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The Grapevine  

 
Clarksbury United Methodist Church 
15924 General Puller Highway, Hardyville, Virginia        December 2015          
www.clarksburyumc.com 

 
Our Mission: 
       To receive and share God’s love through worship, education, service and outreach. 

 

Pastor Ken’s Corner 

 
Luke 3:1-6 (RSV)  
1
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiber'i-us Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of 

Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of 

Iturae'a and Trachoni'tis, and Lysa'ni-as tetrarch of Abilene, 
2 
in the high-priesthood of 

Annas and Ca'iaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechari'ah in the wilderness;  
3 

and he went into all the region about the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins.  
4 

As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet,  

"The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 

paths straight.  
5 

Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low, and the 

crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth; 
6 

and all 

flesh shall see the salvation of God."  

 

  We are now in the Advent season…“Advent” from the Latin word adventis, which 

means “coming.” The season proclaims the coming of the Christ whose birth we prepare to 

celebrate once again, who comes continually in Word and Spirit, and whose return in final 

victory we anticipate.  Let all flesh see the salvation of God!!! 

  

In addition to all the other trappings of the season…the guests expected, the meals to plan 

and prepare, the visits to plan and prepare for…seems there is a whole lot of business that comes 

with this season.   

 

And before I forget…. ALL of you are invited to Lower UMC on December 7 at 

7 p.m. for our Charge Conference.  In addition to being the business meeting of the year for 

our Church, it will be a time to share where we have been blessed and where we have been 

a blessing, along with the other churches in our area.  I promise you…it will be a 

WORSHIP service…not just a “busy…ness” meeting. 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=grapevine+graphic&hl=en&sa=X&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS400US401&biw=1280&bih=782&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=hNzP5PVe5TxaWM:&imgrefurl=http://www.walltowallstencils.com/stencil/ds2933/Large+Grape+Vine&docid=F892amtqvVq2lM&imgurl=http://www.walltowallstencils.com/d/ds2933.gif&w=375&h=228&ei=6GlCT-KaI4r50gHErMS6Bw&zoom=1
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/clarksburyumc
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Our society seems to continually try to highjack the true “Reason for the Season” through 

advertising and media blitzes designed to create a market for the latest gadget, or newest whiz-

bang, or a perfume or cologne, or ______ you fill in the blank…get the idea! 

 

JESUS is the REASON for the SEASON!!! 

I’ll say that again… JESUS is the REASON for the SEASON!!! 

 

 Being prepared for the coming of Jesus is NOT about what we wear, NOT about what we 

eat or drive to work, NOT about who we know or where we live.   It is all about what we 

do in our hearts and spirits to get ready for the Christ to take up residence 

and abide in our lives.  

  

The following is not a “to do list” but rather items and activities to consider: 

 

 Consider a fast for any period of time to prepare your spirit and body to focus on 

the Christ and not your immediate hungers and desires. 

 Consider enlarging your devotional life.  The Upper Room and Daily Bread are 

excellent choices.  Consider others as well.  A Google search will return hundreds 

of seasonal devotionals. 

 Consider inventorying your blessings.  Name them…family, friends, health…you 

get the idea. 

 Consider visiting our shut-ins, or pray for them, or send them a card. Do 

something for them. 

 Think about and pray about additional ways or thoughts or activities that you can 

entertain for doing these things further. 

 

Along those prayer thoughts…our Virginia Conference Bishop Cho has been advocating 

that we as church bodies should consider entering into a Covenant for Spiritual Discipline.   I 

have added Bishop Cho’s Spiritual Renewal Covenant to the bottom of this note from me 

this month.    
 

As I contemplate my life over the last few decades…where I’ve been, what I’ve seen and 

all that that includes…good places and not so good places…I especially consider this time of 

year. There are so many of us celebrating.  But there are those of us and around us who are NOT 

celebrating.  They have lost loved ones…are alone…or are not able to be with loved ones. The 

list of troubles and difficulties that some face is limitless.  The reason I say this at THIS season 

in particular is for us to, in as many ways as possible, include ALL in our celebrations and be 

sensitive to others who might be grieving this year.    

 

I am NOT saying WE should celebrate LESS; rather WE should be MINDFUL of other’s 

circumstances. Now having said that…during this season of Thanksgiving and Christmas I think 

of all the families who gather and give thanks, celebrating together, and just generally having a 

good time.  

 

I remember my childhood and how sometimes conditions were such that we did not have 

all the food that we wanted or all of anything else that we wanted. But we did have loving 

parents and loving siblings (even though we generally fought tooth and nail internally, but if 

anyone else messed with a sibling they had to mess with another one of us as well).  At this time 
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of year when things were lean, it was always such a treat and special thrill to receive from one of 

the aid agencies (Homestake or County) a basket(s) of food or several grocery bags of food.   In 

those would be turkey, ham, all the fixings for a wonderful Thanksgiving and/or Christmas meal, 

and some candy and apples and oranges to go along.  It was such a treat to receive that food for 

Thanksgiving or for Christmas; such a blessing and a gift from other people … … 

 

My thoughts go to how each generation, which is blessed with plenty, can pass on to the 

next generation a tradition of those who have plenty sharing with those who do not. This legacy 

is one that has each generation pay forward to the next generation a sense of generosity, 

compassion and love as shown and demonstrated by the generation before them. Just a 

thought...isn't it sweet when we can pass on something that good and uplifting. 

 

Today as a pastor of a small church, I had the great privilege of shopping with one family 

of my congregation as we purchased the turkey and “trimmings” for a family just like mine over 

those many decades ago…then going to deliver that basket of turkey and "trimmings" to the 

family…seeing the joy on their faces and receiving their thanks.  It was so sweet to pass forward 

a tradition and legacy that is good and positive.  It brought tears to my eyes as I remembered how 

my siblings and I received such gifts over many successive years long ago at home in Lead, 

South Dakota. 

 

Thank God for tender and Loving Hearts. 
 

Advent is upon us.  By the time you read this we will be ready to decorate the church… 

or “hanging of the greens” as it is traditionally called, and we have much in our lives and the life 

of the Church to prepare for the coming of our Savior.   

 

The most important preparation we can make is to open our hearts and our minds for the 

love of God to flow into us and through us… and out into the world. 

 

THANK YOU…THANK YOU…YOU are all part of God’s Work HERE.!!! 

 

"The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 

paths straight.  
5 

Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low, and the 

crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth; 
6 

and all 

flesh shall see the salvation of God."  

Let us prepare the way of the Lord…in our lives and the lives of those around us.  Let us 

look expectantly to see the Salvation of the Lord!!! 

 

 Renew and revive our prayers to God; let us revive our faith in our salvation in and 

through Jesus Christ.   

 Let this LIFE of the SON OF GOD be born in us and nourish us.   

 And…PRAY…PRAY…PRAY…in ALL WAYS, ALWAYS. 

 Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will COME AGAIN!!! 

 Believe it…and act as though you DO believe it…and REVIVE your LOVE of GOD, 

CHRIST and THE HOLY SPIRIT…AMEN 

 

                 Grace & Peace 

      Pastor Ken 
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ANNUAL BUDGET FOR 2015 (OPERATING FUNDS) - $111,280 
TOTAL RECEIVED FOR OPERATING FUNDS AS OF OCT. 31 2015 - $86,217.18 
INCOME NEEDED TO DATE TO MEET BUDGET - $92,733.33 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

COFFEE HOUR FOR DECEMBER 
 

December 6 – Fran Miller 

 December 13 – Kathy Wright 

December 20 – Luncheon 

December 27 – Jerry Dant 

 

If you would like to be a part of this  

church ministry, contact 

 Polly Van Benschoten, 776-0569 

 

Forgive someone—maybe even 

yourself.  

It will set you free 

Do you want to enter into a Prayer Covenant as a church? 
 

Spiritual Renewal Covenant Blog 

In his episcopal address at the 2013 session of Annual Conference, Bishop Young Jin Cho set a 

goal for at least 10% of Virginia Conference clergy to engage in spiritual disciplines for one hour 

each day and for 10% of Virginia Conference churches to become "Prayer Covenant 

Congregations." 

Clergy and laity are invited to spend one hour each day in spiritual disciplines (fasting, 

prayer, spiritual reading, a service of common prayer, etc.). 

Congregations are invited to become "Prayer Covenant Congregations" by: 

 

1. Having at least one group that prays each week for the renewal and revival of 

the congregation, the conference and The United Methodist Church. 

2. Offering at least one class on prayer annually. 

3. Participating in conference or district prayer training events. 

4. Moving toward at least 10% of the laity practicing one-hour daily spiritual 

disciplines. 

5. Indicating commitment to this covenant through approval by the Church 

Council. 

 

District Superintendents will be sharing the covenant with congregations this fall during local 

church charge conferences. Click here for a copy of the covenant. 

Are you or your church participating in this spiritual renewal? What have you experienced? What 

would you like to share? 

 

http://www.vaumc.org/ncfilerepository/BishopCho/CovenantforSpiritualDiscipline.pdf
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CLARKSBURY HYMNOLOGY 101  
December 2015 
“I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day” 
By Polly Van Benschoten 

 
I heard the bells on Christmas day 

Their old familiar carols play,  

And wild and sweet the words repeat 

Of peace on earth, good will to men. 

And thought how, as the day had come,  

The belfries of all Christendom 

Had rolled along the unbroken song 

Of peace on earth, good will to men. 

Till ringing, singing on its way 

The world revolved from night to day, 

A voice, a chime, a chant sublime 

Of peace on earth, good will to men. 

And in despair I bowed my head 

“There is no peace on earth,” I said, 

“For hate is strong and mocks the song 

Of peace on earth, good will to men.” 

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: 

“God is not dead, nor doth He sleep; 

The wrong shall fail, the right prevail 

With peace on earth, good will to men.” 

 
his is one of my favorite Christmas carols.  It isn’t in our hymnal but I noted in my reading 

that it is published in 98 others.  Somehow the words seem especially appropriate because of 

the recent events in our world.  They were written by American poet Henry Wadsworth 

Longfellow in 1863. During the Civil War his oldest son joined the Union army and was 

severely wounded. Longfellow’s sense of despair is expressed in the next to last stanza.  But his 

faith is reaffirmed in the last stanza.  In 1872 the English organist John Baptiste Calkin set the 

poem to a melody he had written previously. A few of Longfellow’s poems and portions of 

others have come into common use as hymns, but a hymn-writer in the strict sense of that term 

he was not and never claimed to be. 

 
 
 
UMM NEWS  
By Warren Wright, UMM President  

 

 

 
he UMM will continue their Bible Study, The Call, on Monday, November 23, at 7 p.m., 

Monday, November 30, at 7 p.m., and conclude on Monday, December 14, following the 

regular monthly business meeting at 7 p.m.  At this meeting, we will be planning our winter 

barbeque fund raiser scheduled for Friday, January 22. Remember that there are no membership 

or dues requirements to be a part of the United Methodist Men of Clarksbury, just a willingness 

to serve Jesus Christ within your church and community. 

Mission-To Help Men Grow In Christ, So Others May Know Christ. 

 

 

T 

T 
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        Date______________________ 

 

I agree to give for one year from date: 

 

        $______________Weekly   

             For Current Expenses of the Church 

        $______________Monthly  

 

And to present the same at the usual time and place 

appointed for the worship of God. 

Name_________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 
          

If you have not turned in a pledge card for 2016, remember that you can pledge at any time. 
 

 

 

 

LADIES ARE INVITED! 
By Helen White 
 

he annual Christmas “get together” at my house for all the ladies in our church 

will be Tuesday, December 8, at 5:30 p.m. We will have dinner together, followed 

by our ornament exchange. Please join me for a fun evening! The only thing you need 

to bring is an ornament, costing $10 or less, if you wish to participate in the crazy fun 

we always have trying to steal favorite ones from each other! I look forward to seeing all 

of you on the 8
th

! 

 
 
CHRISTMAS CANTATA PLANNED FOR DECEMBER 20 
By Becky Wilhite 

 

The Chancel Choir will be performing a cantata called Season of 

Wonders on Sunday morning, December 20, during the morning worship 

service. It will be followed by the annual covered dish Christmas 

luncheon. 

 

 
 

  
 
 

There will be a Christmas Eve service 
of candlelight and Holy Communion 

at Clarksbury on December 24 at 7 p.m. 
 
 

T 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cliparthut.com/clip-arts/125/christmas-choir-clip-art-125765.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.cliparthut.com/christmas-choir-clip-art-clipart-2lQqBh.html&h=122&w=174&tbnid=rYIpXM0q1g6e-M:&docid=K5VrzriPAJz5SM&hl=en&ei=mj5OVoLUNcnY-gHH4aKgBQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CDUQMygDMANqFQoTCIKJm9a2nckCFUmsPgodx7AIVA


7 
 

 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR LAY LEADER 
By Warren Wright 

 

Why Jesus is Better than Santa Claus  
 
Santa lives at the North Pole... 
JESUS is everywhere. 
Santa rides in a sleigh... 
JESUS rides on the wind and walks on the water. 
Santa comes but once a year... 
JESUS is an ever present help. 
Santa fills your stockings with goodies... 
JESUS supplies all your needs. 
Santa comes down your chimney uninvited... 
JESUS stands at your door and knocks, and then enters your heart when invited. 
You have to wait in line to see Santa... 
JESUS is as close as the mention of His name. 
Santa lets you sit on his lap... 
JESUS lets you rest in His arms. 
Santa doesn't know your name; all he can say is "Hi little boy or girl, what's your 
name?"... 
JESUS knew our name before we were born.  Not only does He know our name, He 
knows our address too. He knows our history and future and He even knows how 
many hairs are on our heads. 
Santa has a belly like a bowl full of jelly... 
JESUS has a heart full of love. 
All Santa can offer is HO HO HO... 
JESUS offers health, help and hope. 
Santa says "You better not cry"... 
JESUS says "Cast all your cares on me for I care for you." 
Santa's little helpers make toys... 
JESUS makes new life, mends wounded hearts, repairs broken homes and builds 
mansions. 
Santa may make you chuckle but... 
JESUS gives you joy that is your strength. 
While Santa puts gifts under your tree... 
JESUS became our gift and died on a tree...the cross. 

We need to put Christ back in CHRISTmas; Jesus is still the reason for the season. 

"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." (John 3:16).  

 
 
Our Vision: 
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To be a spirit-filled and nurturing church family that reaches out and embraces the entire 

community. 

The Grapevine 
December 2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

1 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Trustees 

2  3*Suzanne 

Ramsburg 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

4*Sharon 

Tullos 

 

5*Becky Foster 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

6 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

Communion 

Second Sunday 

in Advent 

7*Spencer 

Crittenden 

11 a.m. 

Soup 

Ministry 

 

7 p.m. 

Charge 

Conference 

Lower UMC 

8 

 

 

 

 

 

5:30 p.m. 

EY Circle 

Helen White’s 

Home 

9 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

11*Anna 

White 

 

 
 

12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

13 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Third Sunday 

in Advent 

6:30 p.m. 

SPPRC 

14 

 

 

7 p.m. 

UMM 

Business 

Meeting and 

Bible Study 

15 

  

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Finance and 

Church Council 

16*Mason 

Duke 

 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

18 

 
 

 

19*Jenny 

Crittenden 

*David Dobson 

 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

20 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

Christmas 

Cantata 

Covered Dish 

Luncheon 

Fourth Sunday 

in Advent 

21 

11 a.m. 

Soup 

Ministry 

 

  

22 23 

 

24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Christmas Eve 

Service 

25 

 

 

 

26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

27 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

28 

 

 

 

29 30 31   

 

The deadline for the January 2015 Grapevine will be Sunday, December 27.  Send items to 

vanben@va.metrocast.net; place them in the office mailbox; or call 804-776-0569. 

*DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS (If you know of any additions, deletions or corrections that should be made to 

the birthday calendar, please let the newsletter editor know.) 
 

Counters for December are Lee White and Tommy or Jenny Crittenden. 

Polly and Don Van Benschoten will serve as ushers. 

The reader is David Dobson.  

mailto:vanben@va.metrocast.net

