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Our Mission:
To receive and share God’s love through worship, education, service and outreach.

Pastor Ken’s Corner
Galatians 3:23-29 (NRSV)
23
Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be
revealed.
24
Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by
faith.
25
But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian,
26
for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith.
27
As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
28
There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male
and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.
29
And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to the
promise.
Summer is almost here! At some point those April and May Showers will have to be
replaced by some sunshine. The beach Sunday morning worship services sponsored by Zoar
Baptist have resumed…another indicator that summer is nearly here.
Annual Conference 2016 (June 17-19) will be in Roanoke this year and will be attended
by Terry as Clarksbury’s laity representative and Warren as the York River District
representative. The Conference will be interesting, I imagine, and we will be briefed on the news
coming from the sessions. Enough said on that; certainly more will come out as time passes.
Good news…NO changes to the Book of Discipline of the Church…YET.
Speaking of Annual Conference…Kits for Conference are being put together and
collected. We will bless them at the Sunday worship service on June 12. It’s not too late to
make donations or give materials for the various Kits, as mentioned in last month’s Grapevine
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and in Warren’s recent e-mail. I’m sure the information will be repeated in this month’s
newsletter as well.
There is a great deal going on at Clarksbury in June.
The UMM’s Bible study, Making Sense of the Bible by Adam Hamilton, continues. We
are thoroughly enjoying this walk through the scriptures and gaining new insights.
The Worship Committee has planned a special worship service on Saturday, June 25,
with music and song from Tommy Thompson…invite someone to join us; bring a friend.
We need to start now working on our plans to host the Vacation Bible School (VBS) this
year, August 8-12, combining our efforts with Zoar and Philippi. It is never too early to get
started on the multitude of items that need to be done BEFORE we kick off. The theme will be
Surf Shack, and I can’t wait to break out my Hawaiian shirts and take a trip to the beach
...more on VBS later.
With all of the “busy-ness” going on this month it is crucial we remember “Whose” we
are. It is essential that we know we can’t earn our salvation by our deeds. “26 for in Christ Jesus
you are all children of God through faith.” It is only in our faith in Christ’s full atonement for
our sin that we have been “baptized into Christ.” Easter has taught us of our unity with Christ in
His resurrection. We need to live as though we realize that we are one IN Christ and that we
“belong to Christ,…that we are Abraham's offspring,…and are heirs according to the
promise.”
Do we truly abide in our faith in Jesus? Have we welcomed the Lord into our lives? If
the answer to either of those questions is yes, THEN…WHAT do you have IN your life to show
that Jesus is in you? There should be evidence somewhere in our daily lives that bears witness to
who we belong to and WHO we have faith IN.
Are we acting in our daily lives and routines as though we are heirs to the Kingdom of
God? Or are we pursuing the cares and concerns of the world? Are we looking around at the
people in our community, our neighbors? Are we asking if there is something to be done for
them? Are we children of Christ’s PROMISE…willing to be servants to our neighbors, just as
Jesus is to us? Or, are we too busy with our own desires and pursuits to lend others a hand or
assistance?
Are we still seeking God in our daily lives? I know that we are past Lent…at least for
another year…but, is that any reason to stop meditating on what God’s plan is for us? How can
we be active in the life of the Church? How is our FAITH evident in OUR priorities and how we
determine to spend OUR time?
Saturday, June 4, is our Mobile Food Pantry day in partnership with the Cryer Center and
Philippi Church is signed up for volunteer assisting. Yet, any first Saturday anyone is invited to
come, see what is being done, lend a hand as the need arises, and SEE what our Church is doing
IN OUR community every month.
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Our Soup Ministry continues to grow and be an opportunity for the entire congregation to
partner in and support a worthy ministry. If you have any questions about how you can help, feel
free to ask Kathy Wright or Helen White or as a last resort, Me….
We together have pledged OUR prayers, OUR presence, OUR gifts, OUR service and
OUR witness for Christ and His Church.
Mother’s Day is past and Father’s Day is fast approaching. How do we honor our
fathers? My father has been gone for many years. Yet, I often find myself saying or thinking,
“Thanks for all your advice and wisdom, Dad! The older I got… the SMARTER YOU and your
ADVICE became.” How many of you can say the same thing?
As I mentioned last month, from Mother’s Day through Father’s Day the United
Methodist church raises funds to support and help the various residents of the Virginia United
Methodist Homes, Inc. (VUMH) when they are most vulnerable. This benevolent care has been
part of OUR Church’s mission since 1948. This SAMARITAN Program provides financial
assistance to those, who through no fault of their own, become unable to meet the full cost of the
services they receive in the seven Hermitage/Homes in Virginia. Over the next few weeks we
will have an opportunity to read the various materials that will be available in the narthex, social
hall and bulletin inserts as well as hear sermon topics which will inform you and, I hope,
persuade you to support these efforts in any way you are able.
What are YOU doing that demonstrates that He (The LORD) Lives in YOU???
Peace & Grace
Pastor Ken

Annual Budget for 2016 (Operating Funds) $108,223
Total Received for Operating Funds as of April 30, 2016: $35,406.67
Income Needed to Date to Meet Budget: $36,074.32
COFFEE HOUR FOR June

June 5
June 12
June 19
June 26

Linda Dobbins
Delores Decker
Betty Tate
Gayle Gilliland

Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Philippians 4:5
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A Letter of Thanks!
Peggy Vaudt

T

HANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!

When Fran started reading her “tribute” to me on UMW Sunday, it did not take long
before I figured out who she was describing. My first reaction was “There is no way I
did so many nice things!!!” My second was to burst into emotional tears. I did
NOTHING for Clarksbury Church that was not my utmost honor to do. For more years
than I can count, my “happy place” was always church. Long before Eric even thought
about ministry. I was delighted to be able to do some things for Clarksbury that I had a
little bit of a knack for. It was FRAN who actually jolted me out of my comfort zone to
participate in the food pantry, as the “go and do” part of ministry was where I normally
held back. I have worn my pin several times, and I am still humbled by such an honor. I
love each and every one of you!!! – Peggy Vaudt

UMM NEWS
By Warren Wright, UMM President

T

he United Methodist Men will meet on Monday June 13th at 7 PM for our study by

Adam Hamilton “Making Sense of the Bible”, chapters 11-12-13-14. The next regular
business meeting will be on Monday June 27th at 6 PM followed by our study by Adam
Hamilton “Making Sense of the Bible” by Adam Hamilton, chapters 15-16-17-18. The
UMM will continue their collection of articles for Health Kits and Cleaning Buckets for
the UMC Annual Conference to be held in Roanoke June 17-19. Remember that there
are no membership or dues requirements to be a part of the United Methodist Men of
Clarksbury, just a willingness to serve Jesus Christ within your church and community.
Mission-To Help Men Grow In Christ, So Others May Know Christ.

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS DUE JUNE 10
By Fran Miller
Chairperson, Finance Committee

I

f you are a graduating high school senior or continuing college student, applications
are now being accepted for the church’s scholarship. You may access the eligibility
requirements and the application on the church website. The link to it is on the main
page. Applications are also available on the bulletin board in the hallway as you enter
the fellowship hall. Completed applications are due by June 10.
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Hymnology 101
June 2016
By Polly Van Benschoten
“Jesus Loves Me” Page 191

T

he words to this beloved children’s hymn were written by Anna Bartlett Warner

(1827-1915) in 1860. She and her sister, Susan Bogert Warner (1819-1885), were wellknown authors of Christian novels, children’s books and religious songs, and they
would sometimes co-author. Susan wrote a novel called Say and Seal, and she asked
Anna to write a children’s poem that would be used by a character in the story to
comfort a dying child. Anna responded with the words of Jesus Loves Me, This I know.
In 1861 William Bradbury (an important contributor to early gospel hymnody in this
country) read Say and Seal and was so moved by the story and the poem that he wrote
the melody to the lyrics and added the chorus. It appeared in its present form in 1862 in
his hymnal, The Golden Shower. It became one of the most popular Christian hymns in
churches around the world, especially among children. The tune was sometimes called
“China” in older hymnals, probably because of its popularity with missionaries to that
country. Mr. Bradbury also wrote the music for He Leadeth Me, Just as I Am and Sweet
Hour of Prayer.
The sisters’ home was near the U. S. Military Academy at West Point, and for a number
of years they conducted Sunday school classes for the cadets. After Susan died in 1885,
Anna continued teaching until her death in 1915. That year's graduates included Gen.
Dwight D. Eisenhower. Both sisters were buried in the cemetery at West Point in
recognition of their contribution to the lives of the young military officers.
Jesus loves me this I know,
for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to Him belong;
they are weak but He is strong.

Jesus loves me! This I know,
as he loved so long ago,
taking children on his knee,
saying, "Let them come to me."

Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me!
The Bible tells me so.

Jesus loves me still today,
walking with me on my way,
wanting as a friend to give
light and love to all who live.
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MEMBERSHIP News
By Diane Faulkner, Membership Secretary

O

n March 6 new directories were available for pick up at the church (either in the
Narthex or the Fellowship Hall). If you have not picked up your copy, please do so;
there are several left.
Also, we have a correction to the new March 2016 directory. Please correct your
directory changing Kimberly South’s phone no. to: 804-815-8485.
Again, if any of your information is inaccurate or you change any of your information
at a future date, please give me the new information so that I may update our records at
the church.
Thank you and may God bless each of you!

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR LAY LEADER
By Warren Wright

T

he 4th of July is a special day in our country but not just for the signing of the

declaration. Many special things have happened on this day. Three American
presidents died on the fourth of July, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and James
Monroe. And if you want to get down to it, Monroe was ready to die several days
before but doctors kept him alive with drugs just long enough so that he could die on
the fourth of July. Why did they do that? It is because the fourth of July has special
meaning. Calvin Coolidge was born on that day in 1872. West Point opened, July 4th
1802. Stephen Foster was born on July 4th. The song "America" was sung for the first
time on July 4th, 1832 in Boston. Alaska and Hawaii both became states on the fourth of
July. Slavery was abolished in the state of New York on July the fourth 1845. And, in
that great document delivered on July the 4th, 1776, we read of a belief that all people
have rights given by the creator of Mankind. The document only has 1321 words, it
takes just eight minutes to read, and God is mentioned four times, twice at the
beginning and twice at the end. And the purpose of the declaration was to separate us
officially from the repression and authority of England. And the very act of signing the
declaration said to the world that I am a traitor to my native country of England. I am a
criminal, a fugitive from London’s Justice. Who were the men who were willing to sign?
Of the 56 men who signed it two were twenty years of age, sixteen were in their thirties,
twenty in their forties, eleven in their fifties, six in their sixties, and one, Benjamin
Franklin, over 70. All but two were married. Each had an average of 6 children. 24 were
lawyers, 9 were merchants, 14 were farmers, 4 were doctors, and one was a preacher.
We’re not talking about low life, drifters, and rebels. We’re talking about educated,
civilized men who were willing to sacrifice everything for a cause that they believed in.
And history shows us that they paid the price for that bravery.
6

John Adams said, "The general principles on which the Fathers achieved
independence were the general principles of Christianity". Adams went on to say that
in observing the 4th of July, “It ought to be commemorated as the day of deliverance by
solemn acts of devotion to God Almighty."
And the trouble with America today, is that we stopped listening to our fathers,
listening to what they told us God did in their lives long ago.
Psalm 44:1 says "We have heard with our ears Oh God, Our fathers have told us what
you did in their day long ago."

WORSHIP COMMITTEE

God’s Love is Awesome!

By David Dobson, Chairperson

G

reetings beloved Church Family at Clarksbury.

The worship committee is well underway with plans for Vacation Bible School
which will be held the week of August 8th-12th from 6:00p.m.-8:00p.m. The theme “Surf
Shack, catch the Wave of God’s Love” is planned. We will need plenty of volunteers to
help make this year’s bible school a success and hope to have lots of support from all.
Further details and volunteer sign-up sheets will be provided in the upcoming weeks.
Saturday, 25 June, in lieu of Contemporary Worship that evening, we will gather in the
fellowship hall at 5pm for salads and socializing, then at 6pm, move into the sanctuary
for music and song by Tommy Thompson. The event will be open to the community.
Bring a friend to this casual time of contemporary worship and a light meal. Requests
for support will be made at a later date.
As always, if you feel something is missing from our normal worship service, have a
suggestion you wish considered, or praise for how we are doing, please let me know.
We are striving to have a meaningful and joyous worship service each and every week.
Glory be to God! DD

UMM will continue Collecting Articles for Kits for Conference
By Warren Wright

T

he UMM will continue to ask the congregation to contribute articles for Health Kits and

Cleaning Buckets for the UMC Annual Conference to be held in Roanoke on June 17-19. Boxes
will be placed throughout the church for the collection of these articles. Members of the
congregation can also make monetary contributions for these articles and members of the UMM
will shop for the articles. Listed on the following page are the articles for both kinds of kits:
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Health Kit Materials

 1 hand towel
o 15 x 25 inches to 17 x 27 inches;
o Kitchen, cleaning, and microfiber towels not acceptable.
 1 washcloth
 1 comb
o Comb needs to be sturdy and longer than 6 inches long;
o No pocket combs or picks please;
o Rattail combs and combs without handles are acceptable with a minimum of 6 inches of teeth.
 1 metal nail file or nail clippers
o No emery boards, please.
 1 bath-size soap
o 3 oz. and larger sizes only;
o No Ivory or Jergens soap due to moisture content;
o Do not remove from original packaging.
 1 toothbrush
o Adult size only;
o Do not remove from original packaging.
 6 adhesive bandages
o ¾ inch to 1 inch-size;
o Common household Band-Aids.
 1 plastic bag
o One-gallon size sealable bag only.

Cleaning Bucket Materials

 5-gallon bucket with resealable lid
o Buckets from fast-food restaurants or bakeries can be used if washed and cleaned;
o Do not use buckets that have stored chemicals such as paint or pool cleaner;
o Advertisements on the outside are acceptable.
 Liquid laundry detergent
o One 50-oz. or two 25-oz. bottle(s) only.
 Liquid household cleaner
o 12‐16 oz. liquid cleaner that can be mixed with water;
o No spray cleaners.
 Dish soap
o 16‐28 oz. bottle any brand.
 1 can air freshener
o Aerosol or pump.
 1 insect repellant spray
o 6‐14 oz. aerosol or spray pump with protective cover.
 1 scrub brush
o Plastic or wooden handle.
 18 cleaning wipes
o Handi Wipes or reusable wipes;
o No terry cleaning towels;
o Remove from packaging.
 7 sponges
o No cellulose sponges due to mold issues;
o Remove from wrapper.
 5 scouring pads
o Remove from wrapper;
o No stainless steel, Brillo pads, or SOS pads (nothing with soap built in).
50
clothespins

 Clothesline
o One 100-ft. or two 50-ft. lines;
o Cotton or plastic.
 24-roll heavy-duty trash bags
o 33‐ to 45-gallon sizes;
o Remove from the box.
 5 dust masks
 2 pairs kitchen dishwashing gloves
o Should be durable enough for multiple uses;
o Remove from packaging.
 1 pair work gloves Cotton with leather palm or all leather.
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June, the month for graduations and weddings

For our graduates, we pray 2nd Timothy 4:12 NIV
Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young
but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love,
in faith and in purity. AMEN!

For not just the wedding -- but the Marriage, we offer a paraphrase of a prayer from
The Wedding Story by Jan Karon
May this man and woman treat the love You've given them with
gratitude and devotion, humor and astonishment.
May it be a river of living water to bring delight and encouragement to others,
Lord, for they must never hold this rare blessing to themselves, but pour it out
like wine. Give them whatever is required to love well and steadfastly
all the days of their lives. AMEN

Last month’s Power of Prayer article was submitted by Betty Johnson. Thank you Betty
for such an uplifting story!

Submit to Petra by the newsletter deadline – OR – whenever a prayer or related story comes to
mind. It would be nice for our editor to have something at-the-ready each month. Submitted (this
month!) by Terry Cleveland
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Our Vision:
To be a spirit-filled and nurturing church family that reaches out and embraces the entire
community.

The Grapevine
June 2016
Sunday

5 Kyle Mears
Polly
VanBenschoten
10-10:40 a.m.
Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship
Communion
12
10-10:40 a.m.
Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship

19
10-10:40 a.m.
Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship

26
10-10:40 a.m.
Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
Jennifer Shults
Tamara Ramirez

2
7 p.m.
Chancel Choir

3

9
Carl Tate
7 p.m.
Chancel Choir

10

4
Becky Wilhite
Summer Clark
5-5:45 p.m.
Contemporary
Worship
11

16

17

18
Jackie Sibley
5-5:45 p.m.
Contemporary
Worship

24
Jeanne
Duke

25
9a.m.
Father’s Day
Breakfast
5p.m.
Salad Supper
6p.m. Tommy
Thompson

6
11 a.m.
Soup
Ministry

7
7 p.m.
Trustees

8

13
UMW
Dinner at
Nicks 6pm
UMM
Bible
Study 7pm
20
11 a.m.
Soup
Ministry

14

15

27
UMM
Meeting
6pm

28

5-5:45 p.m.
Contemporary
Worship

7p.m.
Chancel Choir

21
7 p.m.

22

23

Financeand
Church Council

7 p.m.
Chancel Choir

29

30
Mike Tullos
7 p.m.
Chancel Choir

The deadline for the July 2016 Grapevine will be Friday, June 24. Send items to pwalian@yahoo.com.
June BIRTHDAYS (If you know of any additions, deletions or corrections that should be made to the birthday
calendar, please let the newsletter editor know.)

Counters for May are Terry Cleveland and Nevin Ramsburg.
Don and Polly VanBenschoten will serve as ushers.
The reader is Suzanne Ramsburg.
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