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Our Mission: 
       To receive and share God’s love through worship, education, service and outreach. 
 

 

 

From the Desk of Pastor Ken 

 
Mark 1:4-11 (NRSV)  
4 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. 
5 

And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 

Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 

their sins. 
6 

Now John was clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and 

he ate locusts and wild honey. 
7 

He proclaimed, "The one who is more powerful than I is 

coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals.  
8 

I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 
9 

In those days 

Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
10 

And just as 

he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending 

like a dove on him. 
11 

And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you 

I am well pleased."  

 

 We are fast into a New Year…new resolutions…new plans for where we will go, what 

we will do, who we will see.  What will this New Year bring to us, to our family, to Clarksbury 

UMC???  The list seems so large, or are we just putting our feet out on the path for where this 

New Year will take us?  Where and to whom are we looking for guidance for this coming year?   

 

John the Baptist knew what God wanted him to do. John’s entire life had been in 

preparation for his meeting Jesus near the Jordan River where John had been calling to all of 

Israel to repent, to return to their worship of God.  He told them that One more powerful was 

coming after him…. John Baptized with water but Jesus would baptize with the Holy Spirit.  

How difficult that must have been for the people present to understand when Jesus came to be 

baptized. 

 

How amazed they must have been when Jesus came out of the waters and the “heavens 

were torn apart”...imagine the jaw dropping amazement on their faces…to see the “Spirit 

descending like a dove” on him and to hear that thundering, rumbling voice from heaven 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=grapevine+graphic&hl=en&sa=X&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS400US401&biw=1280&bih=782&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=hNzP5PVe5TxaWM:&imgrefurl=http://www.walltowallstencils.com/stencil/ds2933/Large+Grape+Vine&docid=F892amtqvVq2lM&imgurl=http://www.walltowallstencils.com/d/ds2933.gif&w=375&h=228&ei=6GlCT-KaI4r50gHErMS6Bw&zoom=1
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/clarksburyumc
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speak to the stunned people standing there, still overwhelmed with what they have just seen, and 

hearing that voice…”you are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

That vision had to have been life changing.  These people had been simple folk before 

this day…they didn’t have a history of the sort that you and I have had; we are not easily 

impressed with ordinary fireworks anymore.  Each new Super Bowl has to be bigger, louder, 

with more bang than before.  Even concerts and 4
th

 of July celebrations seem to have more 

booms, more pyrotechnics, more and more of everything.  We are not easily awed anymore. 

 

I still believe that the moment when Jesus came up from the Jordan River with John the 

Baptist standing near him, that moment and image—the heavens torn apart, the spirit descending 

and the voice from Heaven—those actions would beckon and call me to take notice.  I believe 

that when God calls and speaks He does so to our hearts, in ways that nothing on this earth can 

ever repeat without His instigation. 

 

We are called by Our God, By His Son our Savior, by the Holy Spirit to be different…to 

give witness and evidence of His effect on our hearts and lives.  We are called and told to “go 

and preach” to be witness to His light, to the Jesus who says “I am the Way, the Truth and the 

Life”…. “No one comes unto the Father but by me.”  If the above is true for you then where are 

your plans for this New Year taking you?  What will you do?  Where will you 

go? Who will you witness to? 
 

It is one thing to look to the New Year as a new chapter of our lives to be written. It is 

another thing to intentionally work to open our hearts and our lives to that voice of God which 

speaks to open and willing hearts…to strive to hear “well met good and faithful servant” when 

our life’s work is complete… to have our faith made evident by our deeds.  Not that by our work 

we earn salvation. NO…but that because we are saved, we do the deeds God calls us to do. 

                  

Peace & Grace 

Pastor Ken 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
COFFEE HOUR FOR JANUARY 

 

January 4 – Polly Van Benschoten 

 January 11 – Helen White 

January 18 – Diane Faulkner  

January 25 – Kathy Wright 

 

If you would like to be a part of this 

church ministry, contact Polly 

 Van Benschoten, 776-0569 

 

 

Counters for January are Cheryl Teagle 

and Polly Van Benschoten. 

 

Bob and Betty Ann Tabler will  

serve as ushers. 

 

The reader is Nevin Ramsburg. 
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CLARKSBURY HYMNOLOGY 101  
January 2015 
By Polly Van Benschoten 
 

When I asked Ruth Wilder about her favorite hymn she said, “Softly and 

Tenderly” is one of my favorites and it was also my mother’s favorite.”  That, 

of course, makes it very special to Ruth.  William Lamartine Thompson wrote 

this hymn (words and Music) in in 1880. 

 

He was born in Pennsylvania, but his family moved to Ohio when he was quite 

young.  His father was a successful merchant and also served in the Ohio 

legislature for a time.  Thompson showed an early interest in music and had 

written several songs before finishing high school.  He graduated from 

Alliance College (Alliance, Ohio) with a degree in business.  He later 

graduated from the New England Conservatory of Music as well as studying music in Leipzig, 

Germany.   

 

After a very successful career of writing secular music he turned his talents to writing gospel 

hymns. He started his own publishing and music store business which was very lucrative.  He 

was always known as a quiet, unassuming Christian gentleman, greatly loved and admired by his 

associates. He was a personal friend of the famous evangelist Dwight W. Moody.  It is said that 

on his deathbed Mr. Moody was visited by Will Thompson and said to his friend, “Will, I would 

rather have written ‘Softly and Tenderly’ than anything I have been able to do in my whole life.” 

 
Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
Calling for you and for me; 
See on the portals he’s waiting and watching, 
Watching for you and for me. 
 
Come home, come home; 
You who are weary, come home 
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
Calling, O sinner, come home! 
 
Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading 
Pleading for you and for me? 
Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
Mercies for you and for me. 
 
Time is now fleeting, moments are passing 
Passing from you and from me; 
Shadows are gathering, deathbeds are coming, 
Coming for you and for me. 
 
O for the wonderful love he has promised, 
Promised for you and for me! 
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon,  
Pardon for you and for me. 

 
 

Will L. Thompson 
1847-1909 
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UMM NEWS  
By Warren Wright, UMM President  
 

he United Methodist Men’s next regular monthly meeting will be Monday, 

January 26, 2015 at 7 p.m. At this meeting we will discuss our February fundraiser. We 

wish everyone a great Christmas season and a happy New Year. Remember that there are no 

membership or dues requirements to be a part of the United Methodist Men of Clarksbury, just a 

willingness to serve Jesus Christ within your church and community. 

Mission-To Help Men Grow In Christ, So Others May Know Christ. 

 
 
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR LAY LEADER 
By Warren Wright 

ow, it’s hard to believe 2014 will soon be history and new opportunities for 2015 will be 

here before we know it. Reflecting back on 2014, Clarksbury has had a great year in 

ministry and mission. With the departure of Pastor Eric and Peggy, Clarksbury has once again 

been blessed with another great ministry team in Pastor Ken and Terry. God has truly blessed our 

church with their ministry. Clarksbury just seems to be alive with a renewed enthusiasm to serve 

God and our fellow man.  

Together as a church we have accomplished many goals in 2014. Our hard work at fundraisers 

has allowed us to serve our community and beyond with generous gifts. We have given monetary 

and volunteer gifts to Hands Across Middlesex, Habitat for Humanity, Meals on Wheels, 

Soldier’s Cookie Project, Food Pantry, Soup Ministry, Society of St. Andrew Potato Project, 

Heart Havens, Christmas Friends, Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, St, Jude’s Hospital, Children’s 

Hospital of the King’s Daughters, Stop Hunger Now, and others. We have stepped out of our 

“comfort zone” to provide for these ministries. We need to ride this momentum, for there is 

much more work to be done in 2015. Our community needs us and must see us as a working 

church, willing to do what others will not do, and open to all. 

Have a great New Year and may the love of our Lord and Savior bless you and your family in 

2015. 

Matthew 25:37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and 

feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? Matthew 25:40 The King will reply, 

‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you 

did for me.’ 

 

 

T 

W 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

  2 Christie Sibley 

  5 Lee White 

  9 Cheryl Teagle 

11 Al Wild 

15       Lucy Blevins 

15 Rod Miller  

17 Gene Ruark 

18 Susan Valencia 

27 Nevin Ramsburg 

29 Abigail Foster 

29 Amber Clark 

 
If you know of any additions, deletions or corrections 

 that should be made to the birthday calendar,  
please let the newsletter editor know. 

 

 

 

A New Year’s Prayer 

Author Unknown 

 
May God make your year a happy one! 

Not by shielding you from all sorrows and pain, 
But by strengthening you to bear it, as it comes; 

 
Not by making your path easy, 

But by making you sturdy to travel any path; 
 

Not by taking hardships from you, 
But by taking fear from your heart; 

 
Not by granting you unbroken sunshine, 

But by keeping your face bright, even in the shadows; 
 

Not by making your life always pleasant, 
But by showing you when people and their causes need you most, 

and by making you anxious to be there to help. 
 

God’s love, peace, hope and joy to you for the year ahead. 

A New Year’s Prayer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Good friends 
 are like good quilts; 

they never lose their warmth. 
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Our Vision: 

To be a spirit-filled and nurturing church family that reaches out and 
embraces the entire community. 

The Grapevine 
January  2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   

 

 

 1 

 

New Year’s 

Day 

2 

 

 

3 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

4 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

Communion 

5 

11 a.m. 

Soup 

Ministry 

6 

Epiphany 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Trustees 

7 

 

8 

 

 

 

5 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

9 

 

 

10 

 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

11 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

12 13 

 

7 p.m. 

Edna 

Yankovich 

Circle 

Church 

14 

 

15 

 

 

 

 

5 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

16 

 

 

17 

 

 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

18 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

19 

11 a.m. 

Soup 

Ministry 

 

20 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Finance 

and Church 

Council 

21 

 

 

 

22 

 

5 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

7 p.m. 

Worship 

Committee 

23 

 

 

 

24 

 

 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

25 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

26 

 

 

7 p.m. 

UMM 

27 28 29 

 

 

5 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

30 31 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

The deadline for the February 2015 Grapevine will be Sunday, January 25. Send items to 

vanben@va.metrocast.net; place them in the office mailbox; or call 804-776-0569. 
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