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The Grapevine  

 
Clarksbury United Methodist Church 
15924 General Puller Highway, Hardyville, Virginia          March 2015          
www.clarksburyumc.com 

 
Our Mission: 
       To receive and share God’s love through worship, education, service and outreach. 
 

 

 

From the Desk of Pastor Ken 

 

Galatians 2:16-20 (NRSV)  
16 

yet we know that a person is justified not by the works of the law but through faith in Jesus 

Christ. And we have come to believe in Christ Jesus, so that we might be justified by faith in 

Christ, and not by doing the works of the law, because no one will be justified by the works of 

the law. 
17 

But if, in our effort to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have been found to be 

sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! 
18 

But if I build up again the very things 

that I once tore down, then I demonstrate that I am a transgressor. 
19 

For through the law I 

died to the law, so that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ;  
20 

and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the 

flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

  

Paul writes in his letter to the Galatians about the primacy of faith over works…
16 

yet we know 

that a person is justified not by the works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ. In this 

verse he states emphatically that it is faith in Jesus that justifies us, or makes us justified.  The 

word justified can be translated “made/called righteous” or “made rightwise.”  We can see 

“justified” further expressed as being put into, or made to be in, a right relationship with God the  

Father. 

 

As we meditate and delve into our spiritual relationship with the Father throughout these forty 

day of LENT and come to grips with where we are in the life Jesus has planned for us…are we 

seeking the path He wants us to follow?   Or are we looking to “find our own path,” to “find 

ourselves,” to discover “who we really are”?  These are catchphrases or sayings of my 

generation, the popular mantras we would often voice to show that we were “cool” or “with it” 

when talking about life and our hopes and dreams with our peers. That great challenge is so 

impossible to accomplish if we look only to ourselves or to this world for the answers or the 

“meaning of life.” 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=grapevine+graphic&hl=en&sa=X&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS400US401&biw=1280&bih=782&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=hNzP5PVe5TxaWM:&imgrefurl=http://www.walltowallstencils.com/stencil/ds2933/Large+Grape+Vine&docid=F892amtqvVq2lM&imgurl=http://www.walltowallstencils.com/d/ds2933.gif&w=375&h=228&ei=6GlCT-KaI4r50gHErMS6Bw&zoom=1
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/clarksburyumc
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To have faith…not just belief of…but to believe in Jesus Christ, and therefore be justified, 

doesn’t require us to fully understand every mystery about the Holy Trinity; but to have a faith 

in Jesus that calls us, beckons us, to seek to know Him and put our life’s trust in him.  I see this 

faith like this…a child, who doesn’t yet know how to swim, is called to leap into a swimming 

pool by his parent.  The child leaps into the pool and the parent’s arms.  The child doesn’t need 

to know how the parent will keep him safe from drowning; the child has faith that the parent 

will keep him safe.  

 

 Paul’s emphasis of faith over works also presents a challenge for us in our spiritual lives.   Just 

as we want to be seen doing good and charitable works or deeds as demonstration of our love of 

God or love of fellow man, these deeds or “PIOUS” activities MUST be done (1) because Jesus 

first loved us and commands us to “love one another as He has loved us” and (2) because out of 

our abiding FAITH in Jesus we are here to “do unto the least of these”…these people we see, 

clothe, give water, visit. They are the least of these, our fellow man, and so we do unto Jesus 

himself.  We have the motive of our actions, works or deeds….Our MOTIVE is our faith in 

Jesus and our love of Him. 

   

He calls us to be obedient and faithful stewards of the gifts and graces He has given us “so 

that.”  He does not call us to just DO something or ANYTHING…. He calls us to do that 

which he instructs us to do BECAUSE HE first loved US and WE love HIM. We cannot be 

rewarded in heaven for some deed we did on earth for earthly fame and reward only…. God 

knows our thoughts and our intent…. Strive for the reward from God with clean hearts. 

  

The year is already getting into high gear.  Lent is early this year.  As in previous years Zoar 

Baptist, Philippi Christian and Clarksbury UMC will combine our services on special days and 

conduct services at locations which allow each of our congregations to share in the reverence of 

the season and worship together in each other’s places of worship. The Ash Wednesday service 

was held at Philippi; Clarksbury’s first Lenten lunch was held on Wednesday, February 25, (I 

was the speaker) and the first Lenten Bible study session at Clarksbury was that evening.  

 

Events scheduled for March and April are as follows: 

 

 Lenten lunches at Clarksbury UMC – 12 Noon–1 p.m. (Lunch is served at noon and the 

speaker begins at 12:30–cost $6, proceeds go to missions) 

 

March 4 – Rev. Barry Burkholder 

March 11 – Rev. Grant Ambrose 

March 18 – Rev. Edward Harrow 

March 25 – Dr. John Snow 

April 1 – Rev. June Haislip 

 

 Lenten Bible Study of Galatians each Wednesday evening in March at 7 p.m. at 

Clarksbury UMC 
 Maundy Thursday Service, April 2, at Clarksbury UMC at 7 p.m. 

 Good Friday Tenebrae service, April 3, at 7:30 p.m. at Clarksbury UMC  

 Easter Sunrise Service, April 5, at Stingray Point with Zoar Baptist leading the 

worship service at 7 a.m. 
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As I said last month LENT is for personal reflection, meditation, prayer and study.  I again 

would challenge you to add something to your LENT routine…in addition to giving up 

something…make a covenant to do something for someone or some group.  Pray for our 

service members, teachers, police, rescue and firefighters.  Serve food in a soup kitchen; visit 

someone in a rest home or adult living situation or a shut-in.  It’s between you and your Creator. 

 

Speaking about sharing, as part of our Sunday worship services throughout LENT I continue my 

invitation to anyone who feels so led, to share a short testimonial, or witness as to how God is 

alive in your life, or how God has or is causing spiritual growth in your life.  If you would like to 

participate with a testimonial or witness let me know and we can review any reservations or 

anxieties you might have before giving you testimony.  We should try to be succinct with our 

message/witness during the services; if more time is needed we can look to other ways to present 

the material. 

 

When our Lenten season ends and Easter season is in full bloom, let us also remember…
20 

and it 

is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I 

live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. You and I were 

purchased at a price for Christ…because he loves us/me…and I live by faith in the Son of 

God…. He lives in you and me and we need others to see the Jesus in us…. 

 

Peace & Grace 

Pastor Ken 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COFFEE HOUR FOR MARCH 

 

March 1– Suzanne Ramsburg 

March 8 – Anne Tompkins 

March 15 – Polly Van Benschoten 

March 22 – Mary Banker 

March 29 – Terry Cleveland 

 

If you would like to be a part of this church 

ministry, contact Polly 

Van Benschoten, 776-0569 
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EDNA YANKOVICH CIRCLE TO MAKE EASTER EGGS 
By Helen White 
 

t’s that time again! The Edna Yankovich Circle is making plans to 

offer their delicious homemade candy Easter eggs. We will be 

making them on Saturday, March 21, and dipping and decorating on 

Saturday, March 28. We will be offering five flavors: peanut butter, 

coconut, chocolate, mint, and cream. The cost is $7 for a six-ounce egg 

or for six one-ounce eggs. Be sure to order some for your children, 

grandchildren, or for yourself. See any member of the EY Circle or call 

Helen White (776-6638) to place your order. Profits from this project 

go to local missions, so please support it!  
 

 
 

 

 

CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATES 
By Diane Faulkner, Membership Secretary 
  

Please update your church directory with the following information: 

 

Add Chuck Banker's e-mail address:  cjaybanker@gmail.com 

Add Mary Banker's e-mail address: marybbanker@aol.com 

  

If any of your information listed has changed or is not correct, please let me know so that I can 

update the Church's records and notify others through the newsletter. 

 

Thank you and God Bless. 

 

 

 
SECURITY SYSTEM TO BE INSTALLED 
By Lee White, Trustees Chairman 
 

ollowing a break-in at Clarksbury in December, the Board of Trustees decided to 

explore the installation of a security system which would alert the authorities of 

a fire or another break-in. The Trustees presented their findings to the Church 

Council, which voted to go ahead with the installation of this system. Starbrite 

Security should begin working on this within the next few weeks. Once the 

system is in place, anyone attempting to enter the church with a key will also be required to enter 

a code. Thus, I need to have an up-to-date list of everyone now in possession of keys. Please let 

me know by email (mmma1@verizon.net), by phone (776-6638), or in person if you have a key. 

Once the codes are issued, I will have a meeting to review the steps needed for entering and 

exiting the church. 

 

I 

F 

mailto:cjaybanker@gmail.com
mailto:marybbanker@aol.com
mailto:mmma1@verizon.net
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://charlottesfancy.com/2010/03/24/handmade-wednesday-easter-treats-to-eat/&ei=b0HrVNbqCMKcNuregYgG&psig=AFQjCNH-kZn0E_cfc2_E0O_hPCF7jLqCtA&ust=1424790112137818
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FOOD PANTRY UPDATE 
By Fran Miller 
Food Pantry Committee 

 
On behalf of the Food Pantry Committee, I want to thank you for your 

generous contributions during the February food drive. Your work is 

not over, however! As I told you in last month’s newsletter, we will be 

collecting food during the month of March as well. Our hope is to 

have enough to feed at least the number of families we helped in 

October. We would need at least 100 bags of groceries to do this. So at 

the bottom of this article is the list of items we would like for the weeks in March. Of course, if 

you prefer to give a monetary donation that is always welcome! 

 

Besides donations of food, the food committee needs your help on the day we open our doors to 

distribute this food. It will be on Saturday, April 11, from 9-11 a.m. We need people to greet, 

serve refreshments, and help carry bags to cars. There will be a sign up sheet in the sanctuary. 

Please volunteer! Also, if you know a family who needs help, please tell them to come on the 

11th. Thank you again for your help and support. 

                                                                  

 

March 1 - canned vegetables, soups, peanut butter 

March 8 - canned vegetables, dried beans, breakfast food (oatmeal, cereal, pancake mix, etc.) 

March 15 - canned vegetables, canned fruit, pork & beans, Ready Meals 

March 22 - canned vegetables, spaghetti sauce, peanut butter 

March 29 - fill a bag 

 

 
 

UMM NEWS  
By Warren Wright, UMM President  
 

e will continue our Bible study, Easter from the Backside, by J. Ellsworth Kalas on 

Monday, March 9, at 7 p.m. as we discuss chapters 5 and 6.  We will also continue 

planning our local mission activities and our barbeque dinner that is now scheduled for Friday, 

March 13, from 4:30-6:30 p.m. This will be an eat-in or take-out dinner with a cost of $10. The 

men will also be selling 1 lb. containers of BBQ for $6. Our regular monthly business meeting 

will be held on Monday, March 23, at 7 p.m. Right after the regular business meeting, we will 

conclude our Bible Study as we discuss chapter 7.  

  

Remember that there are no membership or dues requirements to be a part of the United 

Methodist Men of Clarksbury, just a willingness to serve Jesus Christ within your church and 

community. 

Mission-To Help Men Grow In Christ, So Others May Know Christ. 

 
 
 

W 
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CLARKSBURY HYMNOLOGY 101  
March 2015 
By Polly Van Benschoten 
 
“Take My Hand, Precious Lord” is a favorite hymn of Louise Creef.  

Thomas A. Dorsey (1899-1993) wrote this song in 1932 in response to his 

inconsolable bereavement after his wife Nettie died while giving birth to a 

child (who also died shortly thereafter).   Later he recalled, "…I was lost in 

grief. Everyone was kind to me, especially a friend, Professor Frye, who 

seemed to know what I needed.  He took me up to Malone’s Poro College, 

a neighborhood music school. It was quiet; the late evening sun crept 

through the curtained windows. I sat down at the piano, and my hands 

began to browse over the keys." 

Dorsey remembered a melody from his Sunday School days, MAITLAND (The United 

Methodist Hymnal, No. 424) by George Allen (1812-1877), paired with the text "Must Jesus 

Bear the Cross Alone." By arranging this tune and adding the words that came to him, he 

created the most famous of his many gospel songs, “Take My Hand, Precious Lord”. Dorsey 

sang the song for his friend, Gospel singer Theodore Frye, and Frye’s choir sang it the next 

Sunday at the Ebenezer Baptist Church.  Martin Luther King, Sr. was the pastor of Ebenezer at 

this time, beginning his ministry there in 1931. This was his favorite hymn. 

Thomas’s father was a Baptist minister and his mother was a piano teacher.  He was born in 

Georgia and reared in Atlanta from the age of five where he came in contact with the musical 

sounds of the blues. He moved to Chicago in 1915 and studied at the Chicago College of 

Composition and Arranging and began playing in nightclubs. After suffering a severe illness in 

1926, Dorsey was converted in 1928 and became active in Pilgrim Baptist Church in Chicago. 

Beginning in 1932, he served as the church’s choir director for forty years. Of his 1,000 musical 

works, at least 200 were gospel songs (including “Peace in the Valley”). 

Precious Lord, take my hand, 
Lead me on, let me stand, 
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn; 
Through the storm, through the night, 
Lead me on to the light: 
 
When my way grows drear    Refrain: 
Precious Lord, linger near,    Take my hand, precious Lord, 
When my life is almost gone,   Lead me home. 
Hear my cry, hear my call,    
Hold my hand lest I fall: 
 
When the darkness appears 
And the night draws near, 
And the day is past and gone, 
At the river I stand, 
Guide my feet, hold my hand: 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR LAY LEADER 
By Warren Wright 
 

A SPIRITUAL SPRINGHOUSE CLEANING 

 
s I write this message to you this month, we have seen 6 inches of snow and then another 

inch or so on top of that along with record low temperatures.  It’s hard to believe that spring 

is just around the corner. We will soon see the snow melt and begin to witness some beautiful, 

warmer days; we might even be inspired to take spring housecleaning seriously. It is amazing 

how much “stuff” a person can amass in a short while.  

 

Not only is this true in our homes but it is equally true in our spiritual lives. Let us give thought 

this springtime to a spiritual housecleaning that will be pleasing to God and a blessing to 

ourselves. 

 

ARE WE IN NEED OF A SPIRITUAL HOUSECLEANING? 

 

Paul apparently thought so. He wrote, “Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse 

ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” 

2 Corinthians 7:1  

 

Let’s look at several very important things that Paul mentions as he writes to the church at 

Corinth concerning the spiritual cleansing that was needed. 

  

1.  He writes with affection (“beloved”).  

2.  He employs the plural (“us”, “we”).  

3.  He puts the burden of cleansing upon ourselves…not on God!  

4.  He challenges the church and himself to perform a complete cleansing (“all defilement of 

flesh and spirit”).  

5.  The Apostle goes on to encourage everyone to “perfect holiness” in the fear of God. The call 

is not to “tidy up” our lives, but to cleanse our lives. 

 

PROCEED TO THE “LIVING AREA” OF YOUR DAILY LIFE. 
 

Here are some “closets” in our spiritual life that may need to be cleaned. 

1.  Bad habits need to be removed. 

2.  Profane speech needs to be cleaned up. 

3.  Some TV shows might need to be turned off. 

 

WE MUST REMEMBER WHOSE “HOUSE” IT REALLY IS! 

 

“Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have 

received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God 

with your body.” I Corinthians 6:19-20 (NIV) 

 

“How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Thy word.” Psalm 

119:9 

A 
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UMM PORK BARBEQUE DINNER RESCHEDULED FOR MARCH 13 
By Warren Wright, UMM President 

 
he United Methodist Men will hold an eat-in and take-out Carolina style pork barbeque 

dinner on Friday, March 13, from 4:30-6:30 p.m. The menu will be Carolina style chopped 

pork barbeque, baked beans, coleslaw, roll, beverage, and homemade desserts. All tickets are 

$10.  

 

The men will also be selling 1 lb. containers of barbeque for $6 (must be 

preordered and paid for by Sunday, March 8). Tickets are available at the 

door, from the men of the church, or by calling the church office at 776-6060. 

All proceeds will go toward local and church mission projects. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lenten Prayers 

Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: 

to loose the chains of injustice 

   and untie the cords of the yoke, 

to set the oppressed free 

   and break every yoke? 

Is it not to share your food with the hungry 

   and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter— 

when you see the naked, to clothe him, 

   and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? 

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, 

   and your healing will quickly appear; 

then your righteousness will go before you, 

   and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard. 

Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; 

   you will cry for help, and he will say: Here I am. 

      --Isaiah 58:6–9 (NIV)  

 

T 

Nothing is opened more times by mistake than the mouth. 
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Our Vision: 

To be a spirit-filled and nurturing church family that reaches out and embraces the entire 

community. 

The Grapevine 
March  2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

Communion 

2 

11 a.m. 

Soup 

Ministry 

3 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Trustees 

4 

*Effie Ward 

12 Noon 

Lenten Lunch 

 

7 p.m.  

Bible Study 

5 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

6 

 

 

7 

*Betty Haislop 

 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

8 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

Daylight 

Saving Time 

Begins  

9 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

UMM 

Bible 

Study 

10 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

EY Circle 

Church 

11 

 

12 Noon 

Lenten Lunch 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Bible Study 

12 

*Alison 

Crittenden 

*Chuck 

Banker 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

13 
 

 

4:30-6:30 p.m. 

UMM BBQ 

Dinner 

Eat-in, Take-

out 

14 

*Peggy Vaudt 

 

 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

15 

*Jim Tinney 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

16 

*Ronnie 

Teagle 

11 a.m. 

Soup 

Ministry 

 

17 

*Annette 

Johnston 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Finance and 

Church Council 

18 

 

12 Noon 

Lenten Lunch 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Bible Study 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

20 

*Cory 

Buchanan 

 

21 

8 a.m. 

EY Circle 

Egg Production 

 

5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

22 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

23 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

UMM 

Meeting 

and Bible 

Study 

24 

*Don  

Van Benschoten 

 

25 

 

12 Noon 

Lenten Lunch 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Bible Study 

26 

*Mark White 

 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

27 

 
 

 

28 

*April Mauney 

8 a.m. 

EY Circle 

Egg Production 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

29*Linda Davis 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

Palm Sunday 

31 31     

The deadline for the April 2015 Grapevine will be Tuesday, March 24. Send items to vanben@va.metrocast.net; 

place them in the office mailbox; or call 804-776-0569. 

 

*MARCH BIRTHDAYS (If you know of any additions, deletions or corrections that should be made to the 

birthday calendar, please let the newsletter editor know.) 
 

Counters for March are Diane Faulkner and Warren Wright. 

Tommy and Jenny Crittenden will serve as ushers. 

The reader is Warren Wright.  

mailto:vanben@va.metrocast.net

