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The Grapevine  

 
Clarksbury United Methodist Church 
15924 General Puller Highway, Hardyville, Virginia           October 2015          
www.clarksburyumc.com 

 
Our Mission: 
       To receive and share God’s love through worship, education, service and outreach. 

 

Pastor Ken’s Corner 
 
Hebrews 4:12-16 (NRSV)  
12 

 Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 

until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and 

intentions of the heart.  
13 

And before him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one 

to whom we must render an account.  
14 

Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son 

of God, let us hold fast to our confession.  
15 

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we 

have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin.  
16 

Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy 

and find grace to help in time of need. 

 

  As you read this newsletter, final preparations for our REVIVAL will be ramping up.  

We are so very much looking forward to all of us coming together to WORSHIP, to PRAY, to 

PRAISE and to CELEBRATE together.  Each service—Friday 7 p.m., Saturday 7 p.m. and 

Sunday 11 a.m. —will have music and an ALTAR call, and COMMUNION will be celebrated.  

Our special service of World Communion will take place on Sunday with a luncheon afterwards. 

  

Appropriately, the offerings for the Friday and Saturday services will go to “Stop Hunger 

Now” as WE hope to raise over $1,000 to add to the funds that we pool with five other local 

churches prior to the Stop Hunger Now event Saturday, October 24, at Lower UMC.  In addition 

to the funds we want to raise, I want to encourage/invite each of you to consider coming out on 

the 24
th

 and assisting us in sorting and packaging the meals—more details to follow as we get 

closer to the date. 

 

When I read the very short passage above, only five verses, I am amazed at how the 

author, who is never directly identified, captures and presents Jesus and His purpose for coming 

to the world. 

  

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=grapevine+graphic&hl=en&sa=X&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS400US401&biw=1280&bih=782&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=hNzP5PVe5TxaWM:&imgrefurl=http://www.walltowallstencils.com/stencil/ds2933/Large+Grape+Vine&docid=F892amtqvVq2lM&imgurl=http://www.walltowallstencils.com/d/ds2933.gif&w=375&h=228&ei=6GlCT-KaI4r50gHErMS6Bw&zoom=1
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/clarksburyumc
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The WORD of GOD is living…get that…living, not some jumble of lifeless letters 

arranged in sentences and paragraphs.  The Word of God is like no other word!!!  Living and 

active…PIERCING until it divides SOUL from SPIRIT and able to judge the thoughts and 

intentions of the HEART…. Oh, Lord teach us your WORD, write your WORD on our 

hearts…Revive and Renew us…not just on one weekend in one month in one year…rather, for 

the rest of our very LIVES. 

 

Before God nothing is hidden.  When we kneel at the altar rail and pray, when we come 

together as a community and receive communion, The Lord’s Supper, we come as open 

books…our lives revealed to our Savior and our Creator…”but all are naked and laid bare to 

the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account.“  Does this FACT make YOU 

uncomfortable?  Are you able to find comfort in the FACT that through our FAITH in Jesus, 

though “we must render an account”, we have a High Priest, JESUS, who is ABLE to 

sympathize with our weaknesses.    

 

We are able to approach His throne …”the throne of grace with boldness, so that we 

may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”  We are able to do this not because 

we are good people, or that we have done lots of good deeds, or that we have done more good 

deeds than bad…..as if there were a set of scales and our lives are held in the balance based upon 

OUR lives and deeds.  But, because we have faith in Jesus, we call upon the name of Jesus for 

salvation and have faith in His Grace, Mercy and Sacrifice…for that reason alone…and NO 

OTHER, we are able to receive MERCY and find GRACE. 

 

As you can probably see or tell by now…the rest of this year is going to be focused on 

US focusing on JESUS.  We will be making JESUS the center theme of all our ministries and 

teachings and worship.  We should have always been doing that.  Sometimes we get so wrapped 

up in the world and our own little worlds that we take JESUS for granted. 

 

Let us focus our prayer lives, our praise lives, our ministering lives…all of our lives on 

JESUS and what he requires of us. Micah 6:8 (NRSV) 
8 

He has told you, O mortal, what is 

good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to 

walk humbly with your God?  Another translation says “to know justice, love mercy and walk 

humbly with our God”; that sure sounds like a good plan to me! 

  

We might have a challenge with the above verbs we are to execute. . .“know justice, love 

mercy, walk humbly”…how do we KNOW how to do those actions and activities?  We surely 

won’t find the right answer in any location other than the WORD of GOD; we need to immerse 

ourselves in His WORD. 

  

On that topic we will be starting a 5-week Bible Study on the Book of Revelation; this is 

a study by Ben Witherington, titled Revelation and the End Times.  Our first session will be 

Wednesday, September 30, at 7 p.m. here in the social hall.  I apologize for the seemingly short 

notice, though we have been discussing this for some time; now we have more detailed 

information. 

  

Fall is upon us and I know there are tons of projects for all of us including the Food 

Bank on October 10 and all the efforts that this wonderful ministry entails.  Thank you…thank 

you to all involved in this effort!  The Soup Ministry, the Cryer Center Mobile Food Bank…the 

list is very long….  
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But in all the STUFF we do let US truly focus on WHY we do it, WHO we serve, and 

HOW BLESSED we are. 

  

And let us not forget…we are coming into the season that is often hardest for some of our 

congregation as during these holidays they are without loved ones.  Some of us will be 

celebrating and enjoying; please keep others in your prayers for whom these times might bring 

sorrow and loss.  PRAY for ALL that WE might come to KNOW our SAVIOR JESUS more 

completely.    

 

And as I encouraged you last month…so let us remember and continue to renew and 

revive our prayers to God; let us revive our faith in our salvation in and through Jesus Christ.   

 

 Let us return to the first glow of our Love of God.   

 Let us renew and refresh our lives, not with “food” but with “PRAYER” as Oswald 

Chambers says.  

 Let this LIFE of the Son of God be born in us and nourish us.   

 Let us revive and reawaken this Holy Spirit in us and our community.  

 Let is rekindle the flame of Christ’s LOVE and PASSION for each of His children… 

great and small…ALL His children. 

 And…PRAY…PRAY…PRAY…In ALL WAYS, ALWAYS. 

 Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will COME AGAIN!!! 

 Believe it… and act as though you DO believe it…and REVIVE your LOVE of GOD, 

CHRIST and THE HOLY SPIRIT…AMEN 

 

     Grace & Peace 

Pastor Ken 

 

 

 
 

ANNUAL BUDGET FOR 2015 (OPERATING FUNDS) - $111,280 
TOTAL RECEIVED FOR OPERATING FUNDS AS OF AUGUST 31, 2015 - $70,679.58 
INCOME NEEDED TO DATE TO MEET BUDGET - $74,186.67 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COFFEE HOUR FOR OCTOBER 
 

October 4 – Luncheon 

 October 11 – Janis Slaughter 

October 18 – Helen White 

October 25 – Petra Walian 

Have your harvest 
tools ready, and 

God will find work 
for you. 
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DIRECTORY UPDATE 
By Diane Faulkner, Membership Secretary 
  
  
Please update your Church Directories with the following information. 
Davis, Sylvia 
Steven, Zachery 
PO Box 513 
Hartfield, VA 23071 
Cell: 804-824-3066 
  
If any of your information has changed since the printing of our Church Directory, please 
contact me with your updated information so that I may correct the Church’s records 
and inform the congregation through the newsletter. 
Thank you and God bless! 
 

 

 
 
AN UPDATE FROM THE TRUSTEES 
By Lee White, Chairman  
 

ou may have noticed an orange cone in the church parking lot! For some time, we have had a 

problem with an area that has been sinking. After several unsuccessful attempts to fix the 

problem by patching the hole, we contacted an asphalt contractor. It will be necessary to dig out 

a portion of the area (approximately the size of that parking space) to determine what has caused 

the problem. The area will then be backfilled with crushed gravel. This is scheduled to take place 

sometime within the next month. 

 

The playground equipment and fencing is scheduled to be removed as it has been determined to 

be unsafe and too costly to repair. 

 

You may notice that some repairs are being made in the narthex. The old 

paint has been scraped and sanded. A sealer has been placed and two coats 

of paint have been applied to the walls and closet. The ceiling is scheduled 

to be completed this week. The contractor has already repaired three areas 

in the balcony where the drywall was cracked and is also working on the 

wood portion under the stained glass window which had deteriorated. 

 

At the parsonage, a new ceiling fan was recently installed on the porch. The kitchen flooring was 

replaced. Trees and shrubs were pruned. 

 

Like your own home, the church and the parsonage are in need of constant maintenance, so 

please consider making contributions to the building fund! 

 

Y 
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UMM NEWS  
By Warren Wright, UMM President 

 
e will have our regular monthly business meeting on Monday, October 26, at 7 p.m. We 

will be planning our fall and winter activities and missions at this meeting. Remember that 

there are no membership or dues requirements to be a part of the United Methodist Men of 

Clarksbury, just a willingness to serve Jesus Christ within your church and community. 

Mission-To Help Men Grow In Christ, So Others May Know Christ. 

 
 
 
A MESSAGE FROM YOUR LAY LEADER  
By Warren Wright 
 

Laity Sunday, October 18 

 “Disciples Called to Action: Creating Unity in Ministry” 

ccording to Section 264:2 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church the 

third Sunday in October of each year shall be designated “Laity Sunday”. The discipline 

tells us that Laity Sunday calls the Church to celebrate the ministry of all lay Christians, as their 

lives are empowered for the ministry by the Holy Spirit. The observance of Laity Sunday shall 

be under the general supervision of the General Board of Discipline. The Association of Annual 

Conference Lay Leaders will recommend themes for an entire quadrennium to the General Board 

of Discipline two years before the beginning of a new quadrennium. As your lay Leader it is my 

responsibility to develop the entire service for Laity Sunday with assistance and guidance from 

Pastor Ken. As lay members of Clarksbury, many of you will be a part of this service. The 

founder of Methodism, John Wesley, realized early in his ministry that he would need a lot help 

spreading the word of God. So he appointed folks, just like you and me, to take the word of God 

to the people.  

Matthew 16:24-25  

Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, 

and take up his cross and follow Me. "For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but 

whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. 
 

 

In the fading of the summer sun,  

the shortening of days and cooling breeze,  

swallows' flight and moonlight rays  
WE SEE THE CREATOR'S HAND  

 

 

In the browning of leaves once green,  

morning mists and autumn chill,  

fruit that falls and frost’s first kiss 
WE SEE THE CREATOR'S HAND 

 

 

W 

A 
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CLARKSBURY HYMNOLOGY 101  
October 2015 
“And Can It Be that I Should Gain” (Page 363) 
By Polly Van Benschoten 

 When I asked Gayle Gilliland to name her favorite hymn she said that this 

beautiful one written by Charles Wesley had been on her mind.  “And Can 

It Be that I Should Gain” was first published in 1738 and was written to 

commemorate his conversion. As we all know, Charles and his brother, 

John, played a significant role in the development of Christianity in both 

England and the American colonies and the establishment of the Methodist 

Church. While John’s influence was felt through his leadership and 

preaching, Charles influenced people through his songs. He wrote over 

5,500 hymns, including “Christ the Lord is Risen Today”, “Hark the 

Herald Angles Sing”, “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” and “Love Divine, All Loves 

Excelling”.  Charles was the youngest son and 18th child of Samuel and Susanna Wesley. He 

was the greatest hymn writer of the Wesley family, and may well be the greatest hymn writer of 

all time. One source called him the poet of Methodism. Read the beautiful words below and I 

think you will agree. 

This hymn has been set to different tunes in different hymnals. The melody in our hymnal, 

“Sagina”, was composed by Thomas Campbell, a Scottish poet of the early 1800’s. In his 

publication The Bouquet (1825), each of twenty-three tunes has a horticultural name. “Sagina” 

gets its name from a genus of the pink family of herbs, which includes baby's breath and the 

carnation.   He is buried in Poet's Corner of Westminster Abbey in London. 

 
And can it be that I should gain  

an interest in the Savior's blood!  

Died he for me? who caused his pain!  

For me? who him to death pursued?  

Amazing love! How can it be  

that thou, my God, shouldst die for me?  

Amazing love! How can it be  

that thou, my God, shouldst die for me?  

 

'Tis mystery all: th' Immortal dies!  

Who can explore his strange design?  

In vain the firstborn seraph tries  

to sound the depths of love divine.  

'Tis mercy all! Let earth adore;  

let angel minds inquire no more.  

'Tis mercy all! Let earth adore;  

let angel minds inquire no more.  

 

He left his Father's throne above  

(so free, so infinite his grace!),  

emptied himself of all but love,  

and bled for Adam's helpless race.  

'Tis mercy all, immense and free,  

for O my God, it found out me!  

'Tis mercy all, immense and free,  

for O my God, it found out me!  

 

Long my imprisoned spirit lay,  

fast bound in sin and nature's night;  

thine eye diffused a quickening ray;  

I woke, the dungeon flamed with light;  

my chains fell off, my heart was free,  

I rose, went forth, and followed thee.  

My chains fell off, my heart was free,  

I rose, went forth, and followed thee.  

 

No condemnation now I dread;  

Jesus, and all in him, is mine;  

alive in him, my living Head,  

and clothed in righteousness divine,  

bold I approach th' eternal throne,  

and claim the crown, through Christ my own.  

Bold I approach th' eternal throne,  

and claim the crown, through Christ my own. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Charles_Wesley.jpg
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Our Vision: 

To be a spirit-filled and nurturing church family that reaches out and embraces the entire 

community. 

The Grapevine 
October 2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   

 

 

 1 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

2 

7 p.m. 

Revival 

3 

7 p.m. 

Revival 

4*Tommy 

Crittenden 

*Helen White 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Revival 

World 

Communion 

Sunday 

Covered Dish 

Luncheon 

5 

11 a.m. 

Soup 

Ministry 

6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Trustees 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Bible Study 

8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

9 

 

10*Cacky Guill 

9-11 a.m. 

Fall Food 

Pantry 

 

 

 

 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

11*Danny 

Walton 

*Janis Slaughter 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

12*Ivey Huff 

 

13 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

EY Circle 

Church 

14*Anne 

Tinney 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Bible Study 

15*Eric Vaudt 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

16 

 

 
 

17 

 

 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

18 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

Laity Sunday 

19 

11 a.m. 

Soup 

Ministry 

 

20 

  

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Finance and 

Church Council 

21 

 

 

  

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Bible Study 

22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

23 

 
 

 

24 

9 a.m. 

Stop Hunger 

Now Project – 

Lower UMC 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

25*Jerry Duke 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

26 

 

 

UMM 

7 p.m. 

 28  

 

 

7 p.m. 

Bible Study 

29 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

30 

 

 

 

31*Kathy 

Wright 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

 

The deadline for the November 2015 Grapevine will be Sunday, October 25.  Send items to 

vanben@va.metrocast.net; place them in the office mailbox; or call 804-776-0569. 

*OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS (If you know of any additions, deletions or corrections that should be made to the 

birthday calendar, please let the newsletter editor know.) 
 

Counters for October are Mary Banker and Cacky Guill. 

Anne Tompkins and Diane Faulkner will serve as ushers. 

The reader is Mary Banker.  

mailto:vanben@va.metrocast.net

