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Pastor Ken’s Corner
Luke 11:1-4, 9-13 (NRSV)
1 He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him,
"Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples." 2 He said to them, "When you pray,
say: Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. 3 Give us each day our daily bread.
4 And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not bring
us to the time of trial."
9 “So

I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door
will be opened for you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds,
and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 11 Is there anyone among you who, if
your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? 12 Or if the child asks for an egg,
will give a scorpion? 13 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children,
how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"
Summer is here! Yay!!! School is out and many vacation plans are firming up.
Swim suits, shorts and T-shirts are the favorite attire, and people are headed to beaches
and all manner of SUMMER locations and festivities. Sit back…rest…relax…and give
thanks!
Annual Conference in Roanoke is complete and for the NEXT TWO years the
Annual Conference will be in Hampton. It was a three-day series of meetings and
conferencing with clergy and laity alike…a time to renew friendships and catch up on
the different, vibrant ministries God has called us to…in partnership with my lay and
clergy friends.
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We had a series of awesome worship services and Bible studies. I am going try
to figure out if we can share some of these great messages at our Saturday services or at
some other time as yet to be determined.
I’m certain Warren and Terry can and will give you their opinions and
perspectives on the Conference. I loved it! I felt like I was in worship and partnership
with our Lord and Savior…MOST of the time.
My Conference experience started with a beautiful drive past the Shenandoah
Valley and into scenic Roanoke. The trip was great. I woke up Friday morning at 6
a.m. to head off to a 7 a.m. Society of Saint Andrew Potato Drop, where we (there were
about a hundred of us) bagged many thousands of pounds of potatoes for local food
banks in one hour (that’s the quickest I’ve ever seen us sort those bags out).
Then it was on to the Clergy and Lay Sessions, respectively, for the opening and
beginning of our conferencing.
Saturday evening saw licensing, commissioning and ordination for over 55 men
and women into service for our Lord Jesus Christ as local pastors, deacons and elders.
Sunday brought us together again to worship and to conference as well as for
what most people were anxiously awaiting—the fixing or setting of appointments for
the rest of this year and next year until Annual Conference. No appointments are SET
until the Bishop pronounces them SET at annual Conference.

Terry and I will be returning to serve Jesus Christ here at
Clarksbury for another year. Praise the Lord!!!
This was Bishop Young Jin Cho’s last year as presiding Bishop as he retires this
year. Mandatory retirement is 72, and the entire conference will miss him and his
servant heart and his focus on our spiritual lives with our Lord Jesus Christ.
Again and again he focused us all on doing God’s will— not our will and to be in
prayer… like the Lord’s Prayer above. “Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom
come. 3 Give us each day our daily bread.” The complete surrender of our will to GOD’s
will—that is what is required.
When we, out of our humility and faith in Jesus Christ, “Ask, and it will be given
you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. 10 For
everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who
knocks, the door will be opened.” We live into that attitude of gratitude. When we
surrender our will to God’s will, it is no longer we who live, it is Christ who lives in
and through us.
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Following Bishop Cho’s leadership, it can easily be seen how God is working
through him to do His will. His encouragement toward revitalizing our faith lives and
our prayer lives, and assisting others through the No More Malaria campaign, to name
just one, has been inspiring for many, including me. Bishop Cho is a very humble and
spiritual man, along with his longtime wife and partner in ministry, Kiok Chang Cho.
Kiok retired this year as a Deacon in Full Connection, along with 50 other elders,
deacons and licensed local pastors at a Saturday afternoon service which recognized
over 1,200 years of combined service on their part. The Conference wished each and
every one of them and their spouses Godspeed.
July has a great deal going on for Clarksbury….
The UMM’s Bible study (Adam Hamilton’s Making Sense of the Bible) takes a
break for a while. We are thoroughly enjoying this walk through the scriptures and
gaining new insights.
We need to start now working on our plans to host the Vacation Bible School
(VBS) this year, August 8-12. It is never too early to get started on the multitude of
items that need to be done BEFORE we kick off. The sign up list is posted in the
sanctuary; check it out and sign up…please. 
The theme will be “Surf Shack”, and I can’t wait to break out my Hawaiian
shirts and take a trip to the Beach . There will be more on VBS later from David
Dobson and Jerry Dant who will be heading up our efforts and
combining/coordinating efforts with Zoar and Philippi. The Registration Form is
available on our web page under resources.
Our Church Council, your Lay Leader (Warren) and I have determined that we
want to see Clarksbury UMC become a Prayer Covenant Church. I encourage EACH of
us to look at the Covenant for Spiritual Discipline guidelines that I will post outside my
office and will have posted on our webpage. In order to be a prayer covenant Church
we need to move towards getting 10 percent of our congregation to be involved in and
practicing a “one hour daily” spiritual discipline, such as prayer, meditation, fasting,
and so forth.
I would like to establish a weekly prayer group. I think the adult Sunday school
already meets that requirement for the Prayer Covenant Congregation…but what about
another group on a day other than Sunday?
We could start a class on prayer; I have several great books and studies. Please
give me your feedback and let me know what you think.
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I dislike sounding like a broken record. But, do we truly abide in our faith in
Jesus? Have we welcomed the Lord into our lives? There should be evidence
somewhere in our daily lives that bears witness to WHO we belong to and WHO we
have faith IN.
Are we children of Christ’s PROMISE…willing to be servants to our neighbors,
just as Jesus is to us? Or, are we too busy with our own desires and pursuits to lend
others a hand or assistance?
Are you still seeking God in your daily lives? How is your FAITH evident in
YOUR priorities? How do you determine how to spend YOUR time?
Saturday, July 2, is our Mobile Food Pantry day in partnership with the Cryer
Center, and Clarksbury is signed up for volunteer assisting. All of you who can are
invited to come, see what is being done, lend a hand as the need arises, and SEE what
your Church is doing IN OUR community every month.
Keep our Soup Ministry, those who serve and those who are served, in your
prayers. Think about how you can partner with and support this worthy ministry.
Who doesn’t like a great serving of homemade soup? If you have questions about how
you can help, feel free to ask Kathy Wright or Helen White or, as a last resort, Me….
We together have pledged OUR prayers, OUR presence, OUR gifts, OUR service
and OUR witness for Christ and His Church.
What are YOU doing that demonstrates that He (The LORD) lives in YOU???
Peace & Grace
Pastor Ken

Annual Budget for 2016 (Operating Funds) $108,223
Total Received for Operating Funds as of April 30, 2016: $35,406.67
Income Needed to Date to Meet Budget: $36,074.32
COFFEE HOUR FOR JULY

July 3
July10
July 17
July 24
July 31
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Polly Van Benschoten
Val Bradley
Diane Faulkner
Suzanne Ramsburg
Terry Cleveland

“Freedom is the last, best hope of the earth.” Abraham Lincoln

A Letter of Thanks!
Anne Thompkins

D

ear Church Family,
It is with a grateful heart that I want to thank everyone who was thoughtful and
kind, keeping me and my family in their prayers when I had my surprise heart
attack. (It is not the best way to get a helicopter ride).
I appreciated your phone calls, cards, flowers, plants, and the food.
I want to thank Pastor Ken and Terry for my hospital visit and prayers.
All of the visits from my church family made my days go by a little faster,
but nothing made me feel more special and loved than all the hugs and good wishes
from you all when I was able to come back to church. May God bless each of you.
Love and hugs, Anne

UMM NEWS
By Warren Wright, UMM President

T

he United Methodist Men will not meet during July and August. We will next
meet again on Monday September 12th at 7 PM, resuming our Adam Hamilton
study “Making Sense of the Bible.” At that time, we will study chapters 18-19-20.
The next regular business meeting will be on Monday, September 26th, at 6 PM
followed by our study by Adam Hamilton, chapters 21-22-23. Remember that there
are no membership or dues requirements to be a part of the United Methodist Men
of Clarksbury, just a willingness to serve Jesus Christ within your church and
community.
Mission-To Help Men Grow In Christ, So Others May Know Christ.
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Hymnology 101
July 2016
By Polly Van Benschoten
“America” Page 697
(“My Country, Tis of Thee”)

Samuel Francis Smith (1808-1895) was a twenty-four-year-old Baptist
seminary student in Massachusetts when he wrote the lyrics for
“America” (“My Country, ’Tis of Thee”).
He was born in Boston, Massachusetts, and graduated from Harvard in
1829. After graduating from Harvard he enrolled in the Andover
Theological Seminary. In 1831, Smith was asked by composer Lowell
Mason to translate some German song books. Inspired by one of the
German songs—“God Bless Our Native Land” (set to the tune of “God
Save the King”)—Smith set out to write an original patriotic song for
America set to the same melody. He wrote the lyrics within half an hour on a scrap of
paper. The result quickly became widely known and well loved; and the song served as
an unofficial national anthem until the adoption of “The Star-Spangled Banner” in
1931. The song was first performed on July 4, 1831, by a children’s choir in Boston.
Following his graduation from the Andover Theological Seminary, Samuel Smith
became an outstanding minister in several Baptist churches in the East. He composed
150 hymns during his 87 years and helped compile the leading Baptist hymnal, The
Psalmist, of his day.
The melody is an international one. Its first known publication was in a hymnal
entitled Thesaurus Musicus in 1740. It is the official or semi-official national melody of a
number of nations, notably that of England where “God Save the King/Queen” has
been sung for more than 200 years. Traces of the tune have been found in Scottish,
Swiss, German, Swedish and Russian music.
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My country, tis of thee,
sweet land of liberty,
of thee I sing;
land where my fathers died,
land of the pilgrim's pride,
from every mountain side,
let freedom ring!

My native country, thee
land of the noble free,
thy name I love;
I love thy rocks and rills,
thy woods and templed hills,
my heart with rapture thrills,
like that above!

Let music swell the breeze,
and ring from all the trees,
sweet freedoms song;
let mortal tongues awake;
let all that breathe partake;
let rocks their silence break,
the sound prolong.

Our father’s God to thee,
author of liberty,
To thee we sing,
Long may our land be bright
with freedom’s Holy light;
protect us by thy might,
great God, our King.

MEMBERSHIP News
By Diane Faulkner, Membership Secretary

P

lease update your directories with Mary Banker’s new email address:
marybbanker2272@gmail.com.
Also, please correct the spelling of Ivey Huff’s name to Ivy Huff.
As always, if any of your information changes or needs updating, please contact me.
Thank you and God Bless.

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR LAY LEADER
By Warren Wright
VA UMC Annual Conference meets in Roanoke June 17-19, 2016

With the theme of “Thy Will Be Done,” the 234th session of the Virginia
Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, under the leadership of
fourth year Bishop Young Jin Cho (Bishop Cho will be retiring at the end of
August with a new Bishop being appointed at the Southeastern Jurisdictional
Conference in July), met at the Berglund Center in Roanoke, Virginia on June
17-19, 2016, with over 3,000 Clergy and Laity delegates in attendance. In
attendance at the Annual Conference representing Clarksbury were Pastor
Ken and Terry. Once again this year, I represented the York River District as an
at large delegate. My duties as a delegate began the day that I received the 2016
Book of Reports (consisting of 177 pages plus addendums). It is my
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responsibility to read and understand all of this report before attending
conference and voting on any amendments or resolutions. Pastor Ken and Terry
delivered 32 health kits, 3 sewing kits, 12 school kits, and 6 cleaning buckets for
Clarksbury’s contribution to “Kits for Conference.” For many, the conference
began Friday morning at 7:00 AM, where volunteers gathered at Southview
UMC to bag potatoes for the Society of St. Andrew Potato Project. The actual
Annual Conference began at 1:00 PM on Friday with separate meetings for the
Clergy and Laity. These meetings were used to review the schedule and rules of
order for the conference. Bishop Young Jin Cho called the 234th session of the
Virginia Annual Conference to order promptly at 3 p.m.. As is custom, the
gathering sang "And Are We Yet Alive." This beautiful hymn by Charles
Wesley has been sung by persons gathering for Holy conferencing since the
beginning of the Wesleyan movement. The bishop invited the Rev. Raymond
Wrenn and Ms. Hannah Hale to open the annual conference with prayer. It is
Raymond's 76th year as a member of the Virginia Annual Conference. After the
welcoming and organizing motions were out of the way, the rest of the
afternoon session was spent on various committee reports, concluding with
Bishop Cho’s last Episcopal address. Bishop Cho looked back on the
accomplishments of the Virginia Conference over the last four years. The
Imagine No Malaria initiative that raised enough money to save over 100,000
lives was highlighted as well as the success of the Prayer Covenant Churches.
Bishop Cho ended his address in appreciation and with a big Hallelujah. Bishop
Cho was given a 5 minute standing ovation from conference delegates for his
good work followed by the singing of the Hallelujah Chorus sung in Korean.
After the two-hour dinner break, the Friday night session began, which is the
Service of Remembrance and Holy Communion. The Rev. Susan Reaves, conference
secretary, read the names while candles were lit in memory of "those gone
before us." The Rev. Myrtle Francis Hatcher gave the evening's sermon. She
noted that the service was to focus and celebrate the lives and work of our dear
brothers and sisters who served faithfully on this earth and have now claimed
the promise of the resurrection in their transition to the church eternal. She
mentioned that service for God can take people to unexpected places and you
should always be ready. For the first time conference attendees could lift up the
life of anyone from their congregation who had passed away since the last
Annual Conference. Pastor Ken, raised up the name of Rod Miller. Saturday
morning started very early for myself with the Virginia Conference of United
Methodist Men’s breakfast at Thrasher UMC in Vinton at 6:30 am. This
gathering brings the men of the conference together to discuss common projects
and to reaffirm men’s ministry in the church. It also gave me a time to catch up
with Pastor Eric. Our Saturday morning conference session started as always
with “Singing our Faith”, oh how we Methodists love to sing. Promptly at 8:30
am, Bishop Cho opened the Saturday session. Dr. Gregory Jones, Duke
University Vice President delivered our Bible Study, “Not Going Back To
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Egypt” speaking on the book of Numbers. He started by reflecting on the lost
nature of society. “We’re lost, but we’re doing it at a much more rapid pace
than before”. This book features the Israelites in strife as they complain, have no
food or water, lack leadership and fear the unknown so much that they want to
return to Egypt. “Everyone of us has a “Back To Egypt” part of our souls. We
see God is calling us and yet we get fearful. There are obstacles up ahead and
they look like giants, and we look like grasshoppers.” He continued by saying,
“that we can gather and we can call out God’s name, but our lives are lived as if
we were practicing atheists, how often do we live our lives as if God doesn’t
exists?” Dr. Jones preached for 40 minutes without a single note, led by the
Holy Spirit. After various committee reports, Bishop Cho welcomed Conference
Lay Leader Warren Harper to the stage for the Laity address. Harper said, "we
stand here as disciples.” The mission and the challenge before us is not for the
timid or the weak. Confused youth, hungry families, flood and earthquake
tornado victims are desperately seeking help and meaning. Many of these
sisters and brothers will only be introduced to church through a conversation.
Most times this will be a lay person telling their story. We, as United
Methodists, have been called to lead. Are you here today because God called
you? Did someone tap on your shoulder and get you here?” In the next order of
business, Reverend Ted Smith, the Fredericksburg District Superintendent,
was elected as the Virginia Conference nominee for Episcopal (Bishop)
election to be held in July. Additional reports were given and that concluded
the business for the Saturday morning session. The Reverend Eun Pa Hong
led the Saturday morning worship service. Through a translator, Rev. Hong
talked about the days of the Korean Conflict and the Americans who battled on
their soil. Over 37,000 people died. In 1951, Seoul was destroyed. Today, Korea's
economy is growing and exports have increased. Seoul is a thriving city. A
video was shown that highlighted the remarkable transformation. "Your love
and support helped save the Korean people. I want to express my gratitude to
you," said Hong. After a two hour lunch break, the conference resumed at 2 pm
with “Singing Our Faith.” The Reverend Jim Tongue, represented the class of
2016 retirees. There were 50 retirees with a total of 1,197.75 years of service to
the ministry of the United Methodist Church. Once again Bishop Cho was
congratulated for his servant ministry and a video was shown highlighting his
ministry. After more business discussions and the vote on the three proposed
resolutions, the afternoon session was concluded. After a long break, our
Saturday evening session featured A Service for the Ordering of Ministry. Bishop
Young Jin Cho greeted those gathered and led in prayer. The bishop then stood
near the baptismal shell for the Recognition of Common Ministry and
Reaffirmation of Baptism. Music was provided by orchestras from Thrasher
Memorial and Blacksburg United Methodist churches. Conference Lay Leader
Warren Harper and the Rev. Ed Walker, chair of the Board of Ordained
Ministry, led the presentation of those to be licensed, commissioned, and
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ordained. Bishop Mark J. Webb of the Upper New York Episcopal Area
preached his sermon on "Called and Connected." He told the story about a
fisherman who threw a stick of dynamite into a pond in front of a game
warden. He then took another stick of dynamite and threw it in the lap of the
game warden and asked, "Are you just going to sit there, or are you going to
fish?" Webb said that God may be asking the same of us. "It means we help one
another, go deeper in our relationships with God and do whatever it takes to
have another know the amazing love of God through Jesus Christ."
Commissioning and ordination, ministry in the name of Christ is "not about
ability first," said Webb. "It is always first about availability. We have to be
willing to say 'Here Am I. Send me.” That's a charge to all of us. God calls each
of us and God empowers each of us." This year, 31 persons were licensed as
local pastors; 16 were commissioned as provisional members; 2 were
ordained as deacons; 21 were ordained as elders.
My Sunday morning started early once again as the conference began at 8:15
a.m. with “Singing our Faith.” Bishop Cho began the Sunday morning session
with prayer and once again welcomed Dr. Gregory Jones as our morning Bible
Study leader. He talked about the times when everything seems to be in place
but we still ask, "What's the point?" It can be boredom. When lay people think
they can get all the church they need on Sunday morning, "we need to refocus."
We need to "open up afresh to the power of the Gospel," Jones said." Too long
we've assumed you will grow up to be a Christian," he said. "Look at the power
and authority we invest in soccer coaches and piano teachers. We have to
become far more intentional in formation of our Christian life." God calls us to
holy friendships. "If only we will pray daily, 'Thy will be done,'" said Jones, "we
can leave this place and offer it to others." After Dr. Gregory’s message, reports
of the Statistician, Treasurer, Council on Finance and Administration, General
Conference, and Site Selection Committee were presented to the conference.
After a short break our worship began at 11 a.m. with the greeting being
brought by Paulo Lopes, conference director of Ministries with Young People.
The Rev. Judy Worthington, pastor of Franktown UMC, Eastern Shore, read the
Scripture from Matthew 26:36-46. Bishop Young Jin Cho preached on "Your
Will Be Done." "Where are we now? What do we seek in our prayer? Our
prayer life needs repentance from seeking my will to God's will, even though it
is dangerous and risky. God's will may not always be smooth, but it will be best
for us and our churches," said Bishop Cho. "Sometimes this road may not be
smooth and we will experience disappointment, but friends do not forget Jesus'
suffering and death was not the end of the story. In the end, love and truth
prevailed. Thanks be to God!" "God's plan is better than our plan. Our God is
wiser and smarter than we are. Our God is stronger than we are," proclaimed
Bishop Cho. "Let us truly believe in God. Let us courageously seek the real God
in our prayers." He said that some people are fighting each other in the name of
God. "There are many ways to discern God's will in our life and church, but the
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best way to prepare is to empty ourselves before God." Bishop Cho reminded
those gathered that he had to drop out of high school for financial reasons and
suffered from tuberculosis in his early 20s. He would go to church and pray,
"Have thine own way, Lord, have thine own way." Later, when he was in
Northern Virginia, some leaders in the conference asked him to lead a new
Korean church. He said, "No." He felt he needed to go back to Korea when he
finished his studies at Wesley. He was asked "to open his future to God." He
was told God would lead him where he needed to be. "I opened myself to God's
plan," the bishop said. "I felt God's call to ministry in the United States. That
was the beginning of my ministry in this country," He served 22 years at the
Korean United Methodist Church of Greater Washington. Bishop Charlene
Kammerer asked him so serve on the Cabinet. After pondering for a week, he
said yes and served the Arlington District for seven years. Again, during the
election of bishops, he prayed, "God, thy will be done. And you know what
happened. "Now, four years later, as he retires, his message is the same, "God's
will is always best. I can tell you seeking God's way has always been the best
way. Even that dark and bumpy road was the best way." So in his final message
as bishop, "Seek God's will in your life," he said. "Trust and obey, there' s no
better way, there's no other way. Dear God, your will, nothing more, nothing
less." Copies of the appointments were distributed to members of the
conference while the Henry Fork Mission Children's Choir performed. The
bishop fixed the appointments for the coming year. Bishop Cho concluded,
"You know what I'm going to say. Truly and truly I say get out of here! Go into
the world and make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world." Conference of the United Methodist Church was closed promptly at 12
noon.
Below are the of the 2016 Annual Conference highlights:


Resolutions- There were 3 resolutions to vote on: 1) Ban the Box (refers to felony
information on employment applications). Those that were in favor of this
resolution, argued that if this box were checked on a job application, no potential
employer would give a convicted felon a job interview, thus no chance to be
employed. Those not in favor, argued that without this check box, some felons
might be able to hide information, although a background check would be made
later. This resolution passed and will be sent to Virginia state legislators. 2)
Establish a mentoring ministry for adolescents in the community that it serves
(calls on each congregation to establish a ministry to adolescents who are not
reaching their full academic potential). This resolution passed. 3) Responding to
requests from Christians in the Holy Land (calls on the US government, Israel, and
Palestine to work for diplomatic and nonviolent solutions to the problems of the
region). This motion was withdrawn.
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Church Closings-Nine churches were presented for closing and approved by the
delegates of the Annual Conference. Four of those churches were in the nearby
Elizabeth River District.
Kits report-1,347 layette kits, 17,612 school kits, 2,634 birthing kits, 29,625 health
kits, 303 cleaning buckets, 55 bedding kits, and 359 sewing kits were collected.
Total of 51,935 kits, this compares to 42,843 collected last year.



Food collected- 9,300 pounds of food was collected at Annual Conference for the
Roanoke Valley Food Bank. Each attendee at conference was requested to bring 4
non-perishable items for collection.



Society of St. Andrew- The annual potato drop was once again held this year.



Conference offering-The Annual Conference offering goal was $150,000 with
proceeds collected going to: Methodist Mission in Cambodia-$50,000-Methodist
Church of Brazil program for at risk children-$25,000-Training of laity in UMC
churches in Mozambique-$25,000-Funding disaster relief in Virginia Conference$50,000



Dates for Annual Conference- 2017 Annual Conference will be held in Hampton
on June 16-18 and back to Hampton in 2018 and then back to Roanoke in 2019-20.



2015 Conference membership- 326,194 down 1,512 from 2014. Weekly worship
attendance 98,253 down 4,631 from 2014.



2017 Conference Apportionments- Will be close to 2016 levels with a reduction in
the overall conference budget of $365,000 or 1.12%



Conference Web Site- You can go to www.vaumc.org for more Annual
Conference information.

In closing I want to give thanks to the York River District for allowing me to be a
representative at the Annual Conference, however; I present this report to you as your Lay
Leader. It was a wonderful experience to be at the Virginia Conference of the United
Methodist Church doing God’s work in all corners of the world and here at home in the
Good Ole USA. I consider the time I spent in Roanoke as my “Spiritual Retreat”.
Warren Wright, Lay Leader and York River District Delegate at Large to the Annual
Conference.
Luke 11:29-32 29 As the crowds increased, Jesus said, “This is a wicked generation. It asks for a sign, but none
will be given it except the sign of Jonah. 30 For as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, so also will the Son of Man be to
this generation. 31 The Queen of the South will rise at the judgment with the people of this generation and condemn
them, for she came from the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon’s wisdom; and now something greater than Solomon
is here. 32 The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they repented at
the preaching of Jonah; and now something greater than Jonah is here.
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE

God’s Love is Awesome!
By David Dobson, Chairperson
e have gone through the initial planning stages and are moving into idea/proposal
stages for vacation bible school that is 7 weeks from Monday, 27 June. Jerry Dant,
Director, has stayed in contact with volunteers that will lead stations, including Music
Leader (Andrea from Zoar); Story Leader (Connie Robertson); Crafts (Betty Johnson);
Snack Shack Kitchen (Helen White); and Activities (open but pursuing a likely).

W

Flyers will be printed for anyone wishing to take a little time going to local businesses to
ask if we can post. Registration is available online (ClarksburyUMC.com/ resources).
Although “light” on signed up volunteers, we no doubt will have help as we get closer
to VBS. We will take any help we can get, for as long as we get it.
If everyone could send thoughts or concerns directly to me or Jerry, it would be
appreciated. Our email addresses are ddobson67@gmail.com/jerryd1934@msn.com; we
will try to handle all questions quickly and accommodate special requests, consider all
comments, and do our best to make this VBS a truly special event. Talk to friends and
community members and let them know The Wave is coming! As a quick “straw poll”,
who would be interested in buying a Clarksbury UMC T-shirt w/similar on it:

Just wondering. Also, trying to get a guess at head count.
Does anyone know last year’s #?
In other news, unfortunately we had to postpone the Tommy Thompson concert but we
will work at rescheduling it. We are sorry for any confusion and inconvenience this may
have caused.
Peace be with you all. Dave
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P

rayer isn’t just for Sunday mornings. To feel the full power and Glory of the Holy
Spirit, one should continuously keep a prayerful heart. This has been a big help in
my life.

Consider prayer like using an electrical device such as a phone, tablet, or laptop
computer. As soon as you unplug it from the charger, the power begins to drain out until
it will be depleted, even if you don’t use it. However, if you keep it plugged in, it will
fulfill its purpose for an unlimited length of time and remain useful to you. This is the
same with prayer and being connected to God, the ultimate source of power. Stay
connected, stay charged and at full power, and stay useful as God has intended you!
Prayer doesn’t need to be long to be powerful. One that can be in your belt for quick use
multiple times daily is the Serenity Prayer. The Serenity is the common name for a prayer
authored by the American theologian Reinhold Niebuhr (1892–1971). The best-known
form is:
God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change,
Courage to change the things I can,
And wisdom to know the difference.
It is short yet powerful by first asking for God to intervene, which is always a good start.
To accept things you cannot change is to acknowledge much will occur that is beyond
our capacity to understand or fix. Let Go, Let God! Courage is a necessary ingredient in
taking the steps needed to walk more closely with God, certainly in today’s world.
Remember courage isn’t the absence of fear, just the power to overcome it and do what
is needed. Finally, asking the Lord for wisdom will set your focus where it belongs.
Remember, knowledge and wisdom are separate things.
Stay charged with God, and accept his power in your prayer.

Submit to Petra by the newsletter deadline – OR – whenever a prayer or related story comes to mind.
It would be nice for our editor to have something at-the-ready each month. Submitted (this month!)
by Terry Cleveland
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Our Vision:
To be a spirit-filled and nurturing church family that reaches out and embraces the entire
community.

The Grapevine
July 2016
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
5-5:45 p.m.
Contemporary
Worship

7
*Eric Miller
7 p.m.
Chancel Choir

8
*Charlie
Weis

9*Vaughan
Crittenden

3 *Betty Tate
Fred Dant
10-10:40 a.m.
Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship
Communion
10*Lewis
Musick
Warren Wright
10-10:40 a.m.
Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship

4*Val Bradley
Jamie Sibley
11 a.m.
Soup Ministry

5
7 p.m.
Trustees

11
*Mae Belle
Fitzgerald

12
*Raymond
Jackson
Reggie
Jackson

13

14
*Jean Hattorf
Billy Jackson
Elizabeth West
7p.m.
Chancel Choir

15

16
*Delores
Decker
5-5:45 p.m.
Contemporary
Worship

17
10-10:40 a.m.
Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship

18
*Mary Banker
11 a.m.
Soup Ministry

19
7 p.m.

20

21

22
*Camcy
Courten

23
5-5:45 p.m.
Contemporary
Worship

24
10-10:40 a.m.
Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship

25

29

30
*Beth Bristow
5-5:45 p.m.
Contemporary
Worship

Finance and
Church
Council
26
*Alexander
Crittenden

6
*T.C. Moore

Thursday

5-5:45 p.m.
Contemporary
Worship

7 p.m.
Chancel Choir
27

28
*Connie
Robertson
7 p.m.
Chancel Choir

The deadline for the August 2016 Grapevine will be Friday, June 24. Send items to pwalian@yahoo.com.
JULY BIRTHDAYS (If you know of any additions, deletions or corrections that should be made to the birthday
calendar, please let the newsletter editor know)

Counters for July are Don Van Benschoten and Chuck Banker
Gayle Gilliland and Mary Banker will serve as ushers.
The reader is Helen White
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