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The Grapevine  

 
Clarksbury United Methodist Church 
15924 General Puller Highway, Hardyville, Virginia       September 2015          
www.clarksburyumc.com 

 
Our Mission: 
       To receive and share God’s love through worship, education, service and outreach. 

 

Pastor Ken’s Corner 
 
2 Chronicles 7:14 (NRSV)  
14 

 if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn 

from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their 

land.  

James 4:1-3 (NRSV)  
1 

Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from 

your cravings that are at war within you?  
2 
You want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet something 

and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do 

not ask.  
3 
You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your 

pleasures.  

 

How quickly the summer fades into the past.  Labor Day is just ahead. Our kids are 

headed back to school or already there…just to frame some of the activities that we are either 

right in the middle of or anticipating.  Those are WHAT we have going on AROUND us.  But, 

what or who are you PRAYING FOR?   Are you even PRAYING? 

 

Recent news reports of senseless murders (as if they aren’t all senseless), whether 

committed by extreme/radical religious fanatics overseas or mentally ill individuals as close as 

our own Commonwealth, make me want to cry to the Lord for Him to come NOW and straighten 

us ALL out.  God, though, is coming in His timing; and if I think the world is anymore insane or 

violent now, I would not be a very good student of history. 

 

In relatively RECENT history, we have World War II and all of its violence and 

destruction as well as Korea, Vietnam, and other conflicts to name just a few.  Then there are the 

occurrences of ethnic cleansing in Darfur and Bosnia, again just to name a few. 

 

Why am I including this in our Newsletter for this month, you might ask?  The point is 

OUR World and OUR Time is as cruel and full of insanity as any other.  “
14 

if my people who 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=grapevine+graphic&hl=en&sa=X&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS400US401&biw=1280&bih=782&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=hNzP5PVe5TxaWM:&imgrefurl=http://www.walltowallstencils.com/stencil/ds2933/Large+Grape+Vine&docid=F892amtqvVq2lM&imgurl=http://www.walltowallstencils.com/d/ds2933.gif&w=375&h=228&ei=6GlCT-KaI4r50gHErMS6Bw&zoom=1
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/clarksburyumc
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are called by my name humble themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn from their wicked 

ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”  is as 

appropriate now as it was in the Old Testament times when it was written.  We need a revival of 

prayer, a revival of calling on the Lord to hear our prayers, a REVIVAL of faith in God’s 

promises of deliverance and salvation and an outpouring of our study of and immersion in the 

WORD of GOD…HIS WORD. 

 

Our Sunday School is deep in their Study of the Book of Revelation and its impacts and 

teachings,  and in September (TBD) we will start a five-week study by Ben Witherington titled 

“Revelation and the End Times” on Wednesday evenings from 7-8 p.m. in the social hall.  Time 

is crucial, timing is crucial, and we need to be mindful of our relationship with our 

CREATOR…. 

 

We must humble ourselves and place ourselves and our selfish pride and desires on an 

altar of sacrifice to God…to let go of the worldly distractions to “turn from our wicked ways” 

and look full into the face of God.     

 

In a recent search for listings of prayer, praying or just the word pray…I had over 340 

occurrences in over 320 sections in my version of the NRSV Bible. Seems to me there was a 

great deal of focus on prayer in our scriptures.  I see no reason in today’s times to be in or 

focused any less on conversation with God. 

  

In the August 28
th 

My Utmost for His Highest the title is “What’s the good of Prayer?” 

Oswald Chambers says, “What will suffer is the life of the Son of God in him, which is 

nourished not by food, but by prayer. When a man is born from above, the life of the Son of 

God is born in him, and he can either starve that life or nourish it. Prayer is the way the life of 

God is nourished.” 

  

As we enter into the preparations this month for our revival scheduled for the 2
nd

 through 

the 4
th

 of October, there is lots of stuff we can do…work on music, work on organizing the 

services, work on the celebration of World Communion Sunday and the meal afterwards. 

 

Seems an endless stream of THINGS and WORK and ORGANIZING…BUT…the 

MOST important activity for ALL of us is …in humility…to PRAY, to SEEK God’s face, and 

TURN from our SIN, and God will be FAITHFUL. 

 

The second thought for this month, in addition to our focus on PRAYING, is from James 

4:2-3“You do not have, because you do not ask.  
3 

You ask and do not receive, because you ask 

wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures.”  Let us focus on asking for the 

righteous things God want in our lives…the Fruits of the Spirit….Galatians 5:22-23 (NRSV)  
“22

the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 
23

gentleness, and self-control.” 

 

Let us Turn, Repent, and Pray… to be in a Spirit of Prayer and closeness to our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ …that His Will…will be done here on Earth, now as His Will is done in 

Heaven. 

 

Let our Revival not just be a three day event…let it be a start of a lifelong renewal for our 

Lord! 
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Let us renew and revive our prayers to God; let us revive our faith in our salvation in and 

through Jesus Christ.   

 

Let us return to the first glow of our love of God.   

 

Let us renew and refresh our lives, not with “food” but with “PRAYER” as Oswald 

Chambers says.  

 

Let this LIFE of the SON of GOD be born in us and nourish us.   

 

Let us revive and reawaken this HOLY SPIRIT in us and our community. 

 

Let us rekindle the flame of Christ’s LOVE and PASSION for each of His children… 

great and small….ALL His children. 

 

And…PRAY…PRAY…PRAY…In ALL WAYS, ALWAYS. 

 

God is always ready to answer KNEE-MAIL…. 

 

Just ask…. 

 

Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will COME AGAIN!!! 

 

Believe it… and act as though you DO believe it… and REVIVE your LOVE of GOD, 

CHRIST and THE HOLY SPIRIT…AMEN 

 

Peace & Grace,      

 Pastor Ken 

 

 

 
OCTOBER REVIVAL PLANNED BY WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
David Dobson, Chairperson 
 

he revival proposed by the worship committee will take place on Friday, October 2, 

Saturday, October 3, and Sunday, October 4, during the morning worship service.  The 

starting time on Friday and Saturday is 7 p.m.  Pastor Eric has agreed to preach on Friday and 

Pastor Garry Livermon from Susanna Wesley UMC will be our speaker on Saturday.  Pastor Ken 

will preach on Sunday.  Light refreshments will be served after the evening services.  There will 

be communion and an altar call at each service. A pot luck luncheon is planned after the service 

on Sunday.  Since this is World Communion Sunday, it is suggested that people bring ethnic 

dishes. 

 
 

ANNUAL BUDGET FOR 2015 (OPERATING FUNDS) - $111,280 
TOTAL RECEIVED FOR OPERATING FUNDS AS OF JULY 31, 2015 - $61,323.28 

T 
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A NOTE FROM YOUR MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 
Diane Faulkner 

 
lease take a look at the list of members below.  We do not have a current mailing address or 

phone number for any of these.  If you do, please give me any contact information you may 

have. Thank you and God Bless. 

  

Lana (White) Barrett Shawn Kyle Long 

Mary Elizabeth Ann Bristow William Sherman Loxley 

Joy Lynn Croxton Burnett Terry Parker McMahon 

Malcolm Coe Jaime Mears 

Jamie Croxton Kyle Mears 

Steven Davis  J. H. Morris 

Zachery Davis Jean T. Hornsby Morris 

Glen Alex Decker Keith Dale Price 

Eric Forrest Jennifer Anne Shults 

Thomas Clifton Hogge Lisa Vaughan 

Helen Johnson Louise Whitlow 

 
 
SOUP MINISTRY  

By Kathy Wright, Chairperson  
Lucy Blevins, Diane Faulkner, Helen White 
         

larksbury UMC’s soup ministry is still going strong.  In fact, the Soup Ministry Committee is 

“gearing up” for the fall food pantry distribution at Clarksbury on Saturday, October 10, 

from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.  Each family will be provided a quart of homemade soup with a sleeve of 

crackers, along with their groceries. 

 

The soup ministry has been given the opportunity to expand their ministry by way of the 

generosity of Dave Cryer and the Cryer Center Mobile Food Pantry.  The trailer comes to the 

Clarksbury parking lot on the first Saturday morning of each month.  Some of our soup ministry 

recipients are now eligible and will be receiving groceries the first of each month along with 

their twice monthly delivery of a quart of homemade soup with a sleeve of crackers. 

 

If you know of someone who would benefit from one or both of the ministries, or if you would 

like to participate in these very important ministries of the church, please contact one of the soup 

ministry committee members listed above, or I (Kathy Wright) can be reached at 757-373-9166 

or by email kdwright@va.metrocast.net.  God Bless. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P 

C 

COFFEE HOUR FOR SEPTEMBER 
 

September 6 – Surprise 

 September 13 – Val Bradley 

September 20 – Gayle Gilliland 

September 27 – Betty Tate 

mailto:kdwright@va.metrocast.net
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FALL FOOD PANTRY 
By Fran Miller 
Food Pantry Committee 

 

It is hard to believe that summer is almost over and I am 

writing about our Fall Food Pantry! Yes, the time to prepare 

for our Fall Food Pantry is here. Since we started our food 

ministry, we have distributed over 1,200 bags of groceries to 

families in the area. Unfortunately, many in our community are 

still in need of our help. Therefore, we are going to hold a Fall 

Food Pantry again at our church in October. There are five 

members on the committee to coordinate this project, but in 

order for this effort to be successful, we again need your help!!  

 

We will be delivering 600 empty grocery bags with a flyer stapled to it describing our food 

ministry to homes in the Hardyville/Deltaville area during the weekend of Saturday, September 

19. We are hoping that the residents will fill these bags with nonperishable and canned goods. 

We will then pick up the bags and bring them to the church on Saturday, September 26. Once the 

items are collected and organized, they will be bagged for the recipients. We will then be ready 

for the distribution on October 10. As you can see just by the description of the various steps 

involved, we need YOU to volunteer. We need volunteers to deliver the bags on September 18, 

19, or 20; pick up the bags on Saturday, September 26; repack the bags on Tuesday, September 

29; and greet and help the recipients bring bags to their cars on our Food Pantry Day, 

October 10.  Young and old can help. If you can’t lift a full bag, you can deliver an empty one. If 

you can’t walk to the doors of the homes, perhaps you can drive others (youth) who can. Perhaps 

you can greet and talk to the recipients and offer them encouragement and let them know that 

this is just one of many wonderful things this church does. Whatever you can do will help. We 

want the entire congregation to take part!  

 

There is a signup sheet in the sanctuary by the organ asking for volunteers for various jobs. 

Please sign up! Last year we had many of you volunteer. Please do so again! We know we can 

help a lot of people, but we need YOU to make it happen. 

 
 
UMM NEWS  
By Warren Wright, UMM President 

 
he UMM will have our next business meeting on Monday, September 28, at 7 p.m. At this 

meeting we will be planning our fall fund raiser and will be discussing mission opportunities 

and Bible studies. There are no dues or membership requirements, just a love of God to serve 

your fellow man, so come join us.  

  

Helping Men Grow In Christ, So Others May Know Christ. 

 
 
  

  

T 

The man who has 
the right to boast 
does not have to. 
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CLARKSBURY HYMNOLOGY 101  
September 2015 
“The Ninety and Nine” 
By Polly Van Benschoten 
 
Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 

ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. Luke 15:7 

 
his hymn is not included in our hymnal but is one I remember from my childhood.  It is, of 

course, based on the parable of the lost sheep. I love the story attached to it.  The words 

were written by Elizabeth C. Clephane who was born in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1830 and died 

in 1869.  She enjoyed writing poetry and wrote the text for “The Ninety and Nine” especially 

for children a short time before her death.  It was published in a magazine called The Children’s 

Hour. (Another reference says that she had her brother, who had a drinking problem, in mind 

when she wrote it.)  

 

This story is told about how the tune came about.  Two American evangelists, D. L. Moody and 

Ira Sankey, were conducting a revival in Edinburgh.  Sankey saw the poem in a newspaper he 

was reading and cut it out and put it in his pocket.  At the revival meeting the subject of Moody’s 

message was “The Good Shepherd” based on Luke15:3-7.  When he finished his sermon he 

asked Sankey to sing an appropriate solo.  Sankey remembered the poem in his pocket, placed it 

on the folding organ in front of him, breathed a prayer for divine help, struck the cord of A Flat 

and started to sing.  Note by note the tune was given to him and has remained unchanged to the 

present time. This was Sankey’s first attempt at writing a hymn tune. Not bad for a first try! 

 

Elizabeth also wrote the words to “Beneath the Cross of Jesus.” 

There were ninety and nine that safely lay 

In the shelter of the fold. 

But one was out on the hills away, 

Far off from the gates of gold. 

Away on the mountains wild and bare, 

Away from the tender Shepherd’s care, 

Away from the tender Shepherd’s care. 

“Lord, Thou hast here Thy ninety and nine; 

Are they not enough for Thee?” 

But the Shepherd made answer: “This of Mine 

Has wandered away from Me; 

And although the road be rough and steep, 

I go to the desert to find My sheep, 

I go to the desert to find My sheep.” 

But none of the ransomed ever knew 

How deep were the waters crossed; 

Nor how dark was the night the Lord passed through 

Ere He found His sheep that was lost. 

Out in the desert He heard its cry, 

T 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://images.clipartpanda.com/music-notes-clip-art-png-139835101453.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/music-notes-clip-art-png&h=1006&w=2236&tbnid=Ii5Cok-jTKNijM:&docid=z2gbJg7BGAXDiM&ei=V5K2VePTCoH0-QHAmbCgBQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CDcQMygBMAFqFQoTCKPb6pOR_MYCFQF6PgodwAwMVA
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Sick and helpless and ready to die; 

Sick and helpless and ready to die. 

“Lord, whence are those blood drops all the way 

That mark out the mountain’s track?” 

“They were shed for one who had gone astray 

Ere the Shepherd could bring him back.” 

“Lord, whence are Thy hands so rent and torn?” 

“They are pierced tonight by many a thorn; 

They are pierced tonight by many a thorn.” 

And all through the mountains, thunder riven 

And up from the rocky steep, 

There arose a glad cry to the gate of Heaven, 

“Rejoice! I have found My sheep!” 

And the angels echoed around the throne, 

“Rejoice, for the Lord brings back His own! 

Rejoice, for the Lord brings back His own!” 

 
A MESSAGE FROM YOUR LAY LEADER  
By Warren Wright 
 

n September 7 our great country will be celebrating the 121
st
 

official Labor Day holiday. Have you ever wondered where and 

how this summer vacation ending holiday started? Here’s a brief 

history of our Labor Day. 

Many immigrants settled in New York City in the nineteenth century. 

They found that living conditions were not as wonderful as they had 

dreamed. Often there were six families crowded into a house made for one family. Thousands of 

children had to go to work. Working conditions were even worse. Immigrant men, women and 

children worked in factories for ten to twelve hours a day, stopping only for a short time to eat. 

They came to work even if they were tired or sick because if they didn't, they might be fired. 

Thousands of people were waiting to take their places. 

When Peter McGuire was 17, he began an apprenticeship in a piano shop. This job was better 

than his others, for he was learning a trade, but he still worked long hours with low pay. At night 

he went to meetings and classes in economics and social issues of the day. One of the main 

issues of concern pertained to labor conditions. Workers were tired of long hours, low pay and 

uncertain jobs. They spoke of organizing themselves into a union of laborers to improve their 

working conditions. In the spring of 1872, Peter McGuire and 100,000 workers went on strike 

and marched through the streets, demanding a decrease in the long working day. 

This event convinced Peter that an organized labor movement was important for the future of 

workers' rights. He spent the next year speaking to crowds of workers and unemployed people, 

lobbying the city government for jobs and relief money. It was not an easy road for Peter 

McGuire. He became known as a "disturber of the public peace." The city government ignored 

his demands. Peter himself could not find a job in his trade. He began to travel up and down the 

O 
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east coast to speak to laborers about unionizing. In 1881, he moved to St. Louis, Missouri, and 

began to organize carpenters there. He organized a convention of carpenters in Chicago, and it 

was there that a national union of carpenters was founded. He became General Secretary of the 

United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of America. 

The idea of organizing workers according to their trades spread around the country. Factory 

workers, dock workers and toolmakers all began to demand and get their rights to an eight-hour 

workday, a secure job and a future in their trades. Peter McGuire and laborers in other cities 

planned a holiday for workers on the first Monday in September, halfway between Independence 

Day and Thanksgiving Day. 

On September 5, 1882 the first Labor Day parade was held in New York City. Twenty thousand 

workers marched in a parade up Broadway. They carried banners that read "LABOR CREATES 

ALL WEALTH," and "EIGHT HOURS FOR WORK, EIGHT HOURS FOR REST, EIGHT 

HOURS FOR RECREATION!" After the parade there were picnics all around the city. Workers 

and celebrants ate Irish stew, homemade bread and apple pie. At night, fireworks were set off. 

Within the next few years, the idea spread from coast to coast, and all states celebrated Labor 

Day. In 1894, Congress voted it a federal holiday. 

Today we celebrate Labor Day with a little less fanfare on the first Monday of September. Some 

cities have parades and community picnics. Many politicians “kick off” their political campaigns 

by holding rallies on the holiday. Most Americans consider Labor Day the end of the summer, 

and the beaches and other popular resort areas are packed with people enjoying one last three-

day weekend. 

Let us never forget the sacrifices of those that came before us and made our workday so much 

better.  Ephesians-6:5-9 (Substitute workers for slaves and see what the Bible has to say about 

labor.) 

 

Thought for the month - Do you try to serve God continually in the environment of your 

work? Have you seen yourself as a walking temple of God? Have you been able to put God 

first where you work, so that your fellow workers know that you are trying to serve God?  

 

 
EY CIRCLE PLANS ANNUAL COOKIE PROJECT 

By Fran Miller, President 
 

The Edna Yankovich Circle is once again making plans for a cookie project to 

remember local service men and women and those with connections to our 

church family.  We invite anyone in the church who would like to participate 

to do so.  Cookies should be brought to the church on Sunday, September 20.  

We will package them after church on that date.  We also welcome monetary 

donations.  These should be given to Fran Miller by Sunday, September 13.  

The donations will be used to purchase items such as Chap Stick, beef jerky, 

hand cleaner, etc., to include with the cookies and also to pay for postage.  

Look for a reminder of these dates in the Sunday bulletins as the time approaches. 
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Our Vision: 

To be a spirit-filled and nurturing church family that reaches out and embraces the entire 

community. 

The Grapevine 
September 2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Trustees 

2 

 

3*Sydney Funk 

*Sierra Funk 
 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

4 

 
5 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

6 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

Communion 

7 

11 a.m. 

Soup 

Ministry 

8*Dawn 

Crittenden 

 

7 p.m. 

EY Circle 

Church 

9 

 

 

10*Roegean 

Speight 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

11 

 

12 

 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

13 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

14*Ashley 

Moore 

 

15*Petra 

Walian 

 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Finance and 

Church Council 

16*Connor 

Crittenden 

 

 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

18 

 

 

Deliver Food 

Pantry Bags 
 

19*Amber 

Mauney 

*Brittany 

Mauney 

Deliver Food 

Pantry Bags 
 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

20 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

Deliver Food 

Pantry Bags 

EY Circle – 

Pack Cookies 

21 

11 a.m. 

Soup 

Ministry 

 

22 

  

 

 

23*Norman 

Sibley 

*Bobby Weis 

 

  

24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

25 

 
 

 

26 

Pick Up Food 

Pantry Bags 

 

 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

27*Betty 

Morris 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

28 

 

 

 

UMM 

7 p.m. 

29 

 

Repack Food 

Pantry Bags 

30*Sue 

Myers 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for the October 2015 Grapevine will be Wednesday, October 23.  Send items to 

vanben@va.metrocast.net; place them in the office mailbox; or call 804-776-0569. 

*SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS (If you know of any additions, deletions or corrections that should be made to 

the birthday calendar, please let the newsletter editor know.) 
 

Counters for September are Helen White and Gayle Gilliland. 

Becky and Abigail Foster will serve as ushers. 

The reader is Gayle Gilliland.  

mailto:vanben@va.metrocast.net

