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The Grapevine  

 
Clarksbury United Methodist Church 
15924 General Puller Highway, Hardyville, Virginia             August 2015          
www.clarksburyumc.com 

 
Our Mission: 
       To receive and share God’s love through worship, education, service and outreach. 

 

Pastor Ken’s Corner 
 

Ephesians 6:10-18 (NRSV)  
10 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power.  
11 

Put on the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the 

devil. 
12 

For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, 

against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the 

spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 
13 

Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so 

that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.  
14 

Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of 

righteousness. 
15 

As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the 

gospel of peace. 
16 

With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to 

quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 
17 

Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 

the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
18 

Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and 

supplication. To that end keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints.  

  

The blessings of summer are upon us—the warmer weather, the longer days, visits from 

grandchildren and vacation. May the Lord bless you and keep you and yours this year through all 

your travels and visits. 

    

There is so very much TO DO in this season of the year.   A good portion of what we do 

is outside; we have lawns to mow and bushes and trees to trim or prune. When we do that work, 

yard work or other work, we usually find that the labor is easier and we get done quicker when 

we use the right tool or have the right instrument for the task; for example; a riding lawn mower 

for a large yard or a chain saw or power trimmer for the bushes and trees. 

 

In this same way we as Christians need to equip ourselves with the right tools for the job 

at hand.  We all know family members and friends who are in need of spiritual assistance.  They 

are undergoing some medical treatment for an illness, or recovering and rehabilitating from a 

surgery or operation, or are struggling with addictions or loss of job, lack of funds, or personal 

issues…the list goes on and on, as you well know. 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=grapevine+graphic&hl=en&sa=X&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS400US401&biw=1280&bih=782&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=hNzP5PVe5TxaWM:&imgrefurl=http://www.walltowallstencils.com/stencil/ds2933/Large+Grape+Vine&docid=F892amtqvVq2lM&imgurl=http://www.walltowallstencils.com/d/ds2933.gif&w=375&h=228&ei=6GlCT-KaI4r50gHErMS6Bw&zoom=1
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/clarksburyumc
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We are called to use the right tools to deal with or cope with or to assist others with these 

problems/challenges. As Christians we have a tool set or equipment bag, as it were, described 

and given to us so we can draw on “the Lord and in the strength of his power”.    

 

We are called to “
11 

Put on the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand 

against the wiles of the devil.”  It is very important that we equip ourselves with each of these 

weapons for the spiritual warfare, which we are going to encounter…this is not a MAYBE… 

being in the world we know with certainty that we WILL face and be called on to overcome the 

forces of evil in this fallen world.  

 

Not to be overdramatic and speaking in hyperbole…but we do face the forces of the devil 

daily, even when we don’t see it, or can’t identify what we are experiencing or encountering as 

the forces of the devil.  It doesn’t have to be an encounter with a demon as in a movie or an 

overly dramatized show. 

   

Sometimes seeing people facing illness, hunger, abuse or other struggles is more often 

the forces of the devil that we encounter.  We have the “whole armor of God” to equip us for 

these encounters/warfare. 

 

 Fasten the belt of truth around your waist. 

 Put on the breastplate of righteousness. 

 As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the 

gospel of peace. 

 Take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming 

arrows of the evil one. 

 Take the helmet of salvation. 

 Take the sword of the spirit, which is the word of god. 

 Pray in the spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. 

 

Sounds overly dramatic?  Or does it?  When we consider all the struggles that are out 

there in the world in which we live, maybe it is closer to truth than hyperbole. Why would you 

approach any chore without the right equipment?  Without the right tools or weapons we either 

will fail at the task or it will take us far too long to accomplish our job/task. 

 

Face the tribulations and encounters of each day surrounded in prayer, armed with the 

weapons God freely gives us:  the belt of Truth; the shield of Righteousness; the shoes to 

Proclaim the good news; the shield of Faith; the Helmet of Salvation; the sword of the spirit 

(the Word of God); and Pray in the Spirit at all times. 

 

These are our tools/weapons with which we can be “more than conquerors” in each and 

every life encounter.  Does this seem too easy? Or is easier said than done?  You are the judge of 

how to employ these tools/weapons.  What is it that you are facing in your life?  No matter what 

it is…you don’t have to go it alone…you can avail yourself of this armor…which is designed for 

you, for each of us individually and in community. 

 

Paul is telling us to face our challenges…with the right equipment/tools/weapons/armor.  

Why would you start any task without the right tools?   
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Begin each of your days surrounded by the power of the Holy Spirit.  If you had a 

problem, and you knew of friends who could and probably would help, if they only knew of your 

situation, would you call them, or send them an E-mail or text them for help?  You would… 

wouldn’t you? 

 

How much more so Our Father in Heaven loves you and is willing to help, and getting in 

touch with Him is so very easy.  No internet service provider or e-mail account is required, no 

chance of the voicemail box being overfilled, or a missed message.  God is always ready to 

answer KNEE-MAIL…. 

 

Just ask…. 

 

You see…it isn’t about me…or you…or anyone else…it’s about God. Christ has died! 

Christ is risen! Christ will COME AGAIN!!! 

 

Believe it…and act as though you DO believe it…AMEN. 

                 

Peace & Grace,      

 Pastor Ken 

 

 

 

CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATES 
By Diane Faulkner, Membership Secretary 
  

Please update your church directory with the following information: 
 

Ivey Huff 
233 Mae Lane 
Wake, VA  23176 
Home: 540-832-3034 
Cell: 434-242-1715 
E-mail: iohuff@hotmail.com 
 

If any of your information listed has changed or is not correct, please let me know so that I can 

update the Church's records and notify others through the newsletter. 

 

Thank you and God Bless. 

 

 
UMW - Edna Yankovich Circle  
By Fran Miller, President 
 

Circle members (or anyone in the congregation): please inform Polly Van Benschoten if you 

know of a service person for our cookie project.  That person needs to have an APO address.  We 

need to know so the cookie project information can go in the September newsletter. 
 

mailto:iohuff@hotmail.com
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CLARKSBURY HYMNOLOGY 101  
August 2015 
“The Old Rugged Cross” (Page 504) 
By Polly Van Benschoten  
 
 

God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. Galatians 6:14 

 

“The old Rugged Cross” is one of Melvin Hawley’s favorite hymns.  

This is true for countless others as evidenced by the fact that when a 

request is made for favorites from any congregation this title comes up.  

The melody and the lyrics were written by George Bennard in 1913. He 

was born in Youngstown, Ohio, but reared in Iowa. He served with the 

Salvation Army in Iowa for several years before he was ordained in the 

Methodist Episcopal Church.  He continued his evangelistic ministries 

for forty years after writing this hymn.  He wrote other gospel hymns but 

none ever received the response of this one.  In October 1958 he 

exchanged his “cross for a crown” at his home near Read City, Michigan. 

There is a 12-foot high cross near this home with the words “’The Old 

Rugged Cross’—The Home of George Bennard, composer of this 

beloved hymn.” 
 
 
On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross,  
The emblem of suffering and shame; 
And I love that old cross where the dearest and best 
For a world of lost sinners was slain.  

Refrain: 
So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, 
Till my trophies at last I lay down; 
I will cling to the old rugged cross, 
And exchange it someday for a crown. 

Oh, that old rugged cross, so despised by the world, 
Has a wondrous attraction for me; 
For the dear Lamb of God left His glory above 
To bear it to dark Calvary. 

In that old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine, 
A wondrous beauty I see, 
For ’twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died, 
To pardon and sanctify me. 

To the old rugged cross I will ever be true; 
Its shame and reproach gladly bear; 
Then He’ll call me someday to my home far away, 
Where His glory forever I’ll share. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.cardcow.com/images/set228/card00058_fr.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.cardcow.com/viewall/68755/&h=382&w=600&tbnid=3nVy8Qg20_Z2RM:&docid=96yDBcDpR2PyIM&ei=L0W2VYflLYjp-QGArbDIDQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CEIQMygbMBtqFQoTCMe4z8nH-8YCFYh0PgodgBYM2Q
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://images.clipartpanda.com/music-notes-clip-art-png-139835101453.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/music-notes-clip-art-png&h=1006&w=2236&tbnid=Ii5Cok-jTKNijM:&docid=z2gbJg7BGAXDiM&ei=V5K2VePTCoH0-QHAmbCgBQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CDcQMygBMAFqFQoTCKPb6pOR_MYCFQF6PgodwAwMVA
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UMM NEWS  
By Warren Wright, UMM President 

  
he UMM will not meet in August; we will have our next business meeting on Monday, 

September 28, at 7 p.m.  At this meeting we will be planning our fall fund raiser, mission 

opportunities, and Bible studies. There are no dues or membership requirements, just a love of 

God to serve your fellow man, so come join us.  

 

 
A MESSAGE FROM YOUR LAY LEADER 
By Warren Wright 

 
GOD BLESS AMERICA 

 

his month I thought that I would add a little humor to my article and then get to the serious 

thoughts, so here goes some of America’s craziness, "Only in America." 

 

 Only in America can a pizza get to your house faster than an ambulance. 

 Only in America are there handicap parking places in front of a skating rink. 

 Only in America do drugstores make the sick walk all the way to the back of the 

store to get their prescriptions, while healthy people can buy cigarettes at the front. 

 Only in America do people order double cheeseburgers, large fries and a DIET coke. 

  Only in America do we leave cars worth thousands of dollars in the driveway and 

put our junk in the garage. Hello. 

  Only in America do we use answering machines to screen calls and have call 

waiting so we won’t miss a call from someone we didn’t want to talk to in the first 

place. 

  Only in America do we buy hot dogs in packages of ten and buns in packages of 

eight. 

 

Only in America Do: 

 

 We spend more, but have less. We buy more, but enjoy less. 

 We have bigger houses and smaller families, more conveniences, but less time.  

 We have more degrees but less sense, more knowledge, but less judgment, more 

experts, yet more problems, more medicine, but less wellness. 

 We drink too much, smoke too much, spend too recklessly, laugh too little, drive too 

fast, get too angry, stay up too late, get up too tired, read too little, watch TV too 

much, and pray too seldom. 

 We have multiplied our possessions, but reduced our values.  

 We talk too much, love too seldom, and hate too often.  

 We’ve learned how to make a living, but not a life. We’ve added years to life, not 

life to years! 

 We’ve been all the way to the moon and back, but have trouble crossing the street to 

meet a new neighbor. 

T 

T 
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 We’ve done larger things, but not better things. 

 We’ve cleaned up the air, but polluted the soul.  

 We’ve conquered the atom, but not our prejudice.  

 We write more, but learn less. 

 We plan more, but accomplish less.  

 We’ve learned to rush, but not to wait. 

 We build more computers to hold more information, to produce more copies than 

ever, but we communicate less and less.  

 

Brothers and sisters, even though there are a lot of negative things about America we still 

know that America is the greatest country in the world. We are blessed to have been born 

and raised in America. Someone has said, “We keep asking God to bless America. He 

already has. Now it’s our turn.” 

 

It is our turn to bless America. It’s our turn to do something good for America. God has and 

still is blessing America. But we need to do our part to bless America! We can do many 

good things. 

 

The apostle Paul gives us some specific things we can do to bless America. They are:  

 

 We must pray unceasingly. 

 We must live righteously. 

 We must evangelize. 

 

I Tim. 2:1-6 - First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings 

should be made for everyone, 
2
for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and 

peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 
3
This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 

4
who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

5
For there is one God; there 

is also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, 
6
 who gave himself a 

ransom for all—this was attested at the right time.  
 
                
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COFFEE HOUR FOR AUGUST 

 

August 2 – Dolores Decker 

 August 9 – Anne Tompkins 

August 16 – Suzanne Ramsburg 

August 23 – Mary Banker 

August 30 – Terry Cleveland 

 

If you would like to be a part of this church 

ministry, contact Polly 

Van Benschoten, 776-0569 

 
MEALS ON WHEELS 

 

August 5 – Betty and Carl Tate 

August 12 – Polly and Don Van Benschoten 

August 19 – Kathy and Warren Wright 

August 26 – Fran and Alan Miller 

 

If you would like to be a part of this church ministry, 

contact Anne Tompkins, 776-9642 

There is no scale or chart on earth 

 to measure what a true friend is worth. 
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Our Vision: 

To be a spirit-filled and nurturing church family that reaches out and embraces the entire 

community. 

The Grapevine 
August 2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
1 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

2 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

Communion 

3*Suzie 

Dunaway 

Powell 

*Helen 

Johnson 

11 a.m. 

Soup 

Ministry 

4*Victoria 

Forrest 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Trustees 

5 

 

 

6*Marion 

Miller 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

7 

 

8 

 

 

 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

9 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

10 

 

11*Gayle 

Gilliland 

*Donald 

Wilhite 

 

12 

 

 

13*Jordan 

Tullos 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

14 
 

 

15 
 

 

5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

16 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

 

17 

11 a.m. 

Soup 

Ministry 

 

18 

  

 

7 p.m. 

Finance and 

Church Council 

19 

 

  

20*F. Mrytle 

Clark 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

21 

 
 

 

22*Jane 

Crittenden 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

23 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

24 

 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

 

26 

 

 

 

 

27*Betty Ann 

Tabler 

*Jim Chenowith 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

28 

 

 

 

 

29 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

30 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

31*Jade 

Tullos 

     

 

The deadline for the September 2015 Grapevine will be Tuesday, August 25. Send items to 

vanben@va.metrocast.net; place them in the office mailbox; or call 804-776-0569. 

Please note these corrections to July birthdays:  Dolores Decker – July 16; Mary Banker – July 18 

*AUGUST BIRTHDAYS (If you know of any additions, deletions or corrections that should be made to the 

birthday calendar, please let the newsletter editor know.) 
 

Counters for August are Alan Miller and David Dobson. 

Val Bradley and Cacky Guill will serve as ushers. 

The reader is Petra Walian.  

mailto:vanben@va.metrocast.net

