Food Pantry such a
success – from the volunteers who gave up their day to the people who donated food
and/or money. On our distribution day, we were able to help 49 families. We
distributed 91 bags of groceries, 49 bags of toiletries, 49 hams, rolls and juices. The hams
were donated by Bryan Motes, our famous “barbecue man”. Thanks to the Soup
Ministry, we were also able to distribute 48 quarts of soup. We think the families felt the
caring and welcoming attitudes of our volunteers that day. We, as a group, felt that we
were doing what God meant us to do – reach out and help our neighbor. We truly felt
the Spirit! During the year, we continue to donate groceries to families asking for help,
so when you go shopping, please pick up some items for our pantry! Again, thank you
for all you have done. Our next Pantry Day will be in October and we will be seeking
volunteers to help with this in September. So keep on the lookout for our next
newsletter article!
The Food Pantry Committee

Community Outreach
Box Tops for Education
Just another way Clarksbury UMC can reach out to our community. Simply cut out
those little logos from cereal & snack boxes, cans & jars of food, paper goods, food &
trash bags, a wide variety of things -- and bring them to church. A Big Jar in the
social hall is awaiting them. With your donations St Clare Walker Middle School will
gain the financial benefits schools can earn in this program.

“Freedom is the last, best hope of the earth.” Abraham Lincoln
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HYMNOLOGY 101
July 2017
“Does Jesus Care?”
By Polly Van Benschoten
1 Peter 5:7 – Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you.
oyce Smith told me about this hymn—I was not familiar with it; it isn’t in our hymnal. The
words are comforting and the melody lovely (I listened on YouTube).

J

Does Jesus care when my heart is pained
Too deeply for mirth or song,
As the burdens press, and the cares distress,
And the way grows weary and long?
Refrain:
Oh, yes, He cares, I know He cares,
His heart is touched with my grief;
When the days are weary, the long nights dreary,
I know my Savior cares.
Does Jesus care when my way is dark
With a nameless dread and fear?
As the daylight fades into deep night shades,
Does He care enough to be near?
Does Jesus care when I’ve tried and failed
To resist some temptation strong;
When for my deep grief there is no relief,
Though my tears flow all the night long?
Does Jesus care when I’ve said “goodbye”
To the dearest on earth to me
And my sad heart aches till it nearly breaks–
Is it ought to him? Does he see?

F

rank Graeff (1860-1919) was a Methodist minister in the Philadelphia area from 1890 until
his death. He liked working with younger people and especially children and he became
well known for his story telling and for writing articles for children in different publications. It
is believed that he wrote more than 200 hymn lyrics. He also wrote a novel that was quite
successful, The minister’s Twins.” He was known to be a cheerful, positive person in spite of
experiencing serious physical issues and personal losses. He may have found comfort in the
above scripture and this led him to write these words.
Joseph Lincoln Hall (1866-1930) wrote the music for the hymn.
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NURTURE AND CARE COMMITTEE
By Jerry Dant, Chairperson
Have you ever felt guilty about something you should have done and
not done? Well, I do. I have not been sending cards to the home bound
members for a while. For this I apologize and promise to do better in the coming
month. If you feel the same way, please write one soon. We have added two new
people to the list. Mrs. Joyce Mathews and Mr. Melvin Hawley. Check the list in the
newsletter and their names might be beside your initial. We have even seen some of
them at our church services and outings. The Nurture Committee hopes you have a
happy and Blessed 4th of July and to see you soon.
Mail a letter of happiness to our home bound members!
If your last name starts with the letter listed below, please send a card or note to the
shut-ins listed. Birthdays are in bold type. Why not make a home bound member smile
by sending them a card often as well as on their birthday.
If we all participate, our home bound members will get a card frequently from church
members, and will have more great memories of Clarksbury.

A-C
Roegean Speight 09/10
2939 Princess Ann Crest
Chesapeake, VA 27321

Ivey Huff 10/12
33 Mae Lane
Wake, VA 23176

Fred & Jane Crittenden
11/15,8/22
P.O. 30
Hardyville, VA 23070

Reggie Jackson 7/12
Riverside Convalescent Ctr.
P.O. Box 303
Saluda, VA 23149

Melvin Hawley 11/25
17504 General Puller Hwy
Deltaville, VA 23043

Myrtle Clark 10/2
P.O. Box 302
Deltaville, VA 23043

Pastor Jim Salmon 5/24
26306 Mattaponi Trail
Milford, VA 22524

Jean Cree
Georgia Manor #62
651 Riverwalk Place
Chesapeake, VA 23320

Joyce Mathews 8/27
451 Fishing Bay Estates
Box 11
Deltaville, VA 23043

D-G
Sue Myers 09/30
Westminster Canterbury
132 Lancaster Drive
Irvington, VA 22480

H-L
Betty Morris 9/27
221 Sturgeon Point Loop
Deltaville, VA 23043

M-Z
Ruth Wilder 5/12
Westminster Canterbury
132 Lancaster Dive
Irvington, VA 22480
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This is a PoP! (Power of Prayer!)
This comes from a 1997 Lenten Devotional from Beach UMC in Jacksonville, FL:
The Power of Prayer and Praise
"Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the
Lord." Psalms 31:24 (KJ)
Last August I went for my 6-month check-up with the doctor who treats my diabetes (which
I've had since 1955). One of his standard questions is, "Do you have any chest pain?" My
standard answer is always "No." This time, however, I offhandedly added, "but I do get this
burning sensation when Ken and I ride the (tandem) bike." His response was "I think you ought
to see a cardiologist." (Kind of funny I thought -- seemed more like a respiratory problem to me.)
Sooo, the next day I was in the cardiologist's office and he scheduled me the following week for
a cardiac catheterization.
The above scripture was part of a daily devotional just three days after my visit with the
cardiologist. Talk about encouragement! The Sunday before the procedure I was put on the
prayer board in our Pairs and Spares International Sunday School class and also filled in a prayer
request card in church-With the Word and prayers there, was no doubt everything would be
okay.
The cath was scheduled for 8:30 am on Thursday, August 22, and from this point, (it's now
been six months!) everything kind of runs together... it was determined that a triple bypass (it
turned out to be a quad) was needed. Thursday turned into Friday and surgery was successfully
done. Praise the Lord! Indeed!
There were so many prayers being lifted up for me -- I surely felt them. Beach UMC has a
prayer chain that works, praying angels in the chapel on Monday morning, a pastor who's there,
and a slew of folks Ken and I consider our family here in Jaguarsville. Of course our families in
Virginia and elsewhere, their churches and friends from all over had me in their prayers. Ken had
made a "few" phone calls on Thursday night!
What gives me so much joy, though, in the telling of this story, is about the pray-ers (the ones
doing the praying in the hospital chapel) while I was in the operating room. Ken told me that the
song Father I Adore You came to his mind while he was there in the chapel, so he began singing
it -- and the loving community of believers there with him (about a dozen) sang, too. They were
not only praying -- they were praising! When he told me this, my repaired heart could have burst
with joy!!
Prayer: Father, we do adore you, and when we have fears or doubts, may we just praise your
name and feel the assurance that your divine will will be done, and with that be content and
maybe even joyful! In Jesus' precious name, Amen. Terry Cleveland 2/22/1997
I still love to share this story -- No Doubt, there are other PowerOfPrayer testimonies out there
that our Believing-Prayer-Warriors of Clarksbury UMC would benefit from reading as
well. Please submit them to our editor, pwalian@yahoo.com, whenever they cross your mind.
(She'd appreciate receiving anything Before the monthly deadline:) Others will receive a
Blessing from what-ever is in your heart (or memory) to share!
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The Grapevine
July 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
Food Pantry
Clarksbuy 9am
5-5:45 p.m.
Contemporary
Worship
8
Charlie Weis
5-5:45 p.m.
Contemporary
Worship

2
10-10:40 a.m.
Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship
Communion

3
Betty Tate
Fred Dant
11 a.m.
Soup
Ministry

4
Val Bradley
Jamie Sibley
7 p.m.
Trustees

5

6
T.C. Moore

7
Eric Miller

9
Vaughan
Crittenden
10-10:40 a.m.
Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship

10
Lewis
Musick
Warren
Wright

11
Mae Belle
Fitzerald

12
Raymond
Jackson

13

14
Jean
Hattorf
Billy
Jackson
Elizabeth
West

15
5-5:45 p.m.
Contemporary
Worship

16
Delores Decker
10-10:40 a.m.
Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship

17
11 a.m.
Soup
Ministry

18
Mary Banker
Finance &
Church Council
7 p.m

19

20

21

22
Camcy
Courten
5-5:45 p.m.
Contemporary
Worship

23
10-10:40 a.m.
Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship
30
10-10:40 a.m.
Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship

24

25

26
Alexander
Crittenden
Bob Tabler

27

28
Connie
Robertson
Brian
Cittenden

29

31
Beth
Bristow

The deadline for the August 2017 Grapevine will be Monday, July 24.
Send items to pwalian@yahoo.com.
July Birthdays (If you know of any additions, deletions or corrections that should be made to
the birthday calendar, please let the newsletter editor know.)
Scripture reader for July is Helen White
Counters for July are Don Van Benschoten and Chuck Banker
Linda Bartz and Gayle Gilliland will serve as ushers.
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