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The Grapevine  

 
Clarksbury United Methodist Church 
15924 General Puller Highway, Hardyville, Virginia        November 2015          
www.clarksburyumc.com 

 
Our Mission: 
       To receive and share God’s love through worship, education, service and outreach. 

 

Pastor Ken’s Corner 

 
Hebrews 10:11-14, 19-25 (NRSV)  
11

 And every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same 

sacrifices that can never take away sins. 
12 

But when Christ had offered for all time a single 

sacrifice for sins, "he sat down at the right hand of God," 
13 

and since then has been waiting 

"until his enemies would be made a footstool for his feet." 
14 

For by a single offering he has 

perfected for all time those who are sanctified.  

 
19 

Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of 

Jesus, 
20 

by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through 

his flesh), 
21 

and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 
22 

let us approach with a 

true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience 

and our bodies washed with pure water. 
23 

Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope 

without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. 
24

 And let us consider how to provoke 

one another to love and good deeds, 
25 

not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, 

but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  

 

  What a wonderful three-day revival we were able to enjoy!  Praise the Lord!  The 

weather could have been disastrous, but the hurricane missed us, though there was rain aplenty to 

go around.   Happy for all those who participated, sang, prayed and praised God!  Yes indeed it 

was a good REVIVAL…not just because the weather cooperated, or that we had wonderful 

messages delivered by and through the Holy Spirit, rather, because the Holy Spirit was HERE at 

and in Clarksbury UMC.  

 

 
“
For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.”  

Christ is at work in the life of His Church and this body of believers…. 

 The Revival was awesome!!! 

o THANK YOU…THANK YOU…THANK YOU!!! 

Eric and Peggy Vaudt…Gary and Becky Livermon!!! Messages were 

Wonderful!!! Praise The Lord!!! 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=grapevine+graphic&hl=en&sa=X&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS400US401&biw=1280&bih=782&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=hNzP5PVe5TxaWM:&imgrefurl=http://www.walltowallstencils.com/stencil/ds2933/Large+Grape+Vine&docid=F892amtqvVq2lM&imgurl=http://www.walltowallstencils.com/d/ds2933.gif&w=375&h=228&ei=6GlCT-KaI4r50gHErMS6Bw&zoom=1
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/clarksburyumc
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o Thank You!!! Thank You!!!  To all the musicians and instrumentalists, 

choir members…even some extra members!!!  The music was 

fantastic!!! 

o The food was super on our World Communion Sunday. What a 

smorgasbord there was to select from.  You all do know how I like 

food….  

 

 Our Fall Food Pantry distribution was highly successful (NO SURPRISE 

here…because of the great planning, contributions of prayers, and the time and 

labors of MANY.)   

o THANK YOU…THANK YOU…THANK YOU!!! 

 

 The First-Saturday Mobile Food Bank partnership with the Cryer Center is 

growing by leaps and bounds. The first month six families were served; the 

numbers have grown to nearly FORTY now!!!  We have gotten volunteer help 

from the Philippi and Zoar congregations as each of the three churches rotate 

providing workers each first Saturday of the month. 

 

  The Soup Ministry continues to expand and serve more people in more ways. 

(Some of the Soup Ministry recipients are getting food from the Mobile Food 

Bank.) 

 

 THANK YOU…THANK YOU…YOU are all part of God’s Work HERE.!!! 

 

 OH…I almost forgot.   The monies raised during the revival, $1,100 plus, went to 

our contribution to the funds raised for Stop Hunger Now…and WE had a great 

Saturday morning event at Lower UMC, where FIVE churches combined workers 

and labor to package over 17,000 servings in two hours.   We had fun, smiled, and 

worked together to do good for others.  God Bless those servings and the ones 

who receive them. …… 

o Even though the event date changed and some folks were unable to get 

there WE know YOUR prayers were there with us. …… 

 

 We continue with multiple Bible Studies, the UMM working on the Apostle Paul study 

and our Wednesday Adult Bible Study on Revelation.  It is so rewarding to get immersed in the 

WORD and to study together how God is alive in the WORD.  I know some of you have said the 

timing and day for the Bible Study may preclude some from attending.    If there is another day 

or time that enough are interested in, I will consider conducting an additional Bible Study.  

  
19 

Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood 

of Jesus, 
20 

by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, 

through his flesh), 
21 

and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 
22 

let us approach 

with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil 

conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.   
As these words run through my mind and heart I am humbled to consider that God has 

done so very much for us…that we might come to Him in Faith, made pure and clean by Christ, 

all our sins removed by Christ’s blood, able to enter His sanctuary with confidence because of 

Christ.  Praise be His name…. 
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So much has been done this last month…so very much more left to do this year.  We 

have Advent coming November 29.  Families will be preparing for the holidays.  Charge 

Conference is December 7 at Lower UMC at 7 p.m.    

 

The list of things to do rolls out before us…almost dauntingly so.  As we approach these 

daunting tasks and events, let us do so with these words in mind. 
24 “

And let us consider how to 

provoke one another to love and good deeds, 
25 

 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit 

of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”  
 

We MUST consider and encourage one another to always be in the right attitude towards 

our brothers and sisters in Christ…to love one another and to do good deeds…not to earn the 

favor of God but rather because He loved us first.  For this reason we MUST do acts and deeds 

of LOVE to and for one another in HIS name.   As often as we meet let it be in His name and His 

service.  Let us renew and revive our prayers to God; let us revive our faith in our salvation in 

and through Jesus Christ.   

 

 Let this LIFE of the SON of God be born in us and nourish us.   

 Let us revive and reawaken this Holy Spirit in us and our community. 

 Let us rekindle the flame of Christ’s LOVE and PASSION for each of His children… 

great and small…. ALL His children. 

 And…PRAY…PRAY…PRAY…In ALL WAYS, ALWAYS. 

 Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will COME AGAIN!!! 

 Believe it…and act as though you DO believe it…and REVIVE your LOVE of GOD, 

CHRIST and THE HOLY SPIRIT…AMEN. 

 

     Grace and Peace 

Pastor Ken 

 

 

ANNUAL BUDGET FOR 2015 (OPERATING FUNDS) - $111,280 
TOTAL RECEIVED FOR OPERATING FUNDS AS OF SEPT. 30, 2015 - $78,377.43 
INCOME NEEDED TO DATE TO MEET BUDGET - $83,459.97 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

COFFEE HOUR FOR NOVEMBER 
 

November 1– Polly Van Benschoten 

 November 8 – Becky Foster 

November 15 – Anne Tompkins 

November 22 – Lucy Blevins 

November 29 – Terry Cleveland 

 

If you would like to be a part of this  

church ministry, contact 

 Polly Van Benschoten, 776-0569 

 

 
MEALS ON WHEELS 

 

November 4 – Betty and Carl Tate 

November 11 – Kathy and Warren Wright 

November 18 – Polly and Don Van Benschoten  

November 25 – Fran and Alan Miller 

 

If you would like to be a part of this 

 church ministry, contact  

Anne Tompkins, 776-9642 
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HELP YOUR NEIGHBOR! 
By Helen White 
 

As the cold weather approaches, Pastor Ken will continue to receive even more requests for 

financial help from our neighbors in need. These requests will be for assistance in purchasing 

fuel, paying delinquent electricity bills, paying rent, and buying food. Clarksbury has established 

The Pastor’s Discretionary Fund to assist people in our community who need a helping hand. 

Please note that money is not given directly to the person requesting assistance. A check from 

our church is sent directly to the power company, fuel provider, or to the landlord.  

 

Also, we recently learned of a family who had been without water for months. We arranged to 

have this problem fixed, resulting in a very grateful family. However, this nearly depleted the 

discretionary fund, so I’m pleading for all of us to consider helping out with a donation. In some 

instances the client needs food, which we have in the past been able to provide from our food 

pantry. At the present time, however, our food pantry is nearly depleted, due to our recent very 

successful food distribution.  

 

Please consider making a donation to the discretionary fund and/or to our food pantry. Offerings 

left at the altar on Communion Sunday always go directly into the discretionary fund. You might 

also consider making a donation in honor of someone in lieu of a Christmas gift. Make your 

check payable to Clarksbury UMC and note that it is for the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (PDF).  

 

 

 
 
SOUP MINISTRY  

By Kathy Wright, Chairperson  
Lucy Blevins, Diane Faulkner, Helen White 
 

larksbury UMC’s soup ministry once again participated in the fall food pantry distribution 

which was held on Saturday, October 10, 2015.  We were able to provide each family with a 

quart of homemade soup and a sleeve of crackers to go with their bags of groceries.  The soup 

ministry helped 55 families…what a ministry!   

 

The soup ministry continues to work with David Cryer and the Cryer Center by distributing food 

on the first Saturday morning of each month.  So, if you know of someone who would benefit 

from one or both of these ministries, or if you would like to participate in one or both of these 

very important ministries of our church, please contact one of the soup ministry committee 

members listed above, or myself (Kathy Wright) at 757-373-9166 or by email 

kdwright@va.metrocast.net.  God Bless. 

 
 

 

 

C 

No person can do everything,  
but each one can do something. 

mailto:kdwright@va.metrocast.net
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FALL FOOD PANTRY A HUGH SUCCESS 
By Fran Miller 
Food Pantry Committee 

  
To say the Food Pantry 

was a success is an 

understatement! We 

served the largest 

number of families we 

have ever had since its 

inception in 2009. On Saturday, October 10, 

56 families came through our doors. We 

handed out 140 bags of groceries, 51 bags of 

toiletries and 53 quarts of homemade soup, 

thanks to our soup ministry. We were also 

able to hand out bags of apples, pastries and 

bread thanks to the Cryer Center. This all 

started with our volunteers distributing 573 

empty grocery bags to homes in our 

community. We got back bags from 185 

households (approximately 32.3% of the 

households we gave bags to) filled with 

nonperishable and canned goods. We also 

got monetary donations. With the monetary 

contributions we were able to supplement 

these donations and fill our grocery bags to 

overflowing! 

 

We would like to thank all the people who 

made the Fall Food Pantry such a success – 

from the volunteers who gave up many 

hours to the people who donated food and/ 

or money. We would like to give a special 

thank you to Sierra and Sydney Funk who 

made a beautiful PowerPoint presentation 

about our church and God. This 

presentation, along with beautiful music, 

was played in the sanctuary so that those 

who came for food could watch it while they 

waited to be served. We think all the 

families felt the caring and welcoming 

attitudes of our volunteers that day. We, as a 

group, felt that we were doing what God 

meant us to do – reach out and help our 

neighbor. We truly felt the Spirit!  

 

Even though our Fall Pantry Day is over, 

our work is not done. During the year, our 

pastor gets calls for families needing help. In 

order to provide them with food, we are 

asking for donations throughout the year. 

There will be boxes in the narthex and 

fellowship hall for food items. Please 

consider bringing something when you 

come to church. We will also have another 

distribution day in late winter and will be 

asking for your help – to donate your time, 

money or food. Keep a lookout for the next 

article to appear in an upcoming newsletter 

about how you can help. Again, thank you 

for all you have done. 

 
 
PLANTING A SEED 
By Lucy Blevins 
 

ven though we are heading straight towards Thanksgiving, I just 
want to plant the idea that Christmas will be here soon thereafter!  

We will want our beautiful Clarksbury to be even more beautiful with 
our traditional poinsettias! Be thinking of who you will want to honor 
or memorialize with a poinsettia!  

 

E 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR LAY LEADER  
By Warren Wright 
 

“A Proper Perspective on Thanksgiving “ 
 

he following proclamation was made by Governor Bradford in 1623, three years after the 

Pilgrims settled at Plymouth:  

 

To all ye Pilgrims,  

  

Inasmuch as the great father has given us this year an abundant harvest of 

Indian corn, wheat, peas, squashes and garden vegetables, and has made the 

forests to abound with game and the sea with fish and clams, and inasmuch as 

he has protected us from the raids of the savages, has spared us from pestilence 

and disease, has granted us freedom to worship God according to the dictates of 

our own conscience; now I, your magistrate, do proclaim that all ye Pilgrims, 

with your wives and ye little ones, do gather at ye meeting house, on ye hill, 

between the hours of 9 and 12 in the day time, on Thursday November ye 29th of the year of our 

Lord one thousand six hundred and twenty three, and the third year since ye Pilgrims landed on 

ye Plymouth rock, there to listen to ye pastor and render thanksgiving to ye Almighty God for all 

His blessings. So, can you see the parallels in today’s world? 

  

Thursday, November 26, is Thanksgiving Day…one day in which we like those early Pilgrims 

set aside time in our busy schedules to give thanks to God. Now there is nothing wrong with that, 

but the word of God tells us that this should be a continual daily attitude.  

 

You say thank you to God when you do the following: 

 

 When you spend time with Him (not just 1 hr. a week) 

 When you forgive others 

 When you serve in His church 

 When you share His Plan of salvation 

 When you reach out to hurting people 

 When you give God the best of yourself 

 When you praise Him enthusiastically from the heart 

 

Eph. 5:19-20 tells Christians to "Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. 

Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, ALWAYS giving thanks to God the Father for 

everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

 

I Thes. 5:16-18 says, "Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for 

this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus." 
 

 
 

T 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOTtp8Dd1MgCFQZ0PgodGj8M0Q&url=http://gifstogo3.tripod.com/index2.html&psig=AFQjCNEA9nmysAqCUBC66lpb7Uo2_bjupg&ust=1445556791060375
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CLARKSBURY HYMNOLOGY 101  
November 2015 
“Blest Be the Tie that Binds” Page 557 
By Polly Van Benschoten 
 

If you attended the Laity Sunday service on October 18 you’ll recall that the 
theme of Warren’s message was unity.  For his benediction he had the 
congregation sing all four verses of this hymn.  The familiar words express 
beautifully what it means to be a part of a loving church family.  They were 
penned by John Fawcett who was born in Bradford, England in 1739.  In 
1762 he joined the Methodists but three years later he became pastor of 
Wainsgate Baptist Church in Yorkshire, England.  It was a small, improvised 
congregation.  His salary was meager and his family was growing.  When he 
received a call to a large and influential church in London, he planned to 

accept but at the last minute he changed his mind and remained at Wainsgate.  It is said that to 
commemorate this event he later wrote the words to “Blest Be the Tie that Binds.”  He 
continued his ministry for more than 50 years at a salary estimated at no more than $200 a 
year.  He became well known as a preacher and scholar.  In 1777 he opened a school for young 
preachers. He also wrote a number of books as well as other hymns.  In 1811 in recognition of 
his ministry and accomplishments he received a Doctor of Divinity Degree from Brown 
University in the United States.  He stayed with his beloved congregation until his death in 1817. 
 
The composer of the music was Swiss born Hans G. Naegeli (1773-1836) a composer and 
music publisher. The tune “Dennis” was later purchased by Lowell Mason (a leading figure in 
American church music) and appeared in The Psaltery in 1845. 
 

Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love;  
The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 

Before our Father’s throne,  
We pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 
Our comforts, and our cares. 

We share our mutual woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear; 
And often for each other flows 
The sympathizing tear. 

When we asunder part, 
It gives us inward pain; 
But we shall still be joined in heart, 
And hope to meet again. 

 

 
 
UMM NEWS  
By Warren Wright, UMM President  

 
e will have our regular monthly business meeting on Monday, 

November 23, at 7 p.m. We are continuing our Adam Hamilton 

Bible Study entitled The Call. We will be planning our fall and winter activities and missions at 

this meeting. Remember that there are no membership or dues requirements to be a part of the 

United Methodist Men of Clarksbury, just a willingness to serve Jesus Christ within your church 

and community. 

Mission-To Help Men Grow In Christ, So Others May Know Christ. 

W 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:John_Fawcett.jpg
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Our Vision: 
To be a spirit-filled and nurturing church family that reaches out and embraces the entire 

community. 

The Grapevine 
November 2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

Communion 

Daylight 

Savings Time 

Ends 

2*Pat Taylor 

11 a.m. 

Soup 

Ministry 

 

 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Trustees 

4*Fran 

Miller 

11 a.m. 

Meals on 

Wheels 

 

5*David 

Moore 

 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

6 

 

7 

9 a.m.  

Cryer Center 

Mobile Food 

Pantry 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

8 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

9 

 

7 p.m. 

UMM Bible 

Study 

10 

 

7 p.m. 

EY Circle 

Church 

11 

11 a.m. 

Meals on 

Wheels 

 

12 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

13*Louise 

Miller 

 

 
 

14 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

15*Fred 

Crittenden 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

16 

11 a.m. 

Soup 

Ministry 

 

17 

  

 

7 p.m. 

Finance and 

Church Council 

18*Ken 

Cleveland 

11 a.m. 

Meals on 

Wheels 

 

19 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

20 

 
 

 

21 

 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

22 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

23 

 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

UMM 

Business 

Meeting and 

Bible Study 

24*Dawn Wilt 25*Melvin 

Hawley 

11 a.m. 

Meals on 

Wheels 

 

26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

27*Jay 

Moore 

 

 

 

28*Martha 

Crittenden 

*Louise Creef 

9 a.m.  

Decorating the  

Church for 

Christmas 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

29 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

First Sunday in 

Advent 

30*Matthew 

Duke 

 

 

7 p.m. 

UMM Bible 

Study 

     

 

The deadline for the December 2015 Grapevine will be Sunday, November 25.  Send items to 

vanben@va.metrocast.net; place them in the office mailbox; or call 804-776-0569. 

*NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS (If you know of any additions, deletions or corrections that should be made to 

the birthday calendar, please let the newsletter editor know.) 
 

Counters for November are Kathy Wright and Carl Tate. 

Sydney and Sierra Funk will serve as ushers. 

The reader is Kathy Wright.  

mailto:vanben@va.metrocast.net

