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The Grapevine  

 
Clarksbury United Methodist Church 
15924 General Puller Highway, Hardyville, Virginia          February 2015          
www.clarksburyumc.com 

 
Our Mission: 
       To receive and share God’s love through worship, education, service and outreach. 
 

 

 

From the Desk of Pastor Ken 

 
Matthew 6:1-8 (NRSV) 
 1 

"Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you 

have no reward from your Father in heaven. 
2 “

So whenever you give alms, do not sound a 

trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may 

be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 
3  

But when you give 

alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 
4  

so that your alms may be 

done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  
5 “

And whenever you pray, 

do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the 

street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their 

reward.  
6 

But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your 

Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
7  

"When you are 

praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do; for they think that they will be 

heard because of their many words. 
8  

Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you 

need before you ask him.  

 

 We are very often urged by Jesus to be set apart, different from others, in our actions, our 

motives and our thoughts and prayers.  We are to be Holy…as Jesus is HOLY.  We are not to 

practice piety…rather to be pious…in our thoughts and deeds because God the Father not only 

sees what we do, but KNOWS why we are doing those deeds…and he knows our HEART’S 

intent. 

  

We cannot be rewarded in heaven for some deed we did on earth for earthly fame and 

reward only.  God knows our thoughts and our intent.  Strive for the reward from God with clean 

hearts. 

 

The year is already getting into high gear.  Lent is early this year with Ash Wednesday 

falling on February 18 and Holy Week beginning on March 29 with Palm Sunday, followed by 

Maundy Thursday on April 2, Good Friday on April 3 and Easter Sunday on April 5.  

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=grapevine+graphic&hl=en&sa=X&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS400US401&biw=1280&bih=782&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=hNzP5PVe5TxaWM:&imgrefurl=http://www.walltowallstencils.com/stencil/ds2933/Large+Grape+Vine&docid=F892amtqvVq2lM&imgurl=http://www.walltowallstencils.com/d/ds2933.gif&w=375&h=228&ei=6GlCT-KaI4r50gHErMS6Bw&zoom=1
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/clarksburyumc
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As in previous years Zoar Baptist church, Philippi Christian church and Clarksbury will 

combine services on special days and conduct services at locations which allow each of our 

congregations to share in the reverence of the season and worship together in each other’s places 

of worship. 

 

 Ash Wednesday and the commencement of Lent will be conducted at Philippi 

Christian Church on February 18 at 7 p.m. with a combined service with Imposition of 

Ashes and Holy Communion. 

 Lenten Lunches, beginning on February 25 through April 1, will be held at Clarksbury 

UMC in the fellowship hall each Wednesday from noon to 1 p.m. with meals beginning 

at noon and the Lenten message at 12:30.   

 A Lenten Bible Study of Galatians lead by Pastor Ken will be conducted each 

Wednesday evening at 7 p.m. beginning on February 25 for five sessions at Clarksbury 

UMC. 
 A Maundy Thursday Service will be held on April 2 at Clarksbury UMC at 7 p.m. 

 A Good Friday Tenebrae service will be held April 3 at 7:30 p.m. at Clarksbury 

UMC.  
 Easter Sunrise Service will begin at 7 a.m. on April 5 at Stingray point with Zoar 

Baptist Church leading the worship service. 

 

This coming month will see Clarksbury UMC starting two Bible studies: (1) a five-

session Lenten study by Dr. James Efird on Paul’s letter to the Galatians (a planned 60 minute 

session) for couples/singles/families beginning on February 25 at 7 p.m. (as referenced above) 

and (2) a men’s study, Easter on the Backside, by Dr. J. Ellsworth Kalas (details to be provided 

by Warren Wright).   

  

Both studies will allow us the opportunity to look at scriptures, look at our lives, and 

reflect on God’s purposes for us and how we can/should draw near(er) to God.  Let us not be 

caught up in the season of Lent and see it as a dark, morose, and somber or dark time.  Rather, let 

us use our time to re-connect with our creator, through deep prayer, through honest meditation 

and God will reveal himself in our lives. 

 

A large part of LENT is reflection, meditation and prayer and study.  Often times we 

“GIVE UP” certain “things” for LENT.  I would challenge us to add something to our LENT 

routine…in addition to giving up something…make a covenant to do something for 

someone or some group.  Pray for our service members, teachers, police, rescue and firefighters.  

Serve food in a soup kitchen; visit someone in a rest home or adult living situation or a shut-in.  

The list is endless….  So I’m suggesting, in addition to giving something up for your daily life, 

to add some activity for someone else’s life to your LENT routine.   It’s between you and God… 

and when LENT is past and we are into Easter…if the activity was powerful for your spiritual 

growth maybe you would consider sharing it with the congregation.  Not as a “look at what I 

did;” rather, I was blessed with spiritual growth through this intentional activity. 

 

Speaking about sharing…as part of our Sunday worship services throughout LENT I 

would like to invite anyone who feels so led to share a short testimonial or witness to how God is 

alive in your life or how God has or is causing spiritual growth in your life.  Testimonials and 

witnessing are not easy for most; some find it easy and others have great anxiety when thinking 

about sharing their story. 
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If you would like to participate with a testimonial or witness let me know and we can 

review any reservations or anxieties you might have before giving your testimony.  We should 

try to be succinct with our message/witness during the services, and if more time is needed we 

can look to other ways to present the material. 

 

Whatever we choose to do for LENT, let us not do it for show, or pray like the 

hypocrites.  Rather, let us come to the Father with our best efforts and praise for His Kingdom. 

              

Peace & Grace 

Pastor Ken 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 
BUILDING FUND UPDATE 
By Helen White 
 

ne year ago, we embarked on a campaign to raise money for our building fund. 

Because of extensive improvements made to our church facility in recent months, 

this fund was getting low. You may recall that we secured a loan to pay for the balance 

due on our new heating system, which replaced an inefficient oil burning furnace and 

three old heat pumps. The purpose of the campaign was to pay off the loan and also to 

replenish the building fund. At the time we began the campaign, we set a goal of 

$30,000 which we planned to reach in 18 months. At the present time, we have raised 

$17,662, which is 58% of that goal. With only 6 months remaining in our original goal 

timeframe, we are asking that you prayerfully consider making a donation. Remember 

that every little bit helps! Keep an eye on the building fund thermometer in the 

sanctuary, where donations are tracked. Your finance committee would like to see this 

reach the top by August! 

 
 

O 

 
COFFEE HOUR FOR FEBRUARY 

 

February 1– Becky Foster 

 February 8 – Lucy Blevins 

February 15 – Janis Slaughter 

February 22 – Suzanne Ramsburg 

 

If you would like to be a part of this church 

ministry, contact Polly 

 Van Benschoten, 776-0569 

 
MEALS ON WHEELS 

 

February 4 – Fran and Al Miller 

February 11 – Polly and Don Van Benschoten 

February 18 – Betty and Carl Tate 

February 25 – Kathy and Warren Wright 

 

If you would like to be a part of this church ministry, 

contact Anne Tompkins, 776-9642 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://luluslockerrescue.org/category/events/&ei=C0LEVIj6Lq3HsQSyw4HYAw&psig=AFQjCNHa1pLIgrb8o43jIZ6ubHqu_LyV_w&ust=1422234359638852
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Updates for your Church Directory 
By Diane Faulkner 
  

Below are updates for your church directory; some have previously appeared in the Grapevine and some 
are new. 
  
Correct Pastor Ken and Terry Cleveland's home phone # to: (804) 776-1177 
  
Correct Bobby and Charlie Weis' e-mail addresses to: 
bobby.weis.13@gmail.com 
charlie.weis.13@gmail.com 
  
Change Roegean Speight's address to:  2936 Princess Ann Crest, Chesapeake, VA  23321 
  
Change Jean Cree's information to: Jean Cree, Georgian Manor, 651 Riverwalk Parkway, Room #62, 
Chesapeake, VA  23320 
Phone: (757) 842-4214 
  
Change Mae Belle Fitzgerald's address to:  RCC-Mathews, Mae Belle Fitzgerald - Room 15, PO Box 370, 
Mathews, VA  23109 
  
Add:  Chuck and Mary Banker, 301 Chesapeake Watch Road 4A, Deltaville, VA  23043 
Chuck’s cell:  (281) 881-5564 
Mary’s cell: (281) 703-7080 
 

 
 

 

 

FALL FOOD PANTRY 
By Fran Miller 
Food Pantry Committee 

 
As I mentioned in a previous newsletter, the Food Pantry Committee 

would like to have another food distribution day. The date will be 

April 11. So how can you help? Although we have some food on our 

shelves, there is still a lot we need to fill our bags. We will be asking 

you to provide specific items that we are in desperate need of. Each 

Sunday we will be asking you to bring these items to church for our 

pantry. If you can’t donate food, money is also welcome! Here are the dates for February and the 

items we would like. In March’s newsletter, we will give you another list for that month. Keep 

the list by your refrigerator or calendar so you won’t forget! Thanks in advance for your help. 

          

Feb. 1- canned vegetables, dried beans, breakfast food (oatmeal, cereal, pancake mix, etc.)  

Feb. 8 - canned vegetables, peanut butter, canned fruit 

Feb. 15 - canned vegetables, spaghetti sauce, pork & beans, soups 

Feb. 22 - canned vegetables, Ready Meals, canned meat 

 

 

mailto:bobby.weis.13@gmail.com
mailto:charlie.weis.13@gmail.com
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CLARKSBURY HYMNOLOGY 101  
February 2015 
By Polly Van Benschoten 

ue Myers named “His Eye is on the Sparrow” as one of her favorite hymns.  The song was written 

in 1905 by lyricist Civilla D. Martin and composer Charles H. Gabriel.  She was a Canadian-

American writer of many religious hymns and gospel songs in the late 19
th
 and early 20

th
 centuries.  Her 

husband, Walter S. Martin, studied ministry at Harvard where he became a Baptist minister but later 

switched to the Disciples of Christ.  Together they created many hymns and songs which have become 

widely known including “God Will Take Care of You” and “Be Not Dismayed” as well as the above. 

These two very familiar scriptures are obviously the inspiration for the beautiful words in this gospel 

song. Matthew 6:26 “Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 

your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?"  And Matthew 10:29–31 "Are 

not two sparrows sold for a penny?  Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 

And even the hairs on your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many 

sparrows. 

Civilla Martin said this about her inspiration to write the song based on these scriptures: “Early in the 

spring of 1905, my husband and I were sojourning in Elmira, New York. We contracted a deep friendship 

for a couple by the name of Mr. and Mrs. Doolittle—true saints of God. Mrs. Doolittle had been 

bedridden for nigh twenty years. Her husband was an incurable cripple who had to propel himself to and 

from his business in a wheel chair. Despite their afflictions, they lived happy Christian lives, bringing 

inspiration and comfort to all who knew them. One day while we were visiting with the Doolittle’s, my 

husband commented on their bright hopefulness and asked them for the secret of it. Mrs. Doolittle's reply 

was simple: ‘His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me.’ The beauty of this simple expression 

of boundless faith gripped the hearts and fired the imagination of Dr. Martin and me. The hymn "His Eye 

Is on the Sparrow" was the outcome of that experience.” 

The next day she mailed the poem to Charles Gabriel, who supplied the music. Singer Ethel Waters loved 

this song so much that she used its name as the title for her autobiography. 

Why should I feel discouraged, why should the shadows come, 

Why should my heart be lonely, and long for heaven and home, 

When Jesus is my portion? My constant friend is He: 

His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me; 

His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. 

“Let not your heart be troubled,” His tender word I hear,  Refrain 

And resting on His goodness, I lose my doubts and fears;  I sing because I’m happy, 

Though by the path He leadeth, but one step I may see;  I sing because I’m free, 

His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me  His eye is on the sparrow, 

His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me.  And I know He watches me. 

Whenever I am tempted, whenever clouds arise, 

When songs give place to sighing, when hope within me dies,  
I draw the closer to Him, from care He sets me free; 

His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me; 

His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. 

S 
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UMM NEWS  
By Warren Wright, UMM President  
 

e will have our regular monthly business meeting on Monday, February 23, at 7 p.m. 

We will be continuing our new Bible Study, Easter from the Backside, by Ellsworth Kalas 

right after the regular business meeting. We will also continue planning our local mission 

activities and our barbecue dinner scheduled for Friday, February 27, 4:30-6:30 p.m. This will be 

an eat-in or take-out dinner at a cost of $10. The men will also be selling 1 lb. containers of BBQ 

for $6.   

 

Remember that there are no membership or dues requirements to be a part of the United 

Methodist Men of Clarksbury, just a willingness to serve Jesus Christ within your church and 

community. 

Mission-To Help Men Grow In Christ, So Others May Know Christ. 

 

 

 
SOUP MINISTRY  

By Kathy Wright, Chairperson Lucy Blevins, Diane Faulkner, 
Helen White 
 

he soup ministry committee would like to give a big THANK YOU to all the volunteers who 

have so generously given of their time and resources to provide homemade soup during 

2014.  Can you believe that we are going into the third year of our soup ministry?  What an 

awesome ministry this has been and will CONTINUE to be!  We are again looking forward to 

helping with the food pantry ministry by providing homemade soup and crackers during their 

distribution in the spring.  If you or someone you know would like to help in the soup ministry, 

PLEASE contact one of the committee members listed above, or myself, Kathy Wright, by 

phone (757-373-9166) or email, kdwright@va.metrocast.net.  God Bless. 

 

 

 

United Methodist Men Plan Eat-In and Take-Out Pork Barbeque Dinner 

By Warren Wright, UMM President 

 
he United Methodist Men will hold an eat-in and take-out Carolina style pork barbeque 

dinner on Friday, February, 27, from 4:30-6:30 p.m. The menu will be Carolina style 

chopped pork barbeque, baked beans, coleslaw, roll, beverage, and homemade desserts. All 

tickets are $10.  

 

The men will also be selling 1 lb. containers of barbeque for $6 (must be 

preordered and paid for by Sunday, February 22). Tickets are available at the 

door, from the men of the church, or by calling the church office at 776-6060. 

All proceeds will go toward local and church mission projects. 

 

W 

T 

T 

mailto:kdwright@va.metrocast.net
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR LAY LEADER 
By Warren Wright 
 

The Real Story of Valentine’s Day 

 
Well, like every year, February 14 will be Valentine’s Day. I wonder 

how many of you know the story behind the origins of Valentine’s 

Day. You know, it is called Saint Valentine’s Day for a reason.  

 

Approximately 250 years after Jesus was born in Bethlehem, there 

was a priest by the name of Valentine. He lived in Rome during the 

reign of Emperor Claudius, who was committed to rebuilding the 

once-great Roman army. However, he believed it was important for 

men to volunteer for armed service, rather than drafting men into 

service against their will. But, given a choice, most young men in the 

Roman Empire refused to serve. They’d rather stay at home with 

their wives and children than go off into battle. 

 

Claudius came to believe that only single men would volunteer for 

service, so he issued a royal edict that banned all further marriages. 

He actually outlawed weddings in the Roman Empire, earning 

himself the nick-name Claudius the Cruel.  

 

Valentine thought it was ridiculous! One of his favorite duties as a priest was to marry people. So after 

Emperor Claudius passed his law, Valentine secretly continued performing marriage ceremonies. He 

would whisper the words of the ceremony, while listening for soldiers on the steps outside.  

 

One night, Valentine did hear footsteps at his door. The couple he was marrying escaped, but he was 

caught. He was thrown in jail and sentenced to death. Valentine tried to stay cheerful. Many of the young 

couples he had married came to visit him in jail. They threw flowers and notes up to his window. They 

wanted him to know that they, too, believed in love.  

 

One day, he received a visit from the daughter of one of the prison guards. Her father allowed her to visit 

him in his cell and they often sat and talked for hours. She believed he did the right thing by ignoring the 

Emperor and performing weddings. On the day Valentine was to die, he left her a note thanking her for 

her friendship and loyalty. He signed it, “Love from your Valentine.” That note started the custom of 

exchanging love notes on Valentine’s Day. It was written on the day he died, February 14, 269 A.D.—a 

day that was set aside in honor of a man who gave his life for God and for love. Now, every year on this 

day, people remember Saint Valentine, but most importantly, they think about love. 

 

My question for you today is—how do we develop and nurture a love worth giving on Valentine’s Day 

and every day? The answer, I believe, is found in God’s Word—John 15:9-12.  “I have loved you even as 

the Father has loved me. Remain in my love. When you obey my commandments, you remain in my love, 

just as I obey my Father’s commandments and remain in his love. I have told you these things so that you 

will be filled with my joy. Yes, your joy will overflow! This is my commandment: Love each other in the 

same way I have loved you.”  

 
 
 
 

Life without love is like a day without life. 
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Our Vision: 

To be a spirit-filled and nurturing church family that reaches out and 
embraces the entire community. 

The Grapevine 
February  2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

Communion 

2 

11 a.m. 

Soup 

Ministry 

3 

*Percy Hattorf 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Trustees 

4 

11 a.m. 

Meals on  

wheels 

5 

*Al Johnston 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

6 

 

 

7 

 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

8 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship  

9 

 

10 

*Jean Cree 

 

7 p.m. 

EY Circle 

Church 

11 

11 a.m. 

Meals on  

wheels 

12 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

13 

 

 

14 

 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

15 

*Anne 

Tompkins 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

16 

11 a.m. 

Soup 

Ministry 

 

17 

*Danny Mauney 

 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Finance and 

Church Council 

18 

11 a.m. 

Meals on  

wheels 

 

7 p.m. 

Ash 

Wednesday 

Service 

Philippi 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

20 

 

 

21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

22 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

23 

*Virginia 

Clark 

 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

UMM 

24 

*Hannah Clark 

 

 

 

25 

11 a.m. 

Meals on  

wheels 

 

12 Noon 

Lenten Lunch 

 

7 p.m. 

Bible Study 

26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

27 

*Norm Sibley 

*Diane 

Faulkner 

 
 

4:30-6:30 p.m. 

UMM 

Barbecue 

Dinner 

28 

10 a.m. 

EY Circle 

Flower 

Production 

 

 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

The deadline for the March 2015 Grapevine will be Sunday, February 23. Send items to 

vanben@va.metrocast.net; place them in the office mailbox; or call 804-776-0569. 

 

*FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS (If you know of any additions, deletions or corrections that should be made to 

the birthday calendar, please let the newsletter editor know.) 
 

Counters for February are Lucy Blevins and Betty Tate. 

Val Bradley and Cacky Guill will serve as ushers. 

The reader is Lucy Blevins.  

mailto:vanben@va.metrocast.net

