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The Grapevine  

 
Clarksbury United Methodist Church 
15924 General Puller Highway, Hardyville, Virginia                  May 2015          
www.clarksburyumc.com 

 
Our Mission: 
       To receive and share God’s love through worship, education, service and outreach. 
 

 

Pastor Ken’s Corner 

 

John 15:1-8 (NRSV)  
1 

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower.  
2 

He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes 

to make it bear more fruit.  
3 
You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you.  

4 
Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in 

the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me.  
5 

I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 

because apart from me you can do nothing.  
6 

Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are 

gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.  
7 

If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done 

for you.  
8 

My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.  

  
 1 

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower”… In that scripture we read that 

Jesus sees his ministry and even himself as not only the living Word of God…but as a true vine 

from which good fruits are expected, and those fruits will come abundantly.  

 

In this Easter season WE need to look at every aspect of our lives and determine if we are 

producing good fruits, fruits of our Father’s heavenly kingdom…or are we just getting by and 

limping along.  Self-assessment can be brutal, and at the same time refreshing and beneficial. 

Who besides God knows you best?  Jesus is directing these verses directly to each of us…and to 

the other believers and those who say they will be children of God. 

  

If we are truly children of God, then, we shall bear fruit…fruit in abundance, fruit that is 

easily seen as fruit of God. (Galatians 5:22-23 (NRSV) “
22 

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,  
23 

gentleness, and self-control….)  

  

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=grapevine+graphic&hl=en&sa=X&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS400US401&biw=1280&bih=782&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=hNzP5PVe5TxaWM:&imgrefurl=http://www.walltowallstencils.com/stencil/ds2933/Large+Grape+Vine&docid=F892amtqvVq2lM&imgurl=http://www.walltowallstencils.com/d/ds2933.gif&w=375&h=228&ei=6GlCT-KaI4r50gHErMS6Bw&zoom=1
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/clarksburyumc
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We have been cleansed by the very Word of God; the Word made flesh, Immanuel 

…God among us…. We can and should abide in Jesus…just as He abides in us.  We choose to 

follow, to emulate our Lord and Savior or we choose to reflect the envy and greed of this world, 

with the doubt, fear and death that prevails here in the natural order of MAN.   The operative 

word is we CHOOSE. 

 

That is not to say that if we choose Christ and abide in Christ that we will NOT suffer 

calamity, or death, or injury, or sadness, or any other unpleasantness.   So long as the corrupt and 

fallen world is here, people will suffer.  We can choose, however, to abide in Christ and allow 

him to abide in us…and we will face all that the world throws at us WITH our Lord and Savior 

beside us and WITH us. 

 

We are to bear fruit…good and abundant fruit…that is God’s plan for me/for us. We 

cannot bear truly good fruit without God; the phrase “no man is an island” rings true here. 

 

Jesus again and again instructs his disciples with the use of terms and phrases, analogies 

and parables that present the life ahead for them, a life of serving God, in simple terms that they 

could and we today can understand…IF we look and meditate on their content and context.   

 

Are we vines/branches in a plant?   Is God the Father a vinegrower?    

 

The answers to these questions will be discovered as we search for God and pursue Him 

with all our hearts, all our minds, all our strength, and all our souls. As we seek God we will find 

Him; and he will reveal himself to us in the people around us, in the circumstances of other 

people’s lives and how we can assist or are fruitful in their life’s walk.  

 

A great big thank you to all those who assisted in any way with our Food Bank on 

April 11!!!  Much good fruit was given out and received…to those who did the labor may God 

richly bless your hearts and souls. What a treat to get the additional foods from the Cryer 

Center…awesome partners in Middlesex County. 

 

And as we prosper and bear abundant fruit it will not be because we are great and 

wonderful people…though some of God’s children are…. Rather, we will prosper and bear good 

and abundant fruit to the GLORY OF GOD.  God is worthy of our WORSHIP!  God is Worthy 

of our PRAISE! 

 

Make the choice to live for Christ, live to Christ and allow Christ to abide in you. 

 

EASTER is here…. 

 

The grave is empty….  

 

He is risen!!!  

 

He will come AGAIN!    

 

Peace & Grace, 

Pastor Ken 
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Terry Cleveland shared this lovely poem about a very special mother with us: 
 

 

MOTHER 

 

You painted no Madonnas 

On chapel walls in Rome; 

But, with a touch diviner, 

Upon the walls of home. 

 

You wrote no lofty poems 

The world pronounces art; 

But, with a nobler genius, 

You put poems in my heart. 

 

You carved no shapeless marble 

To symmetry divine; 

But, with a finer sculpture, 

You shaped this soul of mine. 

 

Had I the gift of Raphael, 

Or Michelangelo, 

Ah, what a rare Madonna 

My mother’s life should show! 

 

T. W. Fessenden 

(Respectfully attributed to Mother Roush) 

 
 

                  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
COFFEE HOUR FOR MAY 

 

May 3 – Val Bradley 

 May 10 – Betty Ann Tabler 

May 17 – Petra Walian 

May 24 – Gayle Gilliland  

May 31 – Terry Cleveland 

 

If you would like to be a part of this church 

ministry, contact Polly 

Van Benschoten, 776-0569 

Don't overlook life's small joys while searching for the big ones. 
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CLARKSBURY HYMNOLOGY 101  
May 2015 
“Just as I Am, Without One Plea” (Page 357) 
By Polly Van Benschoten  

 

Marion Miller named this beloved hymn as one of her favorites.  It was written 

by Charlotte Elliott, a Victorian hymn writer who was born in London in 1789 

and died in 1871.  Her grandfather was a famous evangelical minister and her 

family belonged to the evangelical wing of the Anglican Church.  She was a well 

know humorous poet as a young person.  When she was 32 she become very ill 

and that illness left her disabled for the rest of her life.  At that point she turned 

her literary talents to writing hymns. She wrote about 150 hymns. Her most 

famous, “Just as I Am,” was written in 1834 and published in 1835 first 

appearing in the Christian Remembrancer, of which Elliott became the editor in 1836. It is 

widely used in English and North American hymnals today.  

Because of its simple but powerful message, this hymn has been widely used in church meetings 

like those led by evangelists D. L. Moody and Billy Graham.   Billy Graham claims that he was 

saved in 1934 in a revival meeting in Charlotte, North Carolina, hearing "Just as I Am". This 

song became an altar call song in the Billy Graham crusades in the latter half of the twentieth 

century. Graham used the title of the hymn as the title of his 1997 book - Just as I Am: The 

Autobiography of Billy Graham. 

It has been set to at least four hymn tunes.  The one we know is “Woodworth” written by 

William B. Bradbury and first published in 1849. 

Just as I am, without one plea, 

But that Thy blood was shed for me, 

And that Thou bidst me come to Thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am, and waiting not 

To rid my soul of one dark blot,  

To Thee whose blood can cleanse each spot, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am, though tossed about 

With many a conflict, many a doubt,  

Fightings and fears within, without,  

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 

Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 

Yea, all I need in Thee to find, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because Thy promise I believe, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am, Thy love unknown 

Hath broken every barrier down; 

Now, to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am, of that free love 

The breadth, length, depth, and height to 

prove, 

Here for a season, then above, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 

 
 

Charlotte 
Elliott 
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SPRING FOOD PANTRY A SUCCESS 
By Fran Miller 
Food Pantry Committee 

 
e would like to thank all the people who made the Spring Food Pantry such a success – 

from the volunteers who gave up their day to the people who donated food and/ or money. 

On our distribution day, we were able to help 54 families. We distributed 98 bags of groceries, 

50 bags of toiletries, breads, produce and boxes of pastries. The 

breads, produce and pastries were donated by the Cryer Center. 

Thanks to the Soup Ministry, we were also able to distribute 56 quarts 

of soup. We think the families felt the caring and welcoming attitudes 

of our volunteers that day. We, as a group, felt that we were doing 

what God meant us to do – reach out and help our neighbor. We truly 

felt the Spirit! During the year, we continue to donate groceries to 

families asking for help, so when you go shopping, please pick up some items for our pantry! 

Again, thank you for all you have done. 

 
 
 
UMM NEWS  
By Warren Wright, UMM President  
 

he UMM will be hosting a Mother’s Day breakfast for “ALL” the women of the church on 

Saturday, May 9, at 9 a.m. The United Methodist Men will meet on Tuesday, May 26, at 

7 p.m.* for our regular monthly business meeting (*note this is a change due to Memorial Day 

being on the 4
th

 Monday). At this meeting we will be putting together our “Kits for Conference” 

and planning for future mission opportunities and Bible studies. There are no dues or 

membership requirements, just a love of God to serve your fellow man, so come join us.  

 

 

 
LENTEN LUNCHES BENEFIT CHARITIES  
By Helen White 
 

ur annual Lenten lunch series this year featured some thought-provoking 

messages from area ministers and our own Pastor Ken. We also enjoyed 

good meals prepared by the United Methodist Women and the United 

Methodist Men. Net proceeds realized from the charge for the lunches 

amounted to $1,315. Of this total, 75% was equally divided between the Society of St. Andrews 

Potato Project and Hands Across Middlesex, resulting in a contribution to each in the amount of 

$493.12 The remaining 25%, which amounted to $328.76, was returned to our church budget to 

cover some of our costs. Many thanks to all who helped in the preparation of the meals, to our 

speakers, and to all who attended. 

 

W 

T 

O 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-X9hP8GlDQ_8/VNpVV0TzSEI/AAAAAAAABnU/tqk6NaZ06no/s1600/Lent%2BTime%2BBorder.png&imgrefurl=http://www.heidimhensley.com/2015/02/a-family-guide-to-lent.html&h=173&w=322&tbnid=LUuOv2L6ADjANM:&zoom=1&docid=_-s3AlmxMmCiOM&hl=en&ei=UYk1Va_MBda1sQTNqoHYCA&tbm=isch&ved=0CHIQMyg2MDY
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR LAY LEADER 

By Warren Wright 

 

Do You Give God the First Fruits of Your Day? 

 
ack in 2010 we had a Sunday afternoon Bible Study entitled Christianity’s Family Tree by 

Adam Hamilton. We studied what other Christian religions believe and why. One of the 

common themes that we read about throughout all of these religions is the “Power of Prayer”. So 

this month I want to focus on what prayer should mean to us, and particularly Morning Prayer.  

 

The morning is an excellent time for devotions. If you schedule to do it during your day or in the 

evening, what happens when your day or evening become so hectic that your devotion time gets 

pushed out of the lineup? 

 

By having communion with God the Father in the morning, we are saying, “God, you are most 

important in my priorities and I will give you the first fruit of my day.” If we allow time for God 

first thing in the morning, He will bring together the rest of our day. You will be full spiritually 

and will not be hungry for this world. If you wait until later to have devotions with your Father, 

it most likely gets pushed out of the lineup and never gets done, sometimes going days without 

talking with God or reading His Word. You will fill yourself up with the world and be too 

stuffed to eat spiritually when you get home. 

 

Jesus followed the Word of God in giving the Father first place in His thoughts, 

prayers and activities. David writes, “Let me hear your loving kindness in the morning 

for I trust in You. Make me to know the way in which I should walk for to You I 

lift my soul” (Psalm 143:8-11). By having our devotion time in the morning, we 

can ask God to lead us in the direction in which we should go for the day. Ask for 

God’s provision, guidance, and protection. I would recommend that you spend at 

least 15 minutes in devotion with God every morning, if not more.  

 

Mark 1:35 - In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a 

deserted place, and there he prayed. 
 

 

 
SOUP MINISTRY  

By Kathy Wright, Chairperson Lucy Blevins, Diane Faulkner, 
Helen White 
 

he soup ministry again participated in the spring food pantry distribution which was held on 

April 11 at Clarksbury United Methodist Church.  More than fifty families received 

groceries and each of those families also received a bag containing a quart of homemade soup 

with crackers.  Our soup ministry is an ongoing ministry.  We distribute homemade soup with 

crackers twice-monthly the entire year.  If you would like to participate in this very important 

ministry of the church, please contact one of the committee members listed.  I can be reached at 

757-373-9166 or email kdwright@va.metrocast.net.  God Bless. 

 

B 

T 

mailto:kdwright@va.metrocast.net
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EASTER EGG PROJECT BENEFITS LOCAL MISSIONS 
By Helen White 
 

he Edna Yankovich Circle recently completed its annual Easter egg project. When we began 

this project in 2001, we decided that the profits would go to support local missions. This 

year we made a profit of $3,000. Each of the following agencies is receiving between $100 and 

$200: 

 

Northern Neck Free Health Clinic 

Laurel Shelter  

Christmas Friends 

YMCA Guardian Program 

Hands Across Middlesex 

Habitat for Humanity 

Backpack Buddies 

York River District Youth Choir 

Family Services 

Stop Hunger Now  

Clarksbury Food Pantry 

Heart Havens 

Mattaponi Healing Eagle Clinic 

Clarksbury Pastor’s Discretionary 

Fund 

  

The members of the EY Circle express their thanks to all who helped with our Easter egg project 

in any way. 

 

  

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY IS ONGOING 
By Polly Van Benschoten and Fran Miller 

 

he Prayer Shawl ministry here at Clarksbury is alive and well.  If you know of 

someone who should receive a pray shawl, please contact Pastor Ken, Polly or 

Fran.   We have a few on hand; but if anyone has time to knit/crochet a shawl, we 

could use some extras.  Remember, we like to have a few baby afghans on hand 

for newborns to our congregation as well as grandchildren or great grandchildren.  

Please note that there is some very pretty yarn available for your projects. 

 

 

 

The UMM will be hosting a Mother’s Day breakfast 

for ALL women of the church 

on Saturday, May 9, from 9-10 a.m. 
 

 
 
 

MEMORIAL DAY 

       MAY 25 

   REMEMBER 

 
 

T 

T 
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Our Vision: 
To be a spirit-filled and nurturing church family that reaches out and embraces the entire 

community. 

The Grapevine 
May  2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   

 

 

 

 

 1 

 

 

 

2 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

3*Melanie 

Glenn 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

Communion 

4 

11 a.m. 

Soup 

Ministry 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Trustees 

6 

 

 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

8 
 

 

 

9 

9 a.m. 

UMM 

Mother’s Day 

Breakfast 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

10 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

Mother’s Day 

11 

 

12*Ruth Wilder 

 

 

7 p.m. 

EY Circle 

Church 

13 

 

 

14*Jaime 

Mears 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

15 16*Charles 

Decker 

 

5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

17*Christopher 

Glenn 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

UMW DAY 

18 

11 a.m. 

Soup 

Ministry 

 

19 

  

 

 

7 p.m. 

Finance and 

Church Council 

20*Morgan 

Duke 

 

 

21 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

22 

 
 

 

23 

 

 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

24*Jim Salmon 

*10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

25 

 

26 

 

7 p.m. 

UMM Meeting 

and Bible Study 

27 28 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

29 30 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

31 

*10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

      

The deadline for the June 2015 Grapevine will be Tuesday, May 26. Send items to vanben@va.metrocast.net; 

place them in the office mailbox; or call 804-776-0569. 

*MAY BIRTHDAYS (If you know of any additions, deletions or corrections that should be made to the 

birthday calendar, please let the newsletter editor know.) 
 

Counters for May are Val Bradley and Becky Foster. 

Betty and Carl Tate will serve as ushers. 

The reader is Becky Foster.  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://blades.delaware.gov/files/2014/05/Memorial-Day-Messages-2014.jpg&imgrefurl=http://blades.delaware.gov/2014/05/17/town-hall-closed-for-memorial-day-monday-may-26th/&h=227&w=563&tbnid=gMU-Z1N4p1xLhM:&zoom=1&docid=K_la3UL2Xw5t3M&hl=en&ei=Vtc7VbPyMfOLsQT-pYHoDg&tbm=isch&ved=0CIMBEDMoRzBH
mailto:vanben@va.metrocast.net

